JPRS 77300 


) February 1961 





Near East/North Africa Report 


No. 2258 








[FBIS] FORFIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 











‘we | wv 
eS? 9e6 
J AII 1s avd 
a ' factete 
3 | 2 «+ 3e i se) 
2 following the 
a ifnforMtion wae 
;=> sve , the Afor 
ttahe torated afe 
- cd 8 gves 
F J af f c 
= a¢ f OAteet 
: J — pads of an 
tome afte ae 
2 Sent the «# : 
. ee 
m= 4tional Teehniea! 
A in order 
ef. titie, date and 
tcd 
of Aih&c at Re p rté 
a echnical 
th ] \2 aia of 
SMO LTT Bi 
. -upefiantendeat of 
, wae heten, Dé 
2 r. € : a natee. 
iow , Old 
a 4 ‘ ct : 


spre 77300 


} Pebruary 196) 


NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 
No. 2258 


CONTENTS 


INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO Of ficial Commente on Soviet Friendship ‘ 
(Shafik a1 Hout Tntervwiew; 8 DAYS, 10 Jan B1) ... 6. ccccns 


DPFLP's Mawatimah on Palestinian Achiewements, Tasks 
(Nayif Hewatimah Teterwiew; AL-BA'TH, 12 Jan 81) ........ 


Gulf Miversity Considered Educatore 
SED Tn BO GED GED ccccccccccccccccccccceccccccccccce 


Arab lnweetment Company Approved 
(ARAB WEVE, 16 Fam BI) ccc cee ewww eee nnnunnuns 


Briefe 
Gate Citrus Marketing 
Jordan Porbide Veet Bank Surees 
TSLAMIC APPATRS 


lelamic Chamber's Objectives, Prospects Reviewed 
(Agha Muhemmaed Ghowse; ARAB HPVS, 15-16 Jan B81) ......... 


Rationalization of Telam, Banking Practices Puamined 
(Muhammed Abu Al Taher; ARAB WEWE, 15-16 Jan 81) ........ 


Conference Diecussese Medicine Under lelem 
(ARAB WHVS, 18 Jan 41) ..... :0000000600800000000000060804 


ALCTRIA 


PRC's Genecher Comments on Talke in Algeria 
(Hane Dietrich Genecher; EL MOUDJANID, 14 Jan 81) ....... 


frerey Situation Analveed by Minister of Plenning 
Se i Oe UN GEE 00-9.4000.0006060060000000406600000064 


14 


17 


-“a- {Ill =~ WE & A = 121) 

















vam) 


1 SRAFL 


Briefe 
Talke With Libyan Minieter 20 
Farthquake Reported 20 


Commmniet-furdieh Front Condemns Regime, War Againet tian 
(‘Asie Muhammad Interview; AL-HURRIVAH, 24 Wow 80) ....... 21 


Likud Prospects for Reelection Reviewed 
(AL“HAMADITH, 31 Get BO) on. cc cccccccccccccccccccveseceees§ 2 


Alignment Continues To Lead in Opinion Polls 
(VPDI'OT AHAROWOT, 23 Jam BL) onic cece cee ceeeneunnees 2 


Statue of Women in IDF Analysed 
(BAMAHANPH, 19 Now BO) ccc ccc eues AGAGBR- GAG. 00 00 00060 33 


Meron on FRO Deal With Saudi Arabia 
(Moshe Meron Interview; DEUTSCHLANDPUWK WETWORK, 12 Jan 61) 41 


Alter Character of Jerusales Protested 
Rubi al-Khatib Interwiew; AL-HAWADITH, 17 Get 80) ....... 43 


"DAVAR' Analyzes Weet Bank Leadership 
(Dani Rubinetein; DAVAR, 9 Jam BL) oo. peccece 4? 


Weet Bank Settlers’ Plane Under Alignment Government 
(Yehuda Litani; MA'ARETZ, 16 Jam BL) 2... ccc ecw weenes 50 


Probleme Vit Kfir Production Discussed 
(fe'ee Sehiff; HA'ARETZ, 19 Jan B81) ...... peccces pecccccece 53 


Jerusalem Assesement of Reagan Reported 
(‘Vegi Bemeiman; HA'ARETZ, 23 Jam BL) 0. ccc ccc cee eweues 55 


Drobles To Request Funds for New Settlements 
(Mordekhay Basok; ‘Al HAMIGHMAR, 19 Jan B81) . 2... ccc cccues 56 


Teipori Discusses Security in West Bank, Gaza 
(Mordekhay Teipori Interwiew; TDF Radio, 12 Jan 81) ...... 59 


Peployment Situation in lereel, Weet Bank Reported 
(Yosef Tewri‘el; MA‘ARTV, 15 Jam BL)... cc ccc ccc cccccuuues 60 


West Bank Conetruction Plane Detailed 
(fl’aeer Lewin; WA'ARETZ, 25 Jam 62 


New Finance Minister Outlines Economic Plan 
(Shlomo Ma'ou; POST, 20 Jam BL) 2... ccc cece ccc weneveuuues 63 


Data Released on Exports, leports 
(Schlomo Ma‘or; POST, 18 65 
= & - 











Briefe 
Gueh ‘Eteyen Settlers 
An~nabi Samm'il Apartments 
Radical Group Restrictions 
Detained Clergymen 
WV. Bank Construction 
Qarne Shomron laduetrics 
Libya Offere Aid 
Punde From Jordan 
Rice in Fuporte 
Unemployment Up 
More Weet Bank Sett lemente 
Jewish Ownership 
Weet Bank Sett lemente 
Fast Jerusalem Power Company 
Weet Bank Clereymen Held 
Low Wages 
Nuclear Reactor 
ID Card Complainte 
Military Agreement With PRC 


LF RANON 


Budget Puts Srake on Development, Public Investment 
(AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, 12 Jam BL) Qo. cc ccc ec cnuee 


Oil Bill in 1980 Reaches $570 Million 
(AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, 29 Dec BO) Qc ccc cc cunnes 


LIBYA 


italian-Libyan Relations, Talks 
(Badi’ Hasan; AL-RA'Y AL~'AMM, 13 Jam BL) 2. cece 


Casablanca Paper Sees ‘Dangerous Precedent’ in Chad Events 
(Editorial; LE MATIN, 16 Jan BL) 2... ccc ccc ccc cewweeeees 


PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


President Appraises Party Congress, Iraq-Iran War 
(‘Ali Nasir Muhammad Interview; AL~THAWRI, 6 Dec 80) .... 


Expatriates Conference Recommendations, Resolutions Published 
(SANT AL-"UWTAL, 6 Bec GD) .. nc ccsscccccccsscscccsccseess 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Pacts, Rumors About Therapeutic Well Pvaluated 
(‘Team ‘Abd-al-Badi', Fahd al-Mas'ud; "KAZ, 30 Now 80) . 


Sino-Saudi Cooperation Reviewed 
(Bill Wang; ARAB WEWS, 20 Jam BL) 20. ccc cc wnuns 


72 


4 


75 


77 


"9 











Highway Development, Maintenance Plans Examined 
(ARAB WEWS, 20 wTTTTTTT a 


SYRIA 


War Threatened if Lerael Annexes Colan 
(Louie Paris; AL-MUSTAQBAL , 1 Nov 80) >eerpeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ’ 99 


Prime Minister Receives Iranian Minister 
(Damascus Domestic Service, 17 Jan 61, KUWA, 17 Jan 61) .. 102 


Al-Kaem's Statement to Minister 
Gulf telands Discussed 


TUNISIA 
Progress Toward More Development: Support of Political, 
Social Stability 
(Muhammad al-Nasir Interview; AL-SABAH, 18 Nov 80) ....... 104 


Ministers Receive RSFSR Justice Minister and Delegation 
(L'ACTION, 8, 15 Jam BL) oo ccc ccc ccc new eww wennes TYYTTETE 114 


RSFSR Justice Minister Received 
Premier Receives Blinov 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Problems in Hiring, Employment of Domestic Manpower Reviewed 
('Abd=al-Razeaq Tema'il; AL-KHALIJ, 20, 21, 22 Dec 80)... 116 


Various Enormous Projects in Nation Scanned 
(AL“MUSTAQBAL, 6 Dec 80) 2. ccc cece cere wwe eeenwnenuunes 132 











PLO OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON SOVIET FRIENDSHIP 
London 6 DAYS in English 10 Jan 81 pp 16-17 


INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


(Interview with Shafik al Hout, head of PLO Lebanon off 
hag wo gr 9 office, by Marian Houk in 


{Text} 





belef that without the superpower 
comensus fo one can do anything 
Comequently it never goes far from bemg 
reasonable on its political attitude — anlew 
just to appease the Americans or to show 
much mote solidarity eth the Palestomam 
om with the Arab group it always keep 
vith the bounds of mternational 
commen which « hopes the Amercam 
ei approve sooner of later 

laternetions! conwaw: of wprrpoer 

* 


Well at least the internatronal comseneus 


You remember the October 1977 
communique etich came from Carter and 
Gromyko, «hich «a: retracted by the 
Amerwam hours later The kind of 
balanced communque m ehich the 
Americans recognised for the first tume the 


legitimate rights of the Palestman people 
and the Sowrets mm return recognised the 


right of leracl to cant eothen recognised and 
“cute boundaries ee an caample The 
Soveets have heen cometent 

Well, the Soviets don't have to de anything 
at all on the Middle bast — they com pout tet 
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thee way OR Rootes They ate atta of wong 
wale eeberyt ag ann Dev auee the Creneral 
Awe May wet de the cate Henge eth 
Alghanm an 

The Soviet Lae hes given the PLO 
upper, as you've seid But have they ever 
tried to interfere ond tell you what to do or 
am to ée” 

No. te That » ager 4 comeretent attitude 
when #e have foteed of the part of the 
Sovret Limon We had our differences fo 
question about f. copectally at the 
beginning of our viruggle when we were 
calling fot the Wheration of all of Palestine 
They fever went that tar That © what the 
Americans don t understand ahen thes talh 
about the future Palestiman state being a 
pre Seveet satellite The Servsets we 
for sheohogn al feasone on the fret place On 
mayte im the weond place They d te 
betraying ther shane if they dom t euppert 
an antoumperalnt ant facet fatonal 
lef atOn Movement 

No dowht the Sovret L mon drmcovered a 
og tithe ago m the 1950s that the bey to 
the heart of the people m the Arab 
countries is the question of Palewime A 
peeertive Position from the Sovets toe ard 
the Palestemians and thet (aus sould help 
thest umage and prestec in the Meddle Fast 
much more than ali the pamphlets 
detnbuted by the local Communnt parties 
Thes are slow but sure — on the sense that if 
they promne vow five of what ewer they give 
vou fiwe They dont promme you one 
hundred and then gre vou five They fulfil 
thet promimes As you promote your 
“ruggle as you mamta a much more wld 
Position on the battlefield of your struggle | 
think they imcrease the help and wpport 
In thet international poles they afe fot 
adventurers 
Have they cipreserd tronge: wpper fer 
the milter) struggte then fur the diplomatic 
florts you re moveting” 

| don't think they ve ever capreseed that 
many way. but | m eure they fe very happy 
to wee that ee have adopte. m addition to 
out armed viruggl diplomatn and political 
struggles as well Again it part of then way 
of umplementing they revolutvonary ideas 
They thnk that armed struggle alone © not 
enough 
Hove the Sov tets ever indicated the tmnt of 
thew politic ol support” barovh Keddoumi. 
few 
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Petrvtine the low . 
ae Gamshamnadiaun. 











Thats our o8f imterpretatem aed 
hay Be pet Cire ete Cpe tated ot Radbeb ren 


foder otra 

Well, Peres and the rewt of the leraeh 
protest pudta always try to distract peuple s 
attention The problem i not between tne 
Jordamans and the Palestimans ite 
Reteeen ctipanwonet brach sonmet. and 
the natives of Palestine The sronnts have 
taken over the land and have chased 
teo thirds of the population out of it So we 
have two kends of gosh to achieve 
territorial ones (we have to Neve at least 
part of our sational wil). and we have to 
thnk about @ehat bind of felateom must 


When you opeak o/ dan *® your 
ate reall) © ng to Kong 

—y ‘ean individws etch « very 
difficult to pudge Its ver) eefortunate that 


we dade t enjoy the best relathoms with Kong 
Huse cvther a Palestomam of as the 


_ | themk King Howmem « trying 
start again hoping that the sew 











cso: 


admnetiation fecogiines he unpurtance 
and fe role mm the afea, Much Mote than 
Carter and Sadat did 

What might provoke changes in certain 
roles on the area is how much can lerael give 
up te Hussein ty make him able to take 
the reek of replaying the role of Sadat — that 
» te take af Mitetwe Of fie Own, 
challe the fest. and taking over 
responeibility | think there cant be much 
whch would make tt worthwhile for him to 
lake the fiak of ignoring the Palestonmens 
od the rest of the Arats | mean. he wa 
smart fellow 
Would ireq end Seudi Aredia have 


wpparted thet” 


4820 


When it came to resolutions and official 
proeitions. neither one sand tuat And they 


younger. we would have gone 


It's like fighting over the fur of a bear which 
first, and then we will discuss its fur So, we 











INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


DPFLP'S HAWATIMAH ON PALESTINIAN ACHIEVEMENTS, TASKS 
LD161401 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 12 Jan 81 p 3 


[interview with Nayif Hawatimah, general secretary of the Democratic Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine [DPFL®], by 4!'-BA'TH correspondent in 
Beirut--date not specified] 


[Exeerpts! [Question] On the occasion of the coming of 1981 what in your view 
are the achievements which the forces of Arab liberation and stead astness have 
realized’ 


|Anewer]) The greatest achievement realized was the steadfastness of the nationalist 
forces and the parties to the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front in the face 

of the U.S. imperialist attempts to involve them in the U.S. settlement plan, 

the halting of the Camp David agreements at the Egyptian-Israeli border and the 
eventual prevention of the agreements penetrating any other Arab front. The stand 
of these forces and countries acted as a barrier against the Camp David plan and 
forced it into a deadend, thus exacerbating its impasse. 


in this regard we must note that our Palestinian people's continued uprising in 

the occupied territories against Zionist occupation, the policy of settlement, 

the seizure of lands, and expulsion and eviction as well as their rallying around 
the PLO as their sole legitimate repres» tative under the banner of the revolution's 
interim program-the program of return, the right to self-determination, and the 
establishment of the future Palestinian state--this uprising and powerful conf ronta- 
tion of the “steel fist" policy of Begin and *he Israeli rulers was among the most 
prominent factors that led the autonomy plan to a total deadend. 


In Lebanon the war of attrition and of Israeli-isoloationist-fascist attacks on 
the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples have failed to weaken the resolve of our 
people and revolution to resist and stand fast. The revolution and the Lebanese 
nationalist movement in close alliance with Syria have been able to stand fast 
in the face of aggression and have recorded new heroic epics in the history of 
the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples, which has created a deep national unity 
baptized with blood. 


Capabilities of Steadfastness and Confrontation 


The development of the Arab confrontation and steadfastness forces’ capabilities 
in order to realize more achievements and thwart the Camp David plan and all the 














other plans that complement it, such as the Reagan pian and the Israeli Labor 
Party's plan knewn as "the Jordanian option,” calle for a number of immediate and 
necessary steps. first there is a need to strengthen Palestinian national unity 
on the basis of the political and organigational program approved at the recent 
Palestine National Council [PNC) session=--December 1979--and to revive and build 
the internal Palestinian National Front, the PLO's striking arm, in order to lead 
and escalate our people's struggle in all forms againet occupation and its plane 
and projects and in order to ent.rely and finally bury the autonomy plan and bury 
with it the other capitulationist plan, the “Jordanian option” plan. There is 
also 4 need to rectify relations within the PLO and ite institutions as well as 
within the Palestinian trade unions and masse organizations on a democratic basis. 


it has also become clear during the living experiment in the past stage that it is 
imperative for the Arab progressive, revolutionary and nationalist forces to deepen 
and develop the strategic alliance with the socialist camp, particularly the 

Seviet Union, and with all the forces hostile to imperialism, Zioniem and reaction. 


\Question) How is it possible to thwart the role which King Husayn is now playing 
in the interests of the Camp David accords’? Do you support the continuation of 
the Palestinian=-Jordanian dialogue through the joint higher committee’ 


|Anewer Recently the Jordanian regime, with the support and encouragement of 
reactionary parties and in coordination with U.S. and West European imperic’ isn, 
began to pursue an active policy toward the issues of conflict in the area based 
on the following: 


1. Hostility toward the Steadfaetness and Confrontation Front, particularly Syria. 
King Husayn's regime is playing a major sabotage role by supporting the "Muslim 
Brotherhood,” exploiting local reactionary classes and forces and creating military 
tension on the borders with the aim of weakening Syria's national and Pan-Arab role. 
The regime also wages propaganda campaigns against the parties to the §teadfastness 
and Confrontation Front both by accusing Libya and Algeria of defaulting on the 
payment of their financial obligations decided upon at the Baghdad summit and by 
accusing Libva of “creating disturbances and unrest for its neighbors.” 


2. Weakening the PLO and casting doubts on it in order to offer itself as a 
substitute for it in representing the Palestinian people and thus satisfy its 
aonexation ambitions which agree with the policies of the U.S. administration, 

both old and new, and Western European policies, particularly those of the socialist 
international which are coordinated with the policies of the Israeli Labor Party. 
This was the [Jordanian regiwe's] role that the Ahman summit sought primarily to 
establish. However, this was temporarily thwarted by the clear attitude adopted 

by the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front and the united stand of the revolution 
and the PLO after a bitter conflict within the PLO ranks between two trends, the 
trend which is sturggling to preserve the independence of the Palestinian national 
decision from the influence of Arab reaction and the trend that has always sought 
to keep the bridges open to the capitals of Arab reation, even at the expense of 
“independence and unity of decision.” 


3. Suppressing the Jordanian national and popular movement and the Palestinian 
forces, os happened recently when the regime detained and prevented some PNC 
members from attending the recent council meeting, and by increasing pressure on 
the Jordanian naticnalist forces following the return of Mudar Badran's government 
to power. 














4. The Jordanian Governuent's persistent refusal to implement the Arab summit 
resolutions that call for the Palestinian revolution to be enab' ed to operate 
from the Jordanian and all the Arab fronts. The Jordanian aut! rities even 
persecute the Palestinian revolution fighters and throw them in jail as has 
happened recently with Fatah and DPFLP fighters. The Jordanian regime forcefully 
refuses to acknowledge the PLO's right to carry out political and information 
activities in the ranks of the Palestinian people in Jordan and is still holding 
scores of Palestinian fighters and cadres of the Jordanian nationalist movement. 


5. Interference in our people's internal affairs in the occupied territories. 
Recently the Jordanian regime has been stepping up its support for and revival of 
the mainstays of its weskening influence in the West Bank and Gaza sector and 
encouraging reactionary elements and forces, the advoca’*s of “complete” autonomy 
and supporters of a united kingdom, and generously giving them financial support 
by exploitingits position in the Jordanian-Palestinian joint committee for the 
support of steadfastness. Meanwhile the regime has been tightening ite grir 

and stepping up its harasement of the radical nationalist forces that are « mitic. 
to and rally around the PLO and the revolution's politica. program. The r ime is 
4iso stepping up its interference in citizens’ daily life and in the trade 
movement with the aim of undermining ite wnity and weakening the role of cultural, 
charitable, and cooperative societies. 


These policies and practices by the Jordanian regime make it incumbent upon the 
Palestinian revolution and the PLO's leadership to assume the immediate responsi- 
bility and the duty to withdraw the political backing which the Jordanian regime 

is using ©«s 4 cover and to deprive it of the opportunity of exploiting Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations in favor of improving its position vis-a-vis the Arabs and 
Palestinians and of continuing its capitulationist steps and realizing its annexa- 
tion ambitions through the revival of the wnited kingdom plan. 


in the light of this there is a need to call for an early meeting of the PNC in 
order to agree on a clear and firm stand in the face of efforts and plans aimed 

at rescuing Camp David from the crisis it has reached thanks to the firmness of 
the Palestinian stand, the sacrifices by the Palestinian people at home and the 
Palestinian people's struggle against the o cupation and its plans and also thanks 
to the steadfastness of the Palestinian revolution and the PLO in southern Lebanon 
and their rejection of all the tempting plans offered by the pro-U.S. Arabs and to 
the struggle of the steadfast Arab forces. 
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GULF UNIVERSITY CONBIORAED BY LovCcATORS 
Jiddah ABAD WEWE in English 19 Jan 61 p 7 
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ABAD LNVESTMENT COMPANY APPROVED 


Jiddah ARAB WEWS in English 14 Jan 81 p 
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INTER=ABAB AFFAIRS 


Ba iers 


VAZA CITRUS MARKETING=--A delegation of the joint Jordan-PLO) Committee is few 
touring @ sumber of Arab countries in 4 bid to find outlets fer the citrus 
fruit of the Gaga Strip, Gaga Mayor Rashad ai -Shawwee told our correspondent 
Basean Ja*bar that Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Yemen may buy the Gaza Strip citrus 


fruit. (Teme) (7A21120) Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1000 On 
2i Jan 61) 


)ORDAN PORBIDS WEST BANK NURSES--The Jordanian authorities have forbidden 
Arab nurses in Past Jerusalem, ludaea and Samaria from establishing an 
independent organization and theif representatives in the area have been 
asked to continue to regard themelves as part of the Jordanian surses’ 
organization whose center ic in Amman. The reference ie to almost 500 
hufses who recentiy organiged, primarily for the purpose of improving their 
wages and working conditions. Most of them are emploved in hospitals run 
by the @ilitery goverment. The others work in UWRMA clinics, and private 
and public hospitals, it was Samiha (Dayyub) from Al-Birah, the director 
of the regional nurses’ school, who initiated the Organization of Arab 
Nurees, but @ short time after that the Jordanian authorities made it clear 
to ber that her initiative wae illegal and sooner of later would hare the 
curses working in the administered territories, Last night Arab sources 
reported that the Jordanian authorities’ opposition to this initiative was 
yet another proof of King Husava’s fire decision not to sliow the focuses 
of influence in fast Jerusalien, Judaesa and Samria from slipping out of 


hie hands. (Text!) [Yosef Teuriel) (TA261101 Tel Awiw MA‘ARTV in Hebrew 
6 Jan 61 p 3) 


Cm: “805 














ISLAMIC APPAI&S 


LSLAMIC GHAMBER'S OBJECTIVES, PROSPECTS REVIEWED 


Jiddah ARAB WEWE in English 15-16 Jan 81 p 5 


larticle by Agha Muhammed Ghouse! 





ne 
ve 


i 















Hi 





ui 
ve 


il 
ite 















i text) 


ij hie 








ale | 


ia 


uiREE 


EAT 












: 








i 





10 



























































TT TaN 
ull AHI HH iil iy i init 
(iu — ait iin a iit nT ili Hn i 
HU pull Mit ii ti Tt 
iit ot “ 
Hbihe4 — Fah if Wi 















i 


ig 





an 


i 





ju 


— 





the 


A. 1. Chamber is making its 


in 411 these spheres 





The second 


pou contribution 





cut 
sl 


Tad 


a 





594233 
hh 


| 
tHE 






sal 








Pd EL 











7 


HHSE i! He 


IPEFE if 


if * 





s 





CS0:; 820 





12 











ISLAMIC AFFALRS 





RATIONALIZATION OF ISLAM, BANKING PRACTICES EXAMINED 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 15-16 Jan 81 p 5 


[Article by Muhammed Abu Al Taher) 
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ISLAMIC APPAIRS 


CONFERENCE DISCUSSES MEDICINE UNDER LSLAM 


Jiddah ARAB WEWS in English 18 Jan 81 p ° 


(Text) 
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ALGERIA 


PRO'S GENSCHER COMMENTS ON TALKS IN ALGERIA 
LDI91021 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 14 Jan 81 p 2 


|A. Zoulied interview with FRC Foreign Minister Hane Dietrich-Genscher in Algiers: 
"The FRO and Algeria Have a Joint Responsibility To Strive To Solve Major Inter- 
national Probleme”--date not given) 


[Text]! Question: What are the results of your talke with senior Algerian officials? 


|Anewer] Algeria is an important member of the nonaligned movement and has a key 
funetion in the Third World. The main aim of my visit to Algeria was notably to 
step up political dialogue between our two countries. That objective has been 
attained. I am deeply impressed by the talke I have had with your political 
leadere, especially with President Chadli Bendjedid. We exchanged views on all 
current international questions and are both convinced that because of their 
specific roles the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria and the FRG have a 
joint responsibility to strive to solve the major international problems of the 
eighties. That is particularly true of the sphere which we usually term “North- 
South Dialogue.” 


The agreement on setting up a joint Algerian-German committee which war signed 
during my visit to Algiers opens up new prospects for increasing economic coopera- 
tion between our two countries. 


Question: Bilateral relations are now favorable to establishing better trade. 
Can we expect the same expansion in the scientific, technical and cultural coopera- 
tion spheres” 


j|Anewer!) I hope in fact that the increasingly close relations between our two 
countries will extend beyond the political and economic spheres to other sectors 
including the ones you have mentioned. All our relations should be governed by 
the principle--and this is 4 basic principle of FRC foreign policy--of a partner- 
ship with equal rights. That means that in many sectors we expect initiatives 
from you just a8 we are prepared to develop creative cooperation. 


Question: In a world in which dangers are growing, we can observe that overall 
North-South negotiations are in a bad state if not in deadlock owing to a lack 
of political will on the part of the Third World's partners. How do you think 
they can be revived with 4 view to establishing 4 new international economic order’ 








15 





|Anewer|] | am optimistic enough to believe that we will succeed in establishing 
4 general dialogue simply because such a dialogue is necessary. The problems 
which will arise in the sphere of the world economy over the coming decades will 
only be solved with the cooperation of all. In the framework of such cooperation, 
however, we must also take account of good and bad past experiences, avoid, as 
far as possible, radical solutions which could have tragic consequences for a 
particular country or group of countries and leave tried and tested institutions 
intact. In other words we sust pursue a real dialogue in a spirit of understanding 
for stances other than our own and on the basis of a real political will to reach 
solutions acceptable to all. The FRG is prepared to do so. The fact that we are 
partic ipating=-topgether with the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria=-in 
preparations for the North-South summit conference which will be held in Mexico 
this summer is clear proof of that. 


Question: The decolonization of peoples stripped of their right to self-determina- 
tion and national independence, which cannot be separated from any peace process, 
is still coming up against some vestiges of reactionary feeling. In this connec- 
tion what is the PRG's attitude to the Palestinian and Saharan problems’ 


|Answer] The FRG's attitude toward peoples’ right to self-determination is clear. 
we claim that right for our own nation and since 1974 have been striving to secure 
the same right for the Palestinian people. The statement issued by the EC last 
vear in Venice--a statement drawn up with the FRG's cooperation--stresses it 
clearly once again. With regard to the Saharan question, we hope that it will 
also be possible to find a solution through the peaceful cooperation of all those 
concerned in the region, of which we are not part. 


Question: Euro-Arab dialogue is “set fair.” What obstacies are there in its 
path to realize the mutual aspirations to exemplary and mutually advantageous 
cooperation--or better still a common destiny’ 


|Anewer! Euro-Arab dialogue is not “set fair." Over the past few months it has 
been given a new boost and there are plans to step it up next summer by a conference 
at ministerial level which will extend it to the political plans. However we 

must also show patience. In any case I believe in the power of dialogue, of 
exchanges of views and of better mutual understanding. The visit which I have 

just made to vour beautiful capital and the talks I have had with your political 
leaders have strengthened this conviction and I am delighted to be able to pursue 
the exchange of views with Algerian Foreign Minister Mohammed Seddik Ben Yahia 

who has been good enough to accept my invitation to visit Bonn. 


CSO: 4600 
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ENERGY SITUATION ANALYZED BY MINISTER OF PLANNING 
Algiers AL~SHA'B in Arabic 17 Nov 80 p 3 


[Article: "Minister of Planning's Energy Report Before the Economic and Social 
Committee; Review of the Fuel Consumption and Production Situation and Prospects; 
Creation of the Necessary Balance Between the Country's Financial Needs and Energy 
Conservation" ] 


[Text] Abdelhamid Brahimi, Central Committee sember and minister of planning and 
national development, presented a report before the Economic and Social Committee 
as part of its preparation of an energy dossier which will be submitted to the 
coming session of the Central Committee. 


At the beginning of his report, the @inister of planning explored the development 
of national needs in the area of energy consumption up to the year 2000 based on 
estimates by Planning Ministry departeents. 


The minister's report indicates that present national oil consumption, amount ing 
to 16 million tons, represents 21 percent of national oil production, which is 
estimated at 75 million tons. This percentage should rise to 30 percent by 1990 
and 77 percent by 2000. 


The minister explained that these estimates were based on current reserves and 
probable discoveries. 


The pattern of consumption up to the year 2000 indicates that national energy con- 
sumption will consist primarily of fuels, representing 90 percent of the total. 
In 1980, this percentage was as follows: 


— 4 percent gas, 48 percent oil. By 1990, this breakdown should be 60 percent gas 
and 32 percent oil. 


Turning to the prospects for the year 2000, domestic consumption will be met with 
60 percent gas and 25 to W percent oil. 


It is clear from this pattern that domestic energy consumption will be met with 
fuels up to the year 2000. 


The minister also dealt with the subject of production and the development of 
national requirements in the area of financing. 
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We said that because of the lack of stability in crude oil prices, we have no 
choice but to limit production, However, this action can be reviewed in the light 
of further developments in the international energy situation, 


With regard to the growth of financing requirements, Mr Brahimi said that the 
accomplishment of major national goale “should be translated during this decade 
into a decrease in the degree to which our economy is open to foreign countries, 
Our imports of supplies and services must start to decrease gradually beginning 

in 1979 as a base year and extending to 1990. The reduction must be from the 
present level of 50 percent of our gross revenues down to 27 percent. This means 
that the growth rate for imports must increase at a slower pace than the growth in 
production,” 


After this, the minister pointed out that from 1984 to 1990 “we should be in a 
position to achieve surpluses in the current balance sufficient to ensure payment 
of debts, including the debts of the current plan, and to allow us to end the 
decade without any new major financial obligations." 


Turning to the country's fuel exports and the export economy, the minister observed: 
"In 1980, favorable oil prices allowed a considerable reduction in crude oil pro- 
duction and permittee! the export economy to be based primarily on this resource in 
the future." 


Concerning the matter of gas under the current situation, both as it pertains to 
foreign gas conditions and to the effectiveness of channeling investments and pro- 
duction out of this sector, the minister of planning emphasized the fact that 
“estimates of the growth of exports as well as available capacities and capacities 
currently under development must be made carefully. New investments should only be 
made on the basis of verified assurances concerning the development of prices and 
the ability to control supplies as well as the exploitation of the wells.” 


F -r=-Point Energy Policy 


After describing the development of consumption, production, and foreign financial 
requirements, the minister specified the urgent actions in the area of mid- and 
long-range energy policy which must be given in-depth study. These urgent actions, 
which fall under four main categories, involve a general program for the economy 
based on oil and oil products, an intensive program for the control and preserva- 
tion of existing wells, the continuation of efforts in the field of exploration, 
and efforts toward the acquisition of new alternative energy sources. 





In the most extreme case, the general program for the oil and oil products economy 
should cover the period of utilization of known reserves. This necessitates a 
gradual reduction in energy consumption both on the level of home use and on the 
level of the production sector. 


To ensure that national oil needs are met, the minister defined a second action 
involving the creation of a “domestic program for the control and preservation of 
existing gas and oil wells in order to arrive at a precise knowledge of our future 
extraction capacities.” 
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With regard to the third part of the national energy policy, the minister recom- 
mended a continuation of efforts to search for and drill new wells. However, he 
suggested that a higher level of efficiency should be ensured in the utilization 


of equipment. 
What Will Follow the Era of Fossil Fuels’ 


The minister proposed that a fourth element in the energy policy should center on 
efforts to develop alternative energy sources. In this connection, the minister 
stressed the "necessity of searching for and marshaling new resources which would 
gradually tend to bring about a substantial easing of the burden placed on oil." 


The minister added: "Currently, this matter involves the enlistment of manpower 
to work in the field of research, conceptualization and application--which we are 
now pursuing actively--in an organized framework that will permit good evaluation 
and frugal and efficient economic usage of the substantial financial means which 
this work demands. 


"It is also incumbent upon us to ensure that the pilot program is adapted within 
a short period to the determinate requirements for an alternative energy produc- 
tion capacity matching essential consumption needs by the year 2000." 


in the same context, Mr Brahimi added that in addition to new alternative energy 
sources such as existing hydroelectric energy potential and possible or probable 
developments such as geothermal or wind energy, “we gust work with determination 
toward the marshaling of solar and nuclear energy resources.” 


Next, the minister of planning referred to the “limited use of solar energy, which 
appears to be reasonable for the emall villages. Opportunities in this area-- 
especially with the growth of developmental planning in an area such as ours-~ 
appear to be many and are growing continuously.” 


At the conclusion of the report, the minister of planning and national development 
touched on nuclear energy. He stated that “based on proven uranium reserves and 
the potential for more in-depth exploration, the marshaling of the necessary and 
comparable means of production is now becoming a realistic possibility." 


8591 
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TALKS WITH LIBYAN MINISTER--Algiers, 22 Jan (APS)--The president of the republic 
and Party General Secretary Chadli Bendjedid on Wednesday received at the presidency 
headquarters Libyan secretary of foreign affairs, ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Salam ac~-Turayki. 
Political talke were also held on Wednesday between Central Committee Member and 
Minister of Foreign Affaire Mohamed Ben Yahia and Libyan Secretary of Foreign 
Relations ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Salam at-Turayki. Mr at-Turayki arrived in Algiers on 
Tuesday at the end of a tour of Africa. [Text] [LD221622 Algiers APS in French 


130 GMT 22 Jan 61) 


EARTHQUAKE REPORTED--At 0125 today, a relatively strong earthquake was recorded 
with 4 strength of 5 on the Richter scale, 6 silometers sorth of al-Abbadiyah 
al-'Attas department in al-Asnam Province. The earthquake observation station at 
Bani Raqib, in the afflicted areas, recorded 92 light tremors during the past 

2 days. [Text] [10201246 Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 20 Jan 81) 
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COMPO NLET<RURDISH FRONT CONDIDONS REGIME, WAR AGAINST IRAN 
Beirut AL-HURRIVYAH in Arabic 24 Now 80 pp 28-30 


|linterview with ‘Agie Muhammad, iraqi Communiet Party Central Committee's First 
Secretary, and Jalal al-Talabani, Kurdestan National Union General Secretary; 

"On Occasion of Declaration of Democratic National and Pan-Arab Pront in iraq, 

Front Leaders Say: This le Alternative; ‘Agie Muhammad: WNeeting of Our People's 
National Porces and Parties is Vigilant Response for Call to United Ranke and Fight 
Dictatorial Regime; Jalal ai-Talabani: fEecalating Struggie to Overthrow Dictatoria! 
Regime and Bring National Coalition Government” | 


[Text] The formation of the iraqi Democratic National and Pan-Arab |4l-qawniyah| 
Front on the i2th of the current gonth of Nowesber has come as 4 significant quali- 
tative reply to the worsening deterioration toward the right in the march of the 
iraqi regime during recent years and to the regime's embroileent of Iraq's army 
and people in 4 bloody war that is draining Iraq's resources and that seeks to 
weaken the Iranian rewolution and to restore the infiwence of the rightist and 
reactionary forees to Iran. The Iraqi regiae has put the iraqi people and army 
in 4 Giffiewlt erisis. This acute erisis has not been lightened by the Iraqi in- 
formation media's resorting to 411 the dictionaries of Iraqi pan-Arab |ai-qawni! 
chauvinise and fanaticiem of by the fact that Baghdad's rulers hawe resorted for 
help to the gost oppressive reactionary regimes in the Arab area and the ones 


gost strongly linked to the US imperialien and to ite ambitions and schemes in 
the area. 


This ie why the imitiatiwe of the iraqi nationalists and progressivee--Arabs, Kurds 
and other ginorities=-toe fore their national front has come as 4 prominent event 

in the course of the Arab liberation gowement and the gowement for the liberation 
of the area's peoples on the path of defeating the imperialist-Zionist onslaught 
againet the area and of putting an end to the destructive and collusive role of 
both the old and new Arab reactionary forces. 


While welcoming warmly the formation of the iraqi National Front, we open the 
pages of owt gagazine to the front’s leaders and to the leaders of progress and 
liberation in Iraq. in this edition, we will begin by publishing the anewers of 
comrade strugglers ‘Agize Muhemmad, the first secretary of the iraqi Communist 
Party Central Committee, and Jalal al-Talabani, the Kurdestan National Union 
sectetary general. 











Teat of Quest lone 


Following ie the text of the questions addressed te the leaders of the parties in 
the lfaqi Democtatic Rational and Pan-Arab Front: 


Question |: What is the significance of forming the Iraqi Democratic National and 
Pan-Atab Front wader this particulat cifeumstance, what are the immediate political 
resulta that will emanate from the formation of thie front and what are the tasks 
facing the front in the coming phase? 


Question 2: What is the front's position vis-a-vis the Steadiastness and Conf ron 
tation Front and the Arab People’s Congress in the wake of the suspension of the 
itaqgi ruling patty’s membership in this congress? 


Question }: What is the front’s position vwie=a-wie the war being waged by the 
iraqi regime against the iranian revelution’ 


‘Acie Muhammad: Pormation of Pront is in Response to Our People's Aspirations 


Anewer || Announcement of the formation of the Democratic National and Pan-Arab 
Front under this cirewmstance is of very great significance because it reflects an 
important national accomplishment realized by the Iraqi national movement on the 
path of achieving the unity and cooperation of all the struggling national forces 
and parties to owerthrow the dictatorial regime and to set up 4 democratic sat ional 
eealition government that realizes democracy for iraq and real seif-rule for the 
Kurdish people. 


The meeting of our people's national forces and parties in the front reflects a 
Vigilant response to what our people's masses want from ali the national forces 
and parties under the present circumstance, namely to hawe these forces and parties 
white their ranks in fighting the hateful dictatorial regiae. This geeting aiso 
reflects the masses" awareness that realizing the Iraqi people's aspiration of 
getting rid of the bloody dictatorial regime and of setting up 4 democratic regime 
requires the efforts and capabilities of 411 the people's national forces and 
parties. Proceeding from this premise, we are eager to reassert the front's 
declaration that it is an open field for all the national forces and parties which 
beliewe in their charter and which are prepared to struggle for it. As communists, 
we are currently bownd to the Kurdestan Democratic Party and to other Arab, Kurdish 
and Turkomen national forces by ties of struggle against the regime of bloody 
terror and for democracy for iraq and for self-rule for Kurdestan. We aspire to 
boleter these relations and to bring success to the efforts seeking to include ai! 
the national forces and parties in the front. 


As for the immediate political resuits which will emanate from the formation of the 
front, it is owt wiew that this front will give sew gomentum in the struggle of 

the peoples’ gasses, of the national partisan factions and of the Peshmerja fighters 
against the dictatorial regime. The people's aasses have been awaiting the 
emergence of this front for 4 considerable tine. 


The birth of the front with its clear progressive program and with its stress on 
the need to secure the people's democratic rights and liberties, including the 
hational rights of the Kurdish people and the administrative and educational rights 
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of the @imerities, will attract further sational furees and Hon-partisah masses to 
eheane 16 peliticae! action and will strengthen the hepe of these forces and masces 
for the bampinent destruction ef the bleedy terrorist rule that has subjected the 
people te ail ferme of torture and that has dragged the country inte 4 fational 


catastrophe by igniting the war against neighboring iran, 


The taske facing the front in the coming phase are those of making its programe 
ehown at the domestic, Arab and international levels, of conveying ite viewpoints 
and the goale for which it is struggling te the broadest masses of the people and 
of @obiliging these masses to wage the struggle toe realize these goalie and to fore 
the ofganigational structures that lead theif action in all the political, @ilitary, 
ofeanizational and informational spheres. 


We Support Steadfastness Front and Will Carry Out Our Responsibilities in This 
Sphere 


Anewering the second question, comrade ‘Agia Muhammad said: 


Anewer 2: Im ite political declaration and in ite charter, the front has declared 
that it is striving to join the Steadfastness and Confrontation Pront immediately 
upon the overthrow of Saddam Husayn's bloody dictatorial regime and is exerting 
efforts to contribute seriously to boletering the |eteadfastness| front's eilitary, 
economic and political capabilities and to developing thie front so that it may be 
able to realige ite full national tasks, especially the task of Liberating the 
oceupied territories and of supporting the Arab Palestinian people's struggie for 
repatriation, self-determination and the establishment of the independent national 
Palestinian state. 


As for the Arab People's Congress, our Iraqi Communist Party has been 4 member of 
the congress since it was founded in the wake of the traitor ai-Sadat's visit to 
the Arab Jerusaien in 1977. 


The issue raised now is the issue of iraqg’s representation in the congress's General 
Secretariat. Until recently, this representation was done by the ruling party in 
iraq which had been exerting efforts to sabotage the congress, even from this 
position, againet the will of owr people and of all ite democratic national and 
pan-Arabd forces. 


The expulsion of the ruling party in iraq from the General Secretariat and from the 
congress and the condemnation of this party's subversive conduct which runs contrary 
to the interests of the Iraqi people and of the Arab nation is precisely what the 
people's masses in iraq are demanding. The front worthy of representing the entire 
fational movement in iraq is the Democratic National and Pan-Arab Front. We are 
giad that thie has been done now and we have thanked a1] the brothers and comrades 
who have helped bring this [change] about. Consequently, the front will partici- 
pate in the coming geeting of the General Secretariat of the Arab People's Congress 
and will showlder its responsibilities in this sphere. 











Geale of Wat Againet lian Are Laposed Agefessive Goals 
Anewering the third question, comrade ‘Agia Muhammad said) 


Anewer 3}: Our iraqi Communiot Party and 4 umber of national parties in and outside 
the front have condemmed the destructive war ignited by Saddam Husayn's regime 
against the ifanian frevolution=-« war through whieh thie regime has offered an open 


in the political statement it issued on 12 Nowember 1980, the front condemned this 
war which has reflected the dictatorial regime's hostility to the Iranian revolu- 
tion and which has “crowned this regime's repeated attempts to foil the revolution's 
gaine and te festore the imperialist domination to iran.” The front has considered 
the launching of the war against iran “a position serving the U.S. imperialicn, 
implementing its malicious schemes and encouraging openly the agent react ionary 
Arab regimes unde the cower of false defense of national sovereignty and Arab 
fights.” 


The front ’s position as embodied in this political statement is 4 position based on 
a4 sound understanding of the fact that imperialien and the agent reaction, which 
have encouraged dictator Saddam to ignite this war, are seeking to realize ageres= 
sive goals, including the goal of destroying the capabilities of both the iraqi and 
iranian peoples and of ousting our struggling Iraq and ite valiant arey from the 
real and decisive confrontation against imperialies, world Zioniem and israel, the 
fational enemy. 


Jalal al-Talabani: Major National Accomplishment on Victory Path 


We consider the formation of the iraqi Democratic National and Pan-Arab Front a4 
major National accomplishment because it realizes the unification of the iraqi 
progressive movement which includes the gajor influential forces and struggling 
foreés in the Iraqi people's national govement. The front's charter is a aodel 
charter in terms of its sound approach regarding the issues and problems of the 
democtatic national revolution in iraq. The Democratic National and Pan-Arab 
Front has stressed armed popular struggle a6 4 asin fore of struggle going side by 
side with the political, clase and ideological struggie. 


The direct results of the formation of this front will be the strengthening and 
expansion of the armed etruggle activities going on in Iraq's Kurdestan at present, 
the boletering and development of the political and information activities, the 
speeding up of the revolutionization of the people's masses and the preparation of 
the background necessary for the desired popular uprising to overthrow the present 
regime and to bring about 4 national coalition government. i believe that one of 
the immediate results of the formation of this front is the strengthening of the 
confidence of the masses in the inevitable victory, especially in the wake of the 
emergence of the progressive national alternative to the regime. As for the pro- 
jected tasks, they consiet of forming front committees and branches in 411 spheres 
and at 211 levels from top to bottom, forming the homeland committee |lajnat 
al-dakhil] to lead the @ilitary operations and to unite the partisan factions, 
draving up 4 plan for political, silitary and informational movement at the Arab 
and international levels, intensifying the struggle to accomplish the central 
task, namely the task of overthrowing the dictatorial regime which is hostile to 














the iftefeste of Out people and establishing — progressive fational coalition fule 
capable of fealleing fatlione!l independence, of securing democtacy and of establish= 
ine selferule for lraq's Kurdestan, and then the task of sobiliging Iraq's eilitary 
and economic Feseurees to throw them in the Arab nation's battle against imperial ice 
and Zioniem and for achieving victory against the Zionist enemy by Liberating 
Palestine and all the occupied and vsurped territories, 


Thie ie the gist of the projected tasks, 


Acceptance of Pront and Expulsion of Ruling Party from Arab People's Congress is 
Our Firet Vieteory 


Anewering the second question, comrade ai-Talabani said: 


The front has announced openly in its political declaration and in its charter 

that it supporte the Steadfastness and Confrontation Pront and that iemediately 
upon its assumption of power, thie front will join the Steadfastnese Front and will 
employ iraq's resources and put them at the service of the true confrontation front 
to make ite tasks successful, As for the Arab People's Congress, we support it and 
have decided to greet it in the name of the iraqi Democratic National and Pan-Arab 
Fromt and to join it. We have learned gladly that the congress has expelied the 
ruling party and accepted the front. Thies is the first victory scored by the front 
for our iraqi people. 


We Are Against War and Support Iranian Revolution 
in reply to the third question, comrade al-Talabani has said: 


The itaqi Democratic National and Pan-Arab Front has made clear its position toward 
the wart being waged by the dictatorial regime against the Iranian revolution. The 
front has condemmed the war and has expressed the belief that the dictatorial 
regime's involwement in it is in implementation of 4 U.S. imperialist scheme and is 
an act of collusion with the Arab reactionary forces, especially with Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan and the Sultanate of Qabus [Oman]. 


This war is against the Iraqi people's interests and the Palestinian revolution's 
interests. it is believed to be in implementation of an old Zionist plan that seeks 
to fabricate disputes between the Arab and iranian peoples and to preoccupy the 
Arab sation vith a conflict with Iran. This scheme, which the shah used to imple- 
ment openly, is being now implemented by Saddam Husayn's regime. This is a 
dishonorable sission. 


We in the front condemn this war and the chauvinist propaganda disseminated by the 
iraqi information media to fabricate the so-called Arab-Persian conflict. We also 
beliewe that the ree ime whose leader relinquished personally Iraq's legitimate rights 
to and sovereignty over its water and territories to the shah who was the agent of 
imperialiem and the ally of Zioniem--we believe that this regime can deceive no- 
body with its alleged concern for Iraq's rights which the regime itself betrayed. 


The Democratic National and Pan-Arab Front supports the Iranian revolution's 
etrugele against the U.S. imperialiem, Zionism and the remnants of the reactionary 
regime of the shahaneshah. But the front aleo regrets the failure of some centers 


25 








of power in tran te understand the truth of the Iraqi national movement and of its 
prominent and fundamental role in the struggle to overthrow the bloody regime, 

The front alee regrets some chauvinist calls issued by irresnonsible circles on 

the Iranian side=-callse that only lead to undermining the r ions of struggle 
between the Iraqi and Iranian revolutionary @ovements. On © necasion, we exprese 
the hope that the emergence of the front will act as ane & { clarification to 
the Iranian revolution leadership and as a reason for 4 res seretanding of the 
iraqi people's cause. We aleo hope that the front's emergence will be a factor for 
the establishment of joint cooperation against the common enemy, namely imperialism, 
Zieniem and the Arab reactionary regimes tied to them. We further hope that the 
iranian revolution leadership will understand the Iraqi people's legitimate rights 


and will act to prevent the fascist regime in Iraq from bragging about its alleged 
concern for these rights. 











LIKUD PROSPECTS POR REFLECTION REVIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic Mi Get 80 pp 35-% 


[Article: “Begin Determined To Stay to the Bad To Achieve Old Dreams; Likud 
Challenges; al-Ma‘arakh Opposes] 


[Text] In 4 conversation with hie deputy Simcha Phrlich early last Auguet the 
prime minister of lerael Menahem Begin said that he wae in favor of holding the 
elections for the 10th [session of) the Knesset ahead of time, in May 1981 instead 
of November 1981. 


When the purport of the conversation was published in the leraeli media, reactions 
were immediate. Begin then said that he wae not in favor of holding the elections 
eariy, and he said that hie statement had been distorted by the press. 


te commented, “There is 4 6—month period between next May and Nowember. In such 
a period the Israeli government can do 4 great deal. It can build thousands of 
homes; it can improve the conditions of the poor dietricte; it can rewive the 
economy by increasing exports and reducing imports; and it can begin 4 major 
project to connect the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea by g@eane of 4 new canal, 

The Israeli government can prove to the people the firmess of ite position 
regarding Jerusalem and the autonomy talke. There is ao reason for the government 
to submit to new elections or to leave power before these 6 aonthe.” 


These words posed 4 question to political observers in lterael. 


Why is Begin trying to hold on to power in thie ganner ewen though demands for 
holding the elections sooner are increasing’ 


At the same time Hertzel Rosenblum, known for his support of Begin’s policy and 
publisher of the sewepaper YEDI'OT AHARONOT asked, "Why ie there talk about 
holding the elections before « year’s time’ Why are we postponing the elections 
6 more months when conditions around us are explosive’” What he meant of course 
vas that he was in favor of earlier elections. 


The newspaper M“MA'ARTV stated, “A political siracle is required for the coalition 
to continue in government until the end of the tere.” 


But the newspaper DAVAR, after mentioning “the increase in the power of political 
and popular exigency and the expansion of their parliamentary base” etated that 
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“even in coalition cireles the demand for holding the elections sooner is growing.” 
The newspaper then added, “The state of lerael urgentiy and quickly needs 4 
government of activists that would depend on a fire majority and on the support 

and the confidence of the people.” The newspaper asked that elections be held 
sooner. 


These leraeli apvements and others in political and media circles indicated that 
the vast majority of public opinion in israel was urgentiy calling for the resig-~ 
nation of Begin’s government, Begin remained deaf to those demands. ie defied 
them and said that he would remain in power util the last legal day [of hie term) 
unless the Knesset gave him a no confidence vote, Then he added with 4 measure 
of defiance, “Il will be prepared to participate in the popular conferences that 
will be held everywhere in lerael for the elections,” 


The fact is that it is not easy to find the reasons why Begin ic holding on to 
power in this fashion, 


There are those who believe that the leader of the Likud hopes to succeed in viping 
the slate of hie government before the next elections. Many people had become 
convinced that the record of the Likud government had been blemished during the 
last 3 years. 


There are those who are saying that Begin does not want to admit weakness and 
does not want te end hie political career in defeat, especially not in front of 
his adversaries in the Israeli opposition. 


There are those who are convinced that Begin is actually concerned about staying 
in power to realize as many of his Zioniet dreams as possible and to realize thee 
as fast a8 possible, 


At any rate most [policy| analysts and interpreters think that the latter view 
is the one closest to the truth. This is because they know Begin'’s mentality 
and the magnitude of hie Zionist sent iments. 


Those people expect that the remaining period in Begin's tere of government will 
reveal the measures that will be put into effect in the occupied areas. The 
objective of these measures, according to them, is to win the Israeli voters over 
to the side of the Likud coalition and to secure Zionist applications in fact. 
Cirewmstances hawe made that possible, first, because of the duration of the occu- 
pation period and because 4i-Sadat aseumed 4 wait-and-see posture vis a vis Zionist 
int ransigence. 


Those people find it doubtful that Segin’s govermment will be able to achieve auch 
on the leraeli scene even though such achievements are desirable in Begin's 

dreams and in the dreams of the group of people in his government. The political, 
social and economic conditions that Israel is experiencing at present are extremely 
difficult, and solwing the problems from which leraeli society is suffering my re- 
quire extraordinary measures that are not available in the context of the given 
factors of the present situation. It is not easy, for example, to curb the un- 
ruliness of the present devastating inflation in Ierael which has exceeded 130 
percent. It is also not easy to solwe the housing problems for new immigrants or 











for young couples, Ner is it easy to revive the economy, to repair the conditions 
of poor areas of to take political action freely and with greater enthusiasm, 


At any rate, the leraeli mainstream supported Begin's party when it entered the 
jast elections in 197) with 4 program that had dazzling and expansive promises 

for treating all the economic, social and political problems, it may even be said 
that Begin's advent into power was due to the rush of a large number of voters to 
support hie party. The voters had hopes that the conditions of leraeli society 
would be improved and that Zionist dreams would be realized after conditions had 
declined under the previous (Ma' arakh) government led by the Labor party. 


Many people in lIerael believe that Begin cannot lead his party today into the 
coming elections proclaiming the same slogans of reforming social, economic and 
political conditions in the country. The experience of } years of the Likud 
government raised the rate of inflation from 25 to 130 percent. The number of 
unemployed rose to about 60,000 workers; possibilities for profits in trade 
dwindled; tax collection was broadened; and the eway of black market money got 
worse. 


Some observers in lerael today are affirming that the early signe of the battle for 
the elections which began to appear in the last few weeks, did not include the 
slogans that were proclaimed in the 1977 elections campaign. 


Even those members of Begin's party or hie close associates who praise his govern- 
ment cannot deny the fact that economic and social conditions have been 
deteriorating. One of Begin's closest associates, Yoram Avidor , the Ieraeli 
deputy minister and president of the Herut party said, for example, “The 
principal question in the next elections will be that of preventing the Labor 
party from re-dividing Israel.” This statement was aleo printed in the JERUSALEM 
POST. 


Avidur enumerated the accomplishments of Begin's government. He mentioned the 
achievement of peace with al-Sadat's regime and the achievement of security on the 
northern borders, especially after Israel's military operation on the al-Litani 
[River]. He did not forget to mention that scores of new settlements vere 
established in the occupied land, chat the residents of those settlements were 
increased and that they became almost 10,000. 


With regard to the Ieraeli masses Avidur gentioned the matter of expanding the 
settlements to Hebron where the Likud [government] set up 40 settlements and 
guard posts. Avidur told the assesses that [the government] had taken part in free 
education after the elementary stage; that measure did reduce the financial 
burdens of hundreds of thousands of families. Avidur also spoke about reducing 
the number of families living in overcrowded housing. 


Nevertheless, Avidur did affirm three gatters which the Likud had to realize to 
ensure the party's success in the coming elections. First, there gust be 4 satis- 
factory media plan. Second, certain social measures must be taken. Third, he 
insisted that the future of an undivided Israel be guaranteed. 


The fact is that Avidur’s statements indicate the identity of the Likud's strategy 
in the coming elections. 





There have been indications to confirm what has already been stated, Members of 
the Likud party have recently been accusing members of (al-Ma'arakl) party of. 
“paving the way for the PLO to establish a Palestinian state,” Elections adver- 
tisements in leraeli newspapers suggested some features of the coming battle 
between the two principal contending parties. 


Regarding the party's achievements in the last 3 years, we read the following in 
one of the Likud's elections advertisements published in (MA'ARIV) last 

8 September on the occasion of the new Hebrew year: 

[1| We were able to wrest 4 peace agreement with fgypt. 


[2] We worked to prevent an alien government from controlling the territory of 
Israel, and we prevented the establishment of a Palestinian state. 


[3] We established 116 settlements in the Israeli region of Hebron, in Judea and 
Sumaria (that is, in the West Bank) and in other locations. 


strengthened the security of the northern borders. 
implemented new housing plans, and we reduced the housing hardship. 


we 
he 
[6] We began building homes for the distressed as 4 supreme governmental duty. 
We considered free education. 

he 


iL expanded all branches of exports in unprecedented proportions. 





|\9]) We launched a vigorous battle against black market capital. 


The advertisement went on to say that the party will continue next year asking 
efforts to reduce financial inflation. It will continue its efforts to build a 
new society that would realize all our plans. 


While the Likud was formulating steps for its next elections action, it was also 
sketching its way towards what the party had called “giving 411 our plans con- 
crete form.” 


Some informed Israeli observers are saying ‘hat the measures of Begin's govern- 

ment in this regard will be swift. Those observers add that Begin wants swift 
action. They mention, for example, the steps that were taken to pass some legis- 
lation while the Knesset was in session before it recessed last fall. Examples of 
this legislation are the legislation on Jerusalem, the resolutions on the canal 
between the Mediterranean Sea 4.1 the Dead Sea, the settlement resolutions or such 
legislation about which resolutions will be made and votes taken in the near future. 


These observers do not think it unlikely that the legislation enacted by the 
authorities of the military government in the occupied areas will have ite effects. 
it seems that the timing of such legislation is consistent with the aspirations of 
Begin's government at the present time, such as educational legislation, prohibiting 
the procurement of funds from abroad for the municipalities and organizations of 

the West Bank and changing the Ottoman Law of organizations and other laws. 





Most predictions in Israel state that begin does not want to enter the real elec= 
tions campaign empty-handed without having Zionist accomplishments that would make 
hie party look qualified to the leraeli voter. 


What we are saying is best indicated by what was recently written about thie subject 
in THE JERUSALEM POST. 


"It is to be expected that the Likud will not fight the battle for the elections 
under slogans of curbing financial inflation, increasing production, narrowing 
social differences and solving the problem of the lack of housing. It seems that 
} years of practical experience taught the party which is now in power the vir- 
tues of moderation in proclaiming those slogans. If Begin had his way, the next 
battle for the elections will be fought around one problem: that of lerael's 
territory.” 


But THE JERUSALEM POST considered the position of the Likud party to be tantamount 
to “the tactics of demagoguery."” In another statement published on the following 
day it said, “The time has come for the Labor party to respond plainly and 
unambiguously to the Likud challenge.” 


What remains after all this is for one to raise a question: What will be the 
features of the next battle for the elections between the challenging Likud and 
the opposing 41-Ma‘arakh’ 


So far an image of these features has not appeared clearly. But the principal 
lines in that image will begin to take shape in the next few weeks. The principal 
lines in the features of the 10th Knesset began to take shape; their colors have 
begun to mingle in a « srrealistic fashion. It will then be possible to continue 
looking at the painting, to try to understand it and to comment on it. 
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ISRAEL 


ALIGNMENT CONTINUES TO LEAD IN OPINION POLLS 

TAZ31158 Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 23 Jan 61 p 1 

[YEDL'OT AHARONOT Poll: "The Alignment Continues to Lead") 

[Text] The January poll, conducted prior to the decision to dissolve the 
Knesset, reinforces the findings of previous months: the alignment continues 
to lead. It should be noted, however, that the percentage of undecided is 
still high: over 40 percent. 


Question: Who would you like to form the next government’? (figures rendered 
in percentages) 


The Party Alignment Likud No Prefe e 
November 80 44 13 43 
December 80 41 14 45 
January 61 4 15 44 


These are the findings of a current poll of the Israel Institute for Applied 
Social Research and the Communications Institute at the Hebrew University. 
The questions were included in the poll at the request of YEDI'OT AHARONOT. 


Another finding emerging from the January poll, which was conducted after the 
Labor Party convention was held but prior to the Rafi faction decision to leave 
the government, is that Shim'on Peres’ position as the favorite candidate for 
the prime minister's post increased, not only among the potential alignment 
voters but in the eyes of the public as a4 whole. 


Question: Who would you prefer to be the next prime minister? (figures 
rendered in percentages) 


Among the public in general Among alignment supporters 
Candidate Dec 80 Jan 81 Dec 80 Jan 61 

Peres “~ T — 
Rabin 23 16 5 24 

Begin 14 14 — oo 

Others 27 22 19 18 

No preference 18 24 8 9 

CSO: 4805 














ISRAEL 


STATUS OF WOMEN IN IDF ANALYZED 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANEH 19 Nov 80 pp 36-39, 58 


[interview with a group of women officers in the IDF aoderated by Hanah Zemer: 
"Talk With Women Officers: Equality With Limited Liability") 


[Text] The following participated in the talk: 

Navah--commander of a central training base for women soldiers; 
Miqi--officer of the women's corps in NAHAL [Pioneering Fighting Youth]; 
Shaulah--from the Air Force computer unit; 

‘Amirah--assistant to the chief officer of the women's corps. 


Moderator: The @ilitary service of women is under cross fire. On the one hand, 

there are people who, in general, object to women's mobilization. On the other, 

complaints are heard that the mobilization of women for services--in contrast to 

combat duty--perpetuates discrimination. This debate is conducted in many places 
these days. You surely participated in such debates. How do you feel about this 
subject? 


Shaulah: I have a somewhat skeptic view, because I am concerned with the practical 
aspect, not with the principle, and I think that this is also true of the IDF. If 
it were worthwhile to train women for combat duty, I assume that the IDF would do 
this. But this would require an investment of financial and organizational re- 
sources simply not justified by the return. I think that this should be the main 
consideration. 


Moderator: This means that you proceed from the assumption that the return on 
this investment will be much lower than on the investment of the same resources in 
training men for combat duty. 


Shaulah: Absolutely. Men don't enjoy fighting so @uch either, but the “masculine 
character” accepts the need to be a fighter because of society's education. I 
sincerely believe that, if we approach women recruiters in any training base and 
ask them which one is prepared to be a combat soldier, one or one-fifth of a percent 
will anewer in the positive. 


Moderator: in this matter Navah can give us quite a reliable answer. Do you know 
what is the percentage of women, who go through your base in many cycles, who would 
really want to do combat duty? 
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Navah: Il have never compiled statistics on this. But Ll know that the majority are 
prepared to serve in many more capacities, which give them contact with the specific 
action for which the army is designed. 


Long-Term Lavestment 


Moderator: Why does the IDF avoid employing women soliders in the kitchen, for 
example? tse this because they are not good in “induetrial” cooking (most cooks 
in the world are men), or because they are spared service in obvious female jobs? 


Navah: The military kitchen is mainly a kitchen of strength--of big pote, of cook- 
ing for hundreds and thousands of people and of heavy loads that need to be dragged 
and carried. Therefore, it can be said that by nature this work becomes more 
masculine. The woman soldier sees most of the duties she performs in what I call 
the “clerical division" as female or civilian jobs. She has no satisfaction from 
this. She thinks that she is capable of more and I also think that she is capable 
of more, much more. 


Miqi: There is one simple fact that must not be ignored. Combat capacity is a 
function of a certain period of training and exercise, which perhaps is problematic 
for the woman more than the fighting itself. Of course, it should be remembered 
that the period of training of a male combat soldier is a long-term investment, 
beyond the period of regular service. He will give many years of reserve service, 
which is difficult to say about the woman soldier because of her additional function 
in family life. 


Moderator: You too, in fact, are saying that it is not worthwhile investing train- 
ing in a woman soldier because her service is too short. 


Miqi: Yes. We expect reserve service from the man soldier and this is difficuit 
to impose on a married woman who is a mother of children--this is not a shame. 


‘Amirah: IL would begin from the beginning, from the education--both at home and 
in school--for norms, for what society expects of a person along the way. The 
norm of a woaan in combat duty does not fit in this education. (incidentally, I 
disagree wich the argument that combat duty is «a undefined concept. This is a 
very clear conceot). We could absolutely organize ourselves so that a woman could 
without any difficulty serve for a longer period and in the reserves as well. 

This is a matter of decision and law. But society does not want this. 


The question is: What does the woman want? We know this from conversations we 
hold with students before they join the IDF. The expectation from military service 
is the realization of personal abilities. I would like to add that she also has 
social considerations. She wants to be among the fighters, because she believes 
that there her contribution to the army is the greatest and that she helps the 
fighting even if she does not fight herself. She also wants to be among the 
fighters, because they are considered the best youth. That is, in the woman's 
consideration as to where to serve the social aspects are much greater than the 
ability to perform combat duty. 











Two Hundred Occupations Are Not Sufficient 


Moderater: in general, do you see this problem as 4 problem’ That is, does someone 
get up from time to time and say: Equality iaposes the obligation te involve women 
in other duties’ 


‘Amirah: in @y opinion, this problem cannot be compared in civilian life and in 
the army. The army is 4 body with a very defined function and everything is 
directed toward it. in wartime 4 woman will net be called up, but her husband will, 
and during that period she will have to be the guardian of the children, in our 
state today we don't have institutions where | could place ay children during war 
and go to battle... 


Moderator: The question is as to whether we would want 4 society where the sother 
enlists in the army, leaves her children in an institution and goes to battie, 


Newah: | disagree on thie matter. 1 think that, when there is 4 state of emergency, 
vVhoever can make a contribution gust do 80 without any connection Whatsoever to the 
person's sex, 


| want to go back to the moderator’s previous question in connection with equality 
in conditions and opportunities, This is important not only because of the prin- 
ciple inmwelwed, but aleo for practical considerations. I refer to the fact that a 
Significant number of the women soldiers serving in the army get no satisfaction 
from their jobs. We gust confront this fact. 


Moderator: Actually, how do you know this’ You meet the woman early in her 
career in the army, during her recruit service, when she does not yet know what 
her job will be. De you also meet women soldiers during the continuation of their 
military career’ 


Navah: 1 also meet women soldiers during the continuation of their career, in 
courses. But, @ainiy, | see what the army offers them at the beginning of their 
career, a8 4 possible placement during the service. i can say that this also 
affects the sotivation for gobiligation and thie knowledge passes from one group 
to another. There are no secrets in the State of israel. When a woman soldier is 
mobilized, she knows, gore of less, the range of duties that the army can offer 
wr. Despite the fact that we pride ourselves in that we offer 200 occupations, 
in Which women soldiers can be placed, 4 large umber of women soldiers are sot 
eatistied. We quest ask and examine why. in ay estimate, one of the anewere is 
that the woman soldier feele that she can do gore and that her abilities are not 
expressed sufficientiy. 


Lip Service for the Sake of the leage 


Shaviah: There are two pointe that we tend to forget: 4) How aany gen soldiers 
are really satisfied with their placement and gilitary service’ 6) How aany 

women soldiers, after their discharge, will be satisfied and happy with their 

jobs in civilian life’? If we look around us, in civilian society, we will see 
masses of women with high potential, some of them even have an academic degree, who 
are sot satisfied with their jobs. True, this aiso avelies to agen. People with 
potential that would be placed at the right spot and tilized in an optiaua way-- 
this is the problem of godern society. This is not only the problem of the aray. 
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Migii There is @ peyehological diffefence between dissatisfaction with civilian 
work aod with @ilitary work, tn civilian life ome makes a free choice and in the 
army @ cholee is made for the soldier, The army is 4 coercive framework and, 
therefore, the approach ie different, 


‘Amirah: This is the point, the feeling of cheiee,. This is also the difference 
between men and women, because 4 gan, if he is healthy in body and @ind, can 
choose between being 4 pilot, 4 sailor of 4 gember of the armored corps. It is 
true that sometimes this freedom of choice is theoretical, but at least he has 
some possibility of choice, The woman has no range of choices, Wer choice is 
@uch more limited, 


Moderator! But we are told that there is progress and that today women serve in 
jobs that were not open to them 5 of 10 years ago. ten't this right? 


Navah: This is fight, but in terms of email and insignificant numbers, Sometimes 
we tend to present this as some breakthrough, which is not relevant. Many tines 
commanders are concerned with this in order to show: in @y base there are two 
women instructors, one simulator and so forth. 1 think that this is lip service, 
because | see the problem in bigger terms. As long as it is 4 question of small 
numbers, this will remain lip service that we pay for the sake of gotivating the 
woman soldier to enlist and for the sake of the image. 


for example, | don't see why all the eaall vehicles in the army cannot be handed 
over to women drivers. The same applies to other jobs that have opened to women on 
a very reduced scale. 





Moderator: It seems to me that 4 woman who serves in 4 clerical of secretarial 
job, which indeed is considered more feminine than driving, can realize her poten- 
tial, if she has it, @ore than in driving. This also provides greater training 
for future work than driving. len't this so” 


Navah: i don’t leok down on clerical jobs. On the contrary, | think that women 
can perform them better than gen. But there are aany other jobs that they can 
perform better than men. it seems to ae that today we demand very littie of thea, 
because we place two instead of one in gany jobs and then one sakes coffee and 
phones and the other writes letters. But I think that one can do both things. 
This will aleo give her a better feeling. 


Moderator: But then the c. ~nander will hawe fewer clerks and will be less 
respected. 


Nawah: Perhaps vou should have 4 talk about this with commanders. 


Mici: 1 wowld like to make 4 connection between what Navah said in her last 
statement and the woman's ability to become physically and emotionaliy integrated 

in jobe that make greater demands on her *han those customarily viewed as “female 
jobs.” As far as women are concerned, at ihe goment we do not yet received man- 
power skilled in technical trades that can be used in the army. We get quite a 
eumber of men who learned 4 trade, but not women. They should receive this train- 
ing in the civilian system and the einistries of education and labor should do a 
better job in this gatter, because for the army it is problematic to invest training 








in @ women whe will serve 2 yeate and perhpas will be discharged before that 
because of marfiage and will ceftainiy net serve in the feserves, With regard to 
the population that we define as underprivileged, which is sobilized for the army 
today, it is absolutely possible to utilize it in the IDF with little additional 
training in civilian life and a little @ore enrichment. Even if it is employed in 
driving, it needs this enrichment, 


The question of women's ability in @ilitary jebs has not yet been examined, except 
for isolated experiments in the Air Poree and the Navy. 1 don't think that anyone 
has evert examined the physical and emotional ability of a young woman of draft age 
to withstand pressure the way 4 young @an io 4 pilot course, 4 sailor of 4 member 
‘f the armored corps does. 


The Uniform laposes Obligations 


Shaulah: Women are always teady for equal rights, but are guch less ready for 
equal duties. For example, in ay unit, which is a rear unit, soldiers gust be on 
duty in the office. Each time a woman soldier of a married woman officer has to 
be on duty, there is 4 problem. In the end, | am always consulted as the expert 

in the subject of women. I believe that the women officers in the unit should be 
on duty Like the gen and on Saturday as well. 1 think that 4 sarried woman, if she 
does not have children, should also be on duty. But, in general, she does not do 
this and the men give in to her. That is, by avoiding equal duties, they also 
hurt equal rights. 


Navah: This gust be changed. i am talking about a drastic change, not in rights, 
but in duties, because thie goes together. 


Moderator: Are there not more restrictions on women in the IDF than on men? For 
example, why is it forbidden to wear earrings that are not totally attached to the 
ear’? And all kinde of other prohibitions, which unnecessarily invade the domain 
of the individual. 


‘Amirah: The uwnifor® imposes obligations, whether 4 woman or 4 gan wears it. When 
i am in 4 uniform, | am doubly careful to aleo carry out civilian duties. When I 
cross the road or drive while in unifore, i am careful about traffic rules even 
more than when I am in civilian clothes, because in uniform we represent more than 
as civilians. Therefore, the rules vou mentioned before--makeup, jewelry and so 
forth=-must be set according to their fundamental accord with the silitary unifora, 
wot according to what is convenient and pleasant. 


‘hie, a8 'af a8 the external appearance is concerned. With regard to the other 
restfictione in the domain of the individual, we must remember that behind every 
woman soldier there is a “Jewish gama” and we must preserve the upbringing with 
which she comes to the army. <A gother does not very @uch want to see her daughter 
photographed naked in PLAYBOY or in BUL. We try very hard in everyday life to give 
the individual his peace of sind as auch as possible, but we gust impose on hia 
normative restrictions such 4s sothers, a8 women and a6 civilians in the state. 


Migi: Belonging to the military system imposes obligations and 1 don't see in 
these restrictions an invasion of the domain of the individual, but introducing 
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order, On the econtfaty, even today, when defined and orderly commands ate in 
effect, we still see phenomena that are eye shattering even for civilians. 


Moderator! Actually, why is the system of the women's corps needed? Women make 
up 3 pereent of the population, True, they don't constitute one-half of the army. 
Nevertheless, | don't see why 4 special system is needed for them. This points to 
what Orwell said: Everyone is equal, bul some are sore equal, 


Miqi: 1 don't think that this perpetuates inequality. This confirms the fact, in 
which at least | believe, that it is more difficult for women in the military sye- 
tem, because of the nature of life, because of pressure and because of all those 
things, whese source is perhaps women's education. it is more difficult for the 
woman soldier to adapt herself to this system and, therefore, | believe that the 
system of women's corps was established in order to make her integration in it 
easier, even if slightly. 1 don't find ayself unemployed even for | hour. 


Moderator: De you provide 4 solution to the woman's difficulties’ 


Migi: in many cases, yes. Sometiges I also gust be a kind of “ambassadress” 
among the male population, which thinks that the woman “is less capable.” 1 don't 
see myself so much as a fighter, but | am already fighting, not in battle, but for 
women’s rights and recognition of their abilities and sometiges, on the contrary, 
when it seems to me that too wide a door has been opened and it is gore difficult 
for women soldiers. 


Moderator: Do you see jobs in regular service that women officers could perfore 
ho worse than gen officers and perhaps better? 


Navah: Dozens and hundreds, in all the areas of command. 


Moderator: But there are problems of superior manpower. If it is possible to 
give these jobs to women officers, why isn't this done? 


‘Amirah: 1 disagree with the assumption that women soldiers would rush to regular 
service if additional jobs were opened to them. A woman officer in compulsory 
service, who i« about to end her service and is wrestling with the problem of what 
to do after her discharge, is not enthusiastic about staying in the array. Very 
often we hear from these women: “Il am tired,” or “I gust free myself a littie bit 
and see what is going on in other areas,” or “I gust study in order to recharge ae 
batteries.” 


Moderator: But gen also say this. This is not at all peculiar to women. 


‘Amirah: That's right. But it is interesting that we hear this less from women 
emploved in jobs about which we say that 4 person's potential is not realized in 
them. It is precisely such women that tend to stay in the regular army. There- 
fore, in ay opinion, today the answer to your question as to whether the opening 
ot mew occupations would provide gore manpower is no. 


Moderator: Do you feel that there are jobs that you could perfore within the 
framework of the IDF and that you would want, but they are closed to you? 














‘Amirali: Yee and no, This @eane, | still hope that they are not closed to me, 
there are many jobs that | would want and | still hope that | can get them, 


“women Officers Are Better Than Men Officers” 


Shaulahi in the professional unit where | serve women have the same opportunity 4s 
men. From @y experience over quite 4 long period | can say that except for iso- 
lated cases women do fot femain in the system and the reasons are gany. For 
example, a long work day is difficult for 4 married woman. On the outside she does 
net have te make any efforts. She can aleo work half a day. The women that take 
advantage of equal opportunities are few. 


Moderator: You are talking about the computer unit. Do men stay there more? 


Shaulah: Yee, absolutely. Such 4 whit, as compared to similar work in the civilian 
market, offers a more serious challenge and greater authority and this is attrac- 
tive. On the other hand, the woman, unfortunately, sees her future in 4 guch more 
limited light. 


Moderator: And you, who stayed, have you advanced in a way identical to that of 
the gan who stayed in the regular army during the same time?’ 


Shaulah: Perhaps not, but, in fact, for a very long time it was convenient for me 
not to assume responsibility. it is always necessary to remember this side. I 
alwaye ecreamed about equality, but, looking back, | guest admit that women are 
prepared for less than men. 


Moderator: Navah, would you be able tomorrow to assume the command of 4 training 
base for gen recruits as opposed to women recruits? 


Navah: I think that, if I had followed a path along which I would learn things 

from the bottom, in principle, yes, but not any base for gen recruite--a base for 
men recruits on 4 certain level, yes. If I had begun my career in quite a different 
way of with orderly retraining on a certain level, I think that, absolutely, yes. 
But | am not talking about ayself personally. 


Moderator: Is such retraining open to wouen? 
Navah: I don't know of such an opportunity. 


‘Amirah: If the army provides training in the command and staff for such or other 
jobs in the military field and if women officers want to integrate themselves in 
that field, great. At the same time, when comparing men and women officers, we 
notice women officers on an extraordinary level, even when they have not received 
theoretical training or studied in special courses. in general, the level of women 
officers is higher than that of gen officers. 


Excess of Rights 
Moderator: Let us assume that the day will come--and I hope that it will--and we 


will find outselves in 4 good security situation that will enable the IDF to say: 
i no longer need women. Or that there will be enough gen, or that there will be 
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enough @oney to pay for all these jobs that women do, Then there will be the 
question as to whether they should of should not be gobilisged from the social 
standpoint alone, in order not to discriminate between the sexes and not to stress 
the difference. In such a theoretical situation what will your position be? 


Navahi On 4 social basis, absolutely, yes. On a realistic and nonfeminist basis, 
he, 


Shaulah: Personally, | have the feeling that we went beyond the stage of equal 
rights a long time ago and we are beginning to talk about an excess of rights. I! 
am certainly not feminist and, therefore, | only wish that we reach a situation 
where we will not need women in the IDF. But, of course, I don't talk from the 
social aspect. 


Moderator: Do you really think that in Israeli society the woman has an excess of 
rights’ 


Shauiah: | am talking about the woman soldier in the army, not about the woman in 
leraeli society. 


Moderator: Do the others here aleo think that the woman soldier has an excess of 
rights’ 


Miqi: No, I don't think that she has an excess of rights. As to your question, | 
am in favor of integrating the woman in the army in any event, under any condition. 
| wish that this would really cease to be a security need, but to integrate then, 
always. 


Navah: in ay opinion, today regression in this matter is no longer possible. No 
one will lend hie hand to this and certainly not I. When it will be possible to 
reduce the army, the reduction will not be proportional, but there will be no 
situation where women soldiers do not serve in the IDF. 


i would like to add something personal. Let is not be construed from this talk 
that | am not satisfied with what is happening generally in the area. 1 fired a 
few shots, but I absolutely think that there are many women soldiers who are doing 
good and efficient work and the commanders also think so. 


Moderator: I think that you did the right thing and many women readers will 
certainly say: WNavah and the others spoke from our hearts. Thank you very much. 


11,439 
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MERON ON FRG DEAL WITH SAUDI ARABIA 


DW131030 Cologne DEUTSCHLANDFUNK NETWORK in German to Bast and Weet Germany 
0510 GMT 12 Jan 61 


| Interview with Moshe Meron, vice president of the Knesset by Udo Philipp: 
date and place of interview not given--recorded | 


[Text] [Question] What would be lerael's reaction if the arm deal between 
Saudi Arabia and the Federal Republic materialized’ 


|Anewer|] The reaction would be negative. That is absolutely clear. We 
would not just be unhappy about such a deal, we would be concerned. I 
believe that arms supplies to Saudi Arabia in these times would represent 
4 grave and serious danger for lerael. 


(Question) Even though other states having good and friendly relations with 
israel supply even more arm to the Saudis, euch as the United States, 
for example’ 


|Anewer) Yes, that is correct, the Americans supply arms to the Saudis, 

but under certain conditions. First, we know what arms are being supplied. 
At any rate we were able to bring influence to bear on the quality. We were 
able to bring influence to bear on the F-15 planes, for example, in that 
their effective flight radius was reduced. in other words, there was a4 
certain quality restriction, it was possible to achieve a certain quality 
restriction. That was important for us. On the other hand, however, the 
Americans have supplied us with certain arm, and we obtained them even 
somewhat faster than ordered. That was done in view of the fact that the 


Americans know that arm supplies to the Saudis represent 4 serious danger 
for us. 


[Question] Would Ierael in case of an arms deal between Bonn and Riyadh also 
try * ‘ein arms from the Federal Republic in line with the lserael- 
Amer i i Arabia example’ 


|Anewer!] I would put it as follows: If the Federal Republic were to sel! 
arms to the Saudis after all, we should at least have the right to buy arms 
from the Federal Republic under the same conditions we have with the /mericans. 
And we would wish that the Saudis receive the arm supplies under the same 
conditions as from the Americans. 
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\Wueetion) These arms afe officially destined net fer a war of 4a war against 
isfeel, they are supposed to sefve as protection against possible develop- 
Mente in the Persian and Arab guifs, te you believe that there are any 
possibilities to really limit the arm for such 4 purpose’ 


|\Anewer!) Thies is next to impossible, You can airlift a tank, from the 
Persian oulf against lerael practically within a few hours, And in the case 
of the Saudis | would not be se sure, Today they are in the Western camp, 
tomorrow the situation may change there as 4 result of a revolution, it is 
also one of the worries of the Americans today that the incumbent royal 
government of Saudi Arabia might be turned into a people's republic of 

Saudi Arabia tomorrow, Hence the concerf on our part, because in such an 
event the people's republic of Saudi Arabia would first of all try to fight 
against israel jointly with other states--Arab states. 


Question) But what happened in Iran need not necessarily repeat iteelf. Is 
it mot true that strong support extended to the Saudi Government and the 
dynasty might prevent such a revolution? Might that not be in Israel's 
interest’ 


|Anewer) All this is not vet certain, After all, if we take a look at Iran 
we fote that strong support by the Americans did prevail there. They supplied 
the shah of Iran with all sorte of new arm; vet this did not prevent a 
revolution there, Today we are perfectly aware that an arms supply per se 
cannot prevent an internal revolution, We on our part gust always keep in 
mind that our own security comes first, This is the reason for the serious 
concern that 4 potential arms delivery to the Saudis by the Federal Republic-- 
even if it is still only 4 rumor, I believe--will constitute a danger to us 
and this is why we will have to do everything to reduce such a danger. Maybe 
an arms delivery will not take place, but should the Federal Republic make 

up its mind to go through with euch 4 delivery some day, then Israel, too, 
should be granted a chance to purchase arms in the Federal Republic and to 
exert influence on the sales to Saudi Arabia, always having the security of 
our state in mind, 


LSO: aa) 3 
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ALTERING CHARACTER OF JERUSALEM PROTESTED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 17 Oct 80 p 43 


[Interview with Jerusalem Mayor, Rubi al-Khatib by ‘Adnan Nasrawin: "We Rejected 
the Ieraeli Proposal To Form a Uniform Municipal Council after the 1967 War; Plan 
To Make 18,000 Residents Leave Jerusalem in the Context of Continuing Measures To 
‘Judaize’ the Holy City”) 


(Text!) te was not difficult to find the home of Ruhi al-Khatib on 41 -Luwaybidah 
Mountain. Today, all the homes have been ruined. Finally, | saw a clearly written 
sign on the door of the house: Ruhi al-Khatib, aayor of Jerusalen. 


How can the man be the mayor of Jerusalem when he was removed from the Limelight 
after the 1967 war when the military occupation authorities began “Judaizing” the 
Holy City? 


le he the mayor of Jerusalem until today’ 


Ruhi al-Khatib shuddered when I asked him that question, and he said, “In fronce of 
the Arabe and in front of international public opinion I was and I still am the 
mayor of Jerusalem despite the decisions of the occupation authorities and despite 
the fact that I have been out of office since 1968." 


We told the mayor of Jerusalem, “The city has been occupied for 13 years. Israel 
has annexed the entire city and has proclaimed it ite unified capital.” 


Ruhi al-Khatib gazed at the yellow sugar cane reeds from which his couch was made. 
ie rubbed the reeds with his fingers at some length and then said, “The primary 
dangers of thie lIeraeli decision lie in the fact that it is a blatant challenge to 
the feelings of Arabs and Moslems. We are saying that Jerusalem has been an Arab 
city for 5,000 years. Jews have not lived in it for gore than 400 non-consecut ive 
years. This does not give them the historical right to make Jerusalem their 
eternal capital. Jerusalem was the noble prophet's point of departure on his mid- 
night journey to the seven heavens. It has been a holy city for Moslems for a 

long time. it remained under Moslem sovereignty for about 1300 years during which 
it was 4 model of tolerance. Accordingly, I declare that the annexation of 
Jerusalem by the occupation authorities is an invasion operation that exposes our 
contemporary world to serious dangers, This is a matter that no Arab and no Moslem 
can accept because Arabs and Moslems consider Jerusalem an Arab and an Islamic city 
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with ties to Arab history and to the Hely Koran, notwithatanding the pressure and 
the terror practiced by the leraeli military occupation authorities against Arab 
residents of the city to force them to leave in the context of ‘Judaiging' 
Jerusalen,” 


[Question] How does this take place’ 


[Anewer] The leraelis have recently enacted an education law which demolished the 
Jordanian law that was enforced in Arab Jerusalem. They replaced it with their 
leraeli law. They aleo placed severe restrictions on higher education for Arab 
youth to foree them to leave [the country] to get an education, 


[These actions] were preceded by "Judaizing” elementary, preparatory and secondary 
education in the schoole of Arab Jerusalem. Education is now entirely subject to 
israeli law which refuses to acknowledge Arab iden. ity and Palestinian national 
culture. 


[Question] Is the "Judaizing” process confined to education?’ 


[Anewer}] Not at all. The “Judaiging” process ie taking place on 411 levele and 
even in the economy. For example, the entire Arab economy in Jerusalem has been 
tied to the Ieraeli economy. This Israeli law is also trying to divide our people 
in Palestine into two sections: 4 northern section that begins with Ramallah 

{and stretches] northward, and a southern section that begins with Bethlehem | and 
stretches) southward. This means that the Arab entity in the occupied lands is 
being weakened. 


The occupation authorities also continued completing the ring of leraeli settlements 
around Arab Jerusalem. They even began a new inconspicuous campaign to "Judaize” 
the Holy City. The Israelis are continuing their excavations in the residential 
areas, As a result, a number of occupied buildings near the western wall of the 
Holy Mosque cracked. So far 28 Arab homes have been thus cracked. I am certain 
that the occupation authorities are continuing the execution of their terrorist plan 
to force 18,000 Arab city dwellers to leave Jerusalem by tearing down their homes. 
There is another plan to “Judaize” Arab Jerusalem. it is represented in digging 

a tunnel that would run under the old city from the commercial section inside the 
walls of Jerusalem to the side of Mount Olive. it is feared that this tunnel will 
cause cracks in neighboring buildings inside the city just as buildings near the 
Holy Mosque cracked when they were carrying out the excavations. 


[Question] Do you believe that the Arab or Islamic position measures up to the 
Israeli challenge’ 


\Answer|) The question of Jerusalem was well served in international circles by 
the decisions that were issued by the Islamic Conference on Jerusalem; by the 
meeting that took place between King Khalid and President Saddam Husayn; by their 
subsequent announcement of a comprehensive Arab boycott of any country that recog- 
nized the recent Israeli resolution to annex Jerusalem; by the implementation of 
the principles of the political and economic Arab boycott against such a country; 
and by the unified Arab stance supporting this step. 








| believe that Arabs and Moslems can do more for Jerusalem despite the lateral 
disputes that some Arab countries are experiencing. Moslems can thus develop an 
Islamic Arab strategy to save Jerusalem and the occupied Arab territories, The 
Arabs have the capabilities for influencing the world to support their causes, | 
am referring here to the economic and of] capabilities which the Arabe have and 
which the entire world needs, These capabilities quest be used to serve Arab causes 
especially since these weapons have demonstrated their effectiveness during and 
after the 1973 October war, 


[Question] Do you net consider the call of Prince Fahd Ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Agiz to fight 
a holy war to liberate Jerusalem an inseparable part of thie strategy’ 


|Anewer] I defined my position on Prince Pahd's call for a holy war in a telegram 
i sent hie highness in my capacity as mayor of Jerusalem after he made his historic 
eall to save the Holy City. I said that the call for a holy war to save Jerusalem 
and to establish an independent Palestinian state assures the world that Saudi 
Arabia, our older sister, is taking a firm position and is prepared to reclaim Arab 
and Islamic solidarity and to lead the standard against the Zionist invasion of 
Palestine. The statements that were made by Fahd revive hopes and strengthen 
determination, especially the hopes and the determination of our people [who are 
living) under occupation. Our people are striving for the solidarity of Arab and 
Moslem brothers to unite their word and their positions and to work towards their 
liberation from the loathsome fires of occupation. Arabs gust take up one stance 
behind the call for a holy war that would use all means to save Jerusalem and 
liberate the sacrosanct objects [of Islam). 


{|Question] I would like to ask you 4 special question in your capacity as mayor 
of Jerusalem. What were your personal feelings after the Camp David Accords’ 


[Anewer] The Camp David Accords destroy the Palestinian question in its entirety. 
They replace the Palestinian question with the question of the West Bank and of 
the Gaza Strip; they sidestep all Arab positions; and they contravene all inter- 
national resolutions. Even the question of the West Bank and Gaza is tied to 
these resolutions by the autonomy which is subject to Israeli sovereignty and 
supervised by the Israeli army. There is no mention of the removal of the Israeli 
settlements that were established there after 1967. But the question of Jerusalen, 
the heart of Palestine and the object of the affection of the Moslems of the 
world, is not even mentioned in the Camp David Accords. it was mentioned in the 
letters that were exchanged between the parties to the accords but there was no 
agreement over a general framework for it. This was not the case for Sinai, for 
example. It must be noted here that the Israeli position is quite inflexible 
especially with regard to Jerusalem. Israelis strongly insist that Jerusalem is 
the unified capital of israel. 


Furthermore, there is some agreement about the establishment of a single municipal 
council in Jerusalem and about ignoring the dangers that aay ensue from such an 
agreement. There is a 75 percent Jewish majority which is threatening the Arab 
minority that has shrunk to 52 percent [of the city's population) as a result of 


the policy of terror that is practiced by the Israeli occupation authorities against 
Arab residents. 
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The suggestion that Jerusalem have a single municipal council half of whose 
members would be Jewish and the other half Arabs is in fact an leraeli suggestion, 
It was made to us by the Jewish chairman of the qgunicipal council that wae forced 
on Jerusalem when | was the mayor of Jerusalem after the 1967 war, The lIeraelis 
suggested that we join them in a single @unicipal council, and we turned down the 
suggestion because the mere fact of accepting that suggestion would have signified 
that we accepted the annexation of Jerusalem to leraeli sovereignty. Thies matter 
is totally and completely objectionable. The Israelis also suggested that we form 
an independent council in Bast Jerusalem and that that council be advisory, We 
turned down that suggestion too. 


[Question] What do you want then?’ 


|Anewer!] What we want is what every Arab and every Moslem wants, We want Arab 
sovereignty restored to Jerusalem. We want Jerusalem to remain the way it used 
to be under an Arab municipal council and [we want] an Arab sovereignty that will 
treat Jews in a humane democratic fashion just as it did in the past before the 
emergence of the Zionist Movement. 


8592 
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ISRAEL 


"DAVAR' ANALYZES WEST BANK LEADERSHIP 
TAO90931 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 9 Jan 61 p 15 
[Commentary by Dani Rubinstein: "A Transition Leadership") 


[Text] It was in vain that | searched for Bassam al-Shak'ah's name in the 
press and different publications about the West Bank that appeared over the 
first 10 yeare of leraeli rule there, after 1967. It is strange that the 
man who is today crowned as the most important leader in the territories 

was almost anonymous until his election to the post of mayor of Nabulus in 
1967. Where was he prior to that? It appears that he was living in Nabulus 
all those years, but he avoided public and political activity. He spent 
most of his time in the family soap factory and left his other aristocratic 
relatives to play a role in the leadership of the town and region. 


In Ya'aqov Shim'oni's excellent book about the Arabs of Eretz Yiera’el, which 
was published even before the establishment of the state in 1947, three lines 
(on page 231) are devoted to the Al-Shak'ah family. They say that it is a 
“rich and well-known family. The head of the family, and the most prominent 
of them all, is Ahmad Al-Shak'ah who owns a soap factory and lands and so 

on and is one of the most active leaders of the Nashashibi Party, one of the 
confidants of Sulayman Tuqan" (who was then mayor). 


After that, during the period of Jordanian rule, one of Nabulus' representa- 
tives in the Jordanian parliament, Walid al-Shah'ah, who drew a knife during 
one of that parliament's debates at the beginning of the 1950's, became 

well known. This incident occurred when a Bedouin shaykh from eastern Jordan 
insulted the Palestinian representatives to the parliament by telling them 
that they ought to be grateful to the Jordanian legion which came to their 
aid after the Jews had beaten them and raped their wives. That same 

Walid al-Shak'ah built one of the first luxury, modern houses in Nabulus, 

on the slopes of Mount Gerizim, rext door to the no less luxurious home of 
his brother-in-law Hamdi (Kin‘'an), who was mayor of Nabulus when the IDF 
captured it in 1967. Walid Al-Shak‘ah died several years ago and the dis- 
tinguished Al-Shak'ah family was represented on the municipal council by 
‘Adil, a cinema owner and businessman, Bassam's elder brother. 


I have given these few details about the old, strong Al-Shak'ah family in 
order to indicate the political direction in which Bassam Al-Shak'ah's 
origins should, and have, led him. Most of the West Bank's rich, great 
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families were well incorporated inte the conservative regime of the Hashemite 
Kingdom, A large section of them cooperated with King ‘Abdaliah even before 
the latter annexed the West Bank. Even without using well known sociological 
theories, to this day it is possible to understand how the traditional and 
strong groups of Palestinians prefer the moderate, pro-Western Jordanian regime 
to nationalist, social radicaliem as expressed by the PLO. From the southern 
territory of Shaykh Al-Ja'bari, who ruled the Hebron hille, to the territory 

of the Tuqan and Al-Masri families in Nabulus, what is outstanding in the 

West Bank is these groups’ leaning toward preserving the status quo. 
Palestinian society (especially in the territories) has a well known class 
nature and the upper class, the owners of the lands and property, fears changes. 
These aristocratic families have a status, influence and assets they have 
accumulated from both sides of the Jordan River, Even if the Jordanian rule 

is not always to their liking the possibility of a change may be worse for them. 


Bassam Al-Shak'ah's roots are planted deep in this tradit ional-conservative 
establishment which has been cooperating with the Amman kingdom for many 
generations, His only deviation from this was limited activity in the 
Jordanian Ba'th Party, activity because of which he was arrested and interro- 
gated in Jordan almost 25 years ago. Sassam al-Shak'ah's name does not appear 
in the Jordanian security services’ lists of Ba'th activists, which fell into 
the IDF's hands in 1967, and he himself said this week, in reply to questions 
by journalists, that he stopped his Ba'ith activities back in 1959, 


Nevertheless, it appears that the memory of the nationalist Ba'th revolution 
in Jordan at the end of the 1950's was what led Bassam Al-Shak'ah to his post 
as mayor in the 1976 elections in Nabulus. Many voted for him as mayor 
because of his radical positions. But, at the same time, many others voted 
for him despite his radical positions and put him in the post of mayor 
purely because of his distinguished social origins. 


it seems to me that Bassam Al-Shak'ah represents a certain type of leadership 
that may, perhaps, be called a “transitional leadership,” which is what 
characterizes today's popular leadership in the territories. Take, for 
example, the communist doctor, Dr Ahmad al-Natshah, who would have been 
elected mayor of Hebron in 1967 (had he not been expelled from there); 
traditional, fanatically-Islamic Hebron certainly did not foster Dr Al-Natshah 
because he was a long-time extremist socialist. Most of the leads of the 
great Al-Natshah family, including Mustafa who is deputy mayor of Hebron today, 
are considered to be close to the Muslim Brotherhood. Despite this, they 
supported one of their relatives whose leftist positions were well known. 

They did so because they knew that his positions, which were in opposition 

to the Hashemite regime, were considered to be proud nationalist ones and so 
his prestige was great and his chance of being elected was excellent. 


This combination of a member of an aristocratic family with revolutionary views 
is an unusual one. This is 4 combination of an impossible compromise trying 
to make a bridge between the conservative interests of the very powerful 
traditional elite and the modern nationalist, revolutionary values that have 
gained a broad hold on the Arab population. Each side is pinning its hopes 





oo thie whueual leadership, The PLO, with ite VaFieus brahehes, both hationalist 
aid Markist, hopes that Bassam al-Shak’ah will adhere to his old fanatical 
veiiefe. The Jordanian fregency, if contrast, hopes that Al-@hak'ah will 

listen te hie family’s and his traditional secial status’ orders, Sassae 
Al=Shak'ah seems to be rushing about between the two sides, While he wae in 
the hospital in Leadon, King Nusayvfa called on him on @ state Visit and pro- 
Mieed te cover all the expenees of the @edical treatment, Last week Al=-Shak’ ah 
vent te Aggwn and held a friendly meeting with the king, 4 meeting des: fibed 

in full in the Jordanian wedia, After that, fairly pleasant remarks Al-Shak ‘ah 
sade ifn Asman were alee published, There is fe doubt that after such a 
defenetration of affection between Al-Shak'ah and King Husayn, it was hard 

ior him te return te Nabulue, Because of this, he delayed his arrival by a 

(ew gave and went from Amman to Demascus. in Damascus he met with Presiden’ 
Aim-Asad, today's sumber one enemy of King Husayn, who had called up his arty 
and declared war on Jordan only a few weeks previously. Al-Shak’ah also met 
‘Arafat in Damascus, afd only after he had presented a clear picture of his 
political path could he cross the Damia Bridge and return to his town, Nabuius, 


it is most likely that if Bassam Al-Shak’ah had been satisfied with the meeting 
in Amman and had thet, gone straight home, he would have been received with 
somewhat less enthusiases. it is @y guess that the publicity about the vare 
*eetings between Al-Shak al and King Husayn embarrassed the mayor of Nabulus 
and so he was forced to go to Damascus right away. Nabulus had been wait ing 

of him at the end of the previows week and was quite surprised that he 
changed hie plans, Now, after having met with ‘Arafat and Ail-Asad, Al-Shak'ah 
has given himself back the balance which is the seeret of hie power, 4 

balance between hie honorable origins and his radical positions. 


As iome ae leaders of Bassam Al-Shak’ah’s type can keep this balance, everything 
goes well, But a daw of decision may vet arrive; it may yet turn out that such 
a compromise is realiv impossible. And then the former Ba'th member's deepest 
feelings will be faced with the good of the Nabulus businesemen, his family 

and friends, If such a day arrives, it will be the end of the “transitiona! 
leadership” of the revolutionary aristocrats whose power and prestige is so 
efeat in the territeries today. 
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WEST BANK SETTLERS’ PLANS UNDER ALICNMENT COVPEREMENT 
TAL61121 Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Jan 81 p 14 
|\Commentary by Yehuda Litani: “West Bank Minefield”) 


[Excerpts] Agriculture Minister Ari‘el Sharon, who serves also (some say 
mainiy as chairman of the Joint Government-Jewiah Agency Settlement Committee), 
was this week among the gost insistent opponents of early elections, whether 
by means of the government's resignation or through passage of 4 special law 
tor the dissolution of the Knesset. in Monday's [12 January] Cabinet session 
Sharon argued, according to presse reports, that the government must continue 
to perfor® ite national tasks, including the safeguarding of Judaea and 
Sameria. Por this reason, he added, it must we 411 means to recruit 4 
majority in the Knesset. According to these reports, Ari'‘el Sharon also 
contended that the government gust continue in office “until the last minute,” 
for one thing in order to prevent “fraternal strife and a sharpening of 
relations.” Sharon said this in connection with the inclinations he finds 

in the alignment to return the West Bank to Jordan. 


All of Sharon's remarks on “national sissions,” “safeguarding Judaea and 
Samaria,” preventing “fraternal strife and the sharpening of relations” focus 
on ohe issue, and therefore it is incumbent upon the government to recruit 
“with all means” « majority--in an attempt to prevent the return of any 
territory at 411 from the West Bank and Gaga to Jordan, or to any other 

Arab body, following a change of government in Israel. The realistic 

Arik Sharon feele which way the wind is blowing and knows full well that 

the Likud has virtually no prospect of returning to power after the elections. 
te is seeking to complete the task he began 3 1/2 years ago in close coopera- 
tion with Gush Bewnim and with the director of the Jewish agency's land 
settlement department, Mati Drobles. The essence of that task was to add the 
maximal number of settlements in the West Bank (less in the Gaza Strip) with 
the defined aim of “preventing the re-partition of Eretz Yisra‘el.” 


The Likud was not guided by settlement considerations but by purely political 
ones. Thus, the encirclement of Jericho was recently commenced by means of 
new settlements in order to prevent the return of the Jericho corridor to 

the Jordanians, should the alignment return to power. The Likud saw not only 
political but aleo security considerations when it established the settlements. 
Mati Drobles wrote in September 1980: "A wilitary presence alone in the areas 





weet of the Jordan is ifeulficient for the security of this sefisitive region, 
A civilien presence of Jewish settlements is essential for the safeguarding 
of the country, This is because all the settlements in Judaea and Samaria 
are iovated on high hills that dominate main axes Which present difficult 
paseage for aftr in particular and for vehicles in general. it should be 
foted that in view of the lessons of the last war ali measures have been 
taken so that the settlers in the territories will be equipped and trained 

to defend themeelves and to defend against 4 surprise attack, Therefore, 
mot oniy will fe need arise to evacuate them in the event of war, but a dense 
series Of settlements on the ridgeline can constitute a trusty barrier that 
wil. be a buffer againet the united and powerful eastern front that is now 
threatening Lerael, of will at least delay an Arab offensive until the 
reserves arrive,” 


here are probably senior IDF officers in the permanent army and in the 
reserves who would dispute these assertions; however, thie is part of the 
Likud government's ideological basis for establishing the settlements. The 
pian of Sharon and Drobles is in fact the basic Gush Baunim plan with minor 
alternations. This is 4 plan that was originally conceived toward the end 
of the Rabin goverment byw the heads of Gush Emunim, and took on form and 
body toward the end of the Begin government. 


There are today about 1/,000 laeraeli settlers in the Weeat Bank and a few 

hundred leraeli eettlerse in the Gaza Strip. Arik Sharon and his people would 

like to see another few thousand in the Weet Bank before the coming elections, 
that the land mine will be more effective. Mati Drobles: “Being cut off 

by Jewieh settlements, it will be difficult for the ainorities population 

to forge territorial and political unity and continuity.” 


with a supreme concerted effort Sharon and Drobles may succeed in getting 
about 20,900 leraeli settlers to take up residence in the West Bank and 

aiene both sides of the ereen line before the next elections. Immense budgets 
wiki Atimnuwe flowing inte the settlements from ali ministries (particularly 
{rom the education, interior, religious affairs, agriculture and housing 
Sinistries) in order to trv to strengthen the infrastructure and to build 

m~™ setli.ements, 


L.ikue govertment wants to complete the encirclement of Jericho (three 
ave aifeady gone up afc three @ofe -re going up) ane toe estat 
suditional settlements in the Yattir Bioc south of Mount Hebron proxi 
ate te the green line; in the area of the Mount Hebron slopes; and to add 
settlements in the Oarne Shomron Bloc, the Ma’ale Addumim@ Sloc ‘the settle- 
hen t Miahtash, east f Ramalia, will soen be established) and near ior 
ind the Tit'ze Bloc worth of Kabulua. 
wi iff. nce today wiether there ar: FP 0) r 28 ;erageli 
t e Weet bate. . aaron, Mati robles and theif coi. eagues 
sichieved their obiective without anv interference: while the present 
tion party wae engaged maini in licking the wounde of ite (9// electoral 
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defeat, few settlements sprang up secretiy, far from the spotlight, some of 
them very successful socially, Today the alignment leaders realize that the 
gfeatest stumbling blocks to afy political solution after they assume power 
will be the settlements, which began to go up under alignment governments 
and were completed under the Likud government, 


The settlers in the West Bank and the Gaga Strip are already preparing for 

the post-election period, They know that in the first stage the alignment 

does fot intend to evacuate settlements. However, several alignment leaders 
have already declared their intention to “dry out” the settlement budgets. 

The settlers, who have organized in regional councils and in a Judaea-Samaria- 
Gata council, are preparing a defense front against any possible budgetary 

“dry spell,” whether by raising money themselves (though it is hard to believe 
that we will not see the NRP in the next government, and if the NRP is in 

the government it will not be possible to halt the flow of money to the 
settlements), or by plane to get supporting groupe to stage mass demonstrations. 


When Ari‘’el Sharon spoke of "fraternal strife and a sharpening of relations,” 
he knew whereof he spoke. The Judaea and Samaria settlers now constitute 
full-fledged military unite. They are equipped with arms and other military 
gear within the framework of the IDF's regional defense units. Even in the 
period of the Likud government, which supports them, they showed their ability-- 
not within the IDF framework--by smashing car windshielde in Al-Birah and Halhul 
as part of what they termed “action to impose order.” In the period of the 
anticipated alignment government, which will be less friendly than the Likud 
government, they will likely seek to demonstrate their strength, “to impose 
order,” and to prove that “the land of Israel belongs to the people of Israel.” 


therefore, it no longer makes any difference whether Elon More B and Elon More C 
ate established, The main thing is that Elon More A already exists, and the 
same holds for Shilo C and D or Qarne Shomron E. The moment the basis existe 
on the ground, it will fulfill ite goal when the day comes; that is, it wili 
interfere with any political effort entailing any concession to the Arabs, 

even if what is involved is implementation of autonomy--a plan conceived by 

the Likud=<-<in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


There is no doubt that the settlers and their backers intend to struggle 
fiercely against auch aime. The full armories in the West Bank settlements 
will be one of the important aids in the struggle. The alignment leaders are 
already aware that any solution they put forward will be implemented with 
immense difficulties, mainly because of the settlers’ opposition which will 
not be only verbal but, they fear, will be concrete resistance, and not just 
through demonstrations. in private talks with settlers, and via pretty 

clear hints in their public deciarations, it may be understood that only over 
their bodies will settlements in Judaea and Samaria and Gaza be evacuated. 


One of the resolutions of the conference of the Jewish sett'ement council in 
judaea, Samaria and the Gaga district--under the heading o: “Jordanian 
option”--says: “The council views any proposals aimed at handing over parts of 
Eretz Yiera‘el to foreign sovereignty as a disavowal of the Jewish people's 
deatiny and of the goals of the Zionist enterprise, and as an illegal act.” 
Thus, the settlers have already decided that the alignment's Jordanian option 
is illegal--and what they regard as illegal it is their duty (4 just duty, 4s 
they see it) to fight against. 
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TSRAEL 


PROBLEMS WITH KFIR PRODUCTION DISCUSSED 
TA191209 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Jan 81 p 7 


{Commentary by Ze'ez Schiff: “Hasty Decisions on the Manufacture of the 
Keir”) 


|Excerpts| The hesitations and the discussions regarding the future manu- 
facture of the Kfir are further proof that the entire decision-making 
process concerning defense budget cuts was hasty and decisions were fired 
from the hip. When the decision on the large cut in the defense budget was 
made reports were circulated that there would be no choice but to halt the 
production of the Kfir at once. No official announcement was issued on this, 
but the reports appear to have been authoritative. Deputy Defense Minister 
Mordekhay Tzipori was quick to declare that the Kfir's assembly line would 
be severely affected. On the other hand, such money was invested in the 
visits of the Mexican and Colombian defense ministers and their entourages. 


Even as the Mexican defense minister and his staff were discussing the quality 
of the Kfir with Israeli air force personnel, he could read the morning 
press, which quoted treasury officials as saying that production of the Kfir 
had to be stopped, and perhaps the Lavi should not go into production at all. 
Then, abruptly, another confusing decision during the Mexican minister's 

stay in israel: The manufacture of the Kfir will continue until October. 

If we do not succeed in exporting it, the discussion will then be renewed. 


This is, in fact, a second, contradictory decision made within a short period. 
At present it is not clear how it will be covered in the budget, unless the 
decision on the next defense budget is changed. In the absence of budgetary 
allocations to cover the decision, the Israeli Air Force will not be able to 
purchase the planes that are manufactured. 


Hasty decisions concerning the Kfir--whose unfortunate consequences we are 
now stuck with--were also made in the past. Since security reasons preciude 
us from publishing the annual production rate for these planes, let us say 
that in 1977 x number of planes came off the assembly line. The defense 
establishment said that year that orders for the plane would be greatly 
increased, up to the addition of x more planes per annum. That decision was 
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ultimately not made, but .efaes Acicauil sfuustries (IAL) decided it Must be 
ready ‘or the future, eo it ordered raw materiale and many parte from dozens 
of israeli plante and about 100 workshops, In April 19786 orders went out 

to about W plants in Ierael., Soon it emerged that the IDF's order would be 
for only about half the number of Kiir planes that were planned for production, 





Al did not accept this, It manufactured more planes than had been ordered 
in the budget. The Defense Ministry approved this approach; the assumption 
being that an export agreement would be signed during the year and, in the 
meantime, the air force would receive the surplus planes on account, That 
assumption proved false, and in fiscal 1979 production of the Kfir had to be 
reduced to a minimum unprecedented since the production line had gone into 
operation--virtually to the brink of economic profitability (experts per- 
ceived, for example, that the same employees had to work a small part of 
their working hours to assemble one plane). in the meantime, orders went 
out to the various plants, binding contracts were signed, and the warehouses 
of LAL began to fill up with parts and raw materials. 


it turns out that to this day iAl must, on the basis of its previous contracts, 
accept equipment and spare parts for more planes than it has supplied and is 
supplying annually to the air force. This can disrupt the entire system. The 
stocks are increasing, and storage outlays are growing concomitantly. These 
are particularly large expenditures, because plane parts held in storage for 
over 4 year must then undergo special tests. In other words, there is no 
intention in any event to order parts and equipment from IAI. Even if produc- 
tion of the Kfir continues at last year's rate, there is no room today to 
order more equipment from other industries. These obstacles occur because 
decisions that are supposed to be based on long-term production plans are 

mide piecemeal--for 1 vear at the most or even for a few months, such as the 
recent decision to continue production until October. 


This is just one side of the coin. Anvone who toys with the notion that a 
weapons system production line can be shut down from one day to the next, 
as though it were a tap, does not know what he is talking about. Obviously, 
a decision can be made to stop all the machines tomorrow, but the result 
would be gross waste and immense damage costing millions of dollars. 


Since LAIl's warehouses are already packed with parts and raw materials that 
were ordered at an earlier stage, this means that even if a decision is made 
to shut down the Kiir production line, manufacture would continue for 2 more 
years. Until a certain point in 1982 the production line will turn out, at 
whatever rate, the last of the Kfirs, if we refrain from a damaging decision 
to liquidate everything just to demonstrate that the defense establishment 
and [Al must be made to toe the line. 


The conclusion to be drawn from all the above is that not only must decisions 

on the manufacture of a weapons system be based on a multi-year plan, but also 

the shutting down of the production line of such a system, if we do not want 

to cause the destruction of the infrastructure, waste and the flight of pro- 
fessional personnel. Spur of the moment decisions are liable to prove no less 
destructive than decisions to manufacture a weapons system in which only the manu- 
facturer has an interest. This must be borne in mind precisely when discussions 
are underway on the production of the Lavi and its engine, because, again de- 
cisions have been made without proper consultation with the air force and the 
general staft. 
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ISRAEL 





JERUSALEM ASSESSMENT OF REAGAN REPORTED 
TA231340 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Jan 61 p 14 
[Commentary by ‘Uzi Bengiman: “Reagan-Ierael: At the End of the Festivities") 


(Text) It is with interest and curiousity not devoid of a certain degree of 
apprehension that senior officials and a few Israeli politicians are following 
the new Reagan administration, which is slowly taking shape. Even though the 
government has not yet found the time to deal with it--nor, for that matter, 
has the ministerial committee for security affairse--a small number of pro- 
fessional diplomats and some Knesset members interested in Israeli foreign 
policy have for some weeks now been analyzing Reagan's views as well as 

those of the group of men around him in terms of their possible attitude 
toward israel and Middle East problem. 


This group of people read the new president's inaugural speech thoroughly 

2 dave ago. Reagan's address did not really reveal his intentions. Jerusalem 
officiais discovered that the main part of the speech was devoted to domestic 
problems: the economy, national unity, the federal government's relationship 
with the individual states and national pride. Only one short passage dealt 
with foreign affaires, but it also was phrased in very general term. Reagan 
promised to strengthen U.S. ties with its friends and warned that his 
administration would not hesitate to take action to maintain his country's 
national security, just as it would not accept submission at a)l costs to 
maintain peace. 


The initial assesement in Jerusalem the day before yesterday was that the 
hesitation Reagan demonstrated in presenting his foreign policy reveals his 
order of priorities, at ieast in the first period of his term. They got the 
strong impression that Reagan's first 100 or 200 days in office would be 
devoted to handling domestic affairs in an effort to give the administration 
a new image, one that would also help shape foreign public opinion. impres- 
sive government activity in domestic issues would give the White House a 
new, strong departure point from which to operate in foreign affairs, 
Jerusalem says. 


The general opinion among the Israeli officials is that in any event, the 
new administration's room for maneuvering in Middle Eastern affaires would be 
narrow. Reagan and his aides would have to adapt their policies to such 
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fundamental, heavyweight constraints as the Camp David Accords, the Iran=iragq 
war, Soviet expansion, the United States’ military weakness and its dependence 
on Saud i oil, 


in view of all these, Jerusalem officials believe that the Reagan administra- 
tion would strive to establish bases in the region and increase ite naval 
presence in the Indian Ocean, That process would take time to materialize 
and points to an intention to pursue Carter's tendency to regard Egypt as one 
of the countries to give the United States military assistance (if, indeed, 
Cairo is capable of that). A U.S. response to lerael's offer to make an 
israeli port available is not foreseen, even though the estimation is that 
the new administration would certainly take into account the military backing 
israel could provide if necessary. 


‘ther forces, however, will operate in the opposite direction: the new 
idministration will strongly defend U.S. intereste--including those of the oil 
magnates, the class from which Reagan comes--in Saudi Arabia. The administra- 
tion will be under European pressure to adopt the EEC's position on an approach 
for reaching 4 solution to the Israeli-Arab conflict (in the spirit of the 
Venice conference resolutions, including granting the PLO 4 status in the 
peace process), Jerusalem has also observed certain elements within che circle 
of people close to Reagan who do not necessarily represent the anti-Soviet 

line usually attributed to hia. 





\.S. foreign policy will be shaped by the outcome of the meeting of forces and 
the above-mentioned considerations (and others, too) at the White House. 
Israel's standing in Reagan's eves will be influenced by a number of trends, 
including: its role in the strategic deployment to counter the Soviet Union; 
its weight in Washington's efforts to secure its Middle East oil interests; 
its impact on the U.S.-Egyptian dialogue; the balance of power among the 
White House, Capital Hill, the State Department and the National Security 
Council. The opinion is that the support for Israel on Capital Hill, and 
probably also in the White House, has shrunk, Sut, on the other hand, there 
has been an increase in the number of people holding key positions in the 
State Department (Alexander Haig) as well as in the National Security Council 
(Richard Allen) who have shown a favorable attitude toward Israel's positions. 


Some senior Jerusalem officials agree that the Palestinian issue will play 

a smaller role now than it did with the previous administration. Jerusalem 
suspected that Jimmy Carter was trying to erode the Camp David Accords with 

an aim of using them to give the Palestinians and the PLO 4 status not 
accorded them originally and that he tried to bring about the establishment 

of a Palestinian state. They remembered Carter's Clinton declaration (in 
which he talked about the Palestinians’ right for a homeland) and the 

emphasis he put on this issue in his Middle East policy, miintaining that 

the Palestinian problem is the heart and core of the Middle East conflict. 

They expect Reagan, on the other hand, to view the area from a different angle. 


The statements Richard Allen made to the French LE FIGARO this week may 
strengthen this evaluation. Allen said that the Reagan administration would 
not recognize the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people and the 
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sviution to the Palestinian problem would only be feasible when the PLO recog- 
Higes lerael's existence and deserts the path of terroriam. Allen talked about 
leftael in promising terme: The Jewish state constitutes a strategic U.S. 
asset; our relations with lerael harmonize with the U.S. interest and that of 
ail Western democracies; the United States has a special relationship with 
istael; we will not force a solution upon Israel, 


Caution would demand that we do not attribute too great importance to the 
statements cited in the French paper, One must wait and see what the impact 
of other elemente and personalities close to Reagan will be. Jerusalem has 
never forgotten the fact that the newly-elected president will be surrounde: 
by Vigerous representatives of big U.S. business who have ties and interes' 
in the rich Arab countries. At the same time, Jerusalem believes that, in 
the short run, one cannot expect an active U.S. handling of Israeli-Arab 
relations, The new administration has already announced that it will adhere 
to the Camp David agreements, but Jerusalem doubts whether it will appoint 

4 special senior envoy toward that end, in the style of Sol Linowitz. The 
prevalent view is that the matter will be entrusted with the State Department 
for regular handling. 


The Reagan administration's political activity toward the Middle East will be 
strongly influenced by the interim period that began this week in Israel with 
the cabinet's decision to advance the election. Both President Al-Sadat and 
President Reagan wiil probably wait for the results of the July election before 
they take any significant political step aimed at affecting Israel's positions. 


israeli figures have already managed to hear some comments by officials in the 
United States and Egypt to the effect that the autonomy negotiations should 
mot be accelerated when there is a good chance that a new regime might assume 
power in Israel within 6 months and it has already declared that its policies 
diftter from those of the current government, namely that it would imbue the 
autonomy with rich content and, in contrast, would redirect the political 
effort toward a dialogue with Jordan. 


Perhaps .t would be correct to regard the Reagan administration's attitude in 
the tollowing manner, suggested this week by a very experienced official in 
crusalem: israel's standing in the eyes of the new U.S. administration will 
e shaped tirst and foremost by Israel's internal strength. According to 


the people around Reagan, a 150-percent inflation is symptomatic of a society 
that is disintegrating and of a country that is bound to fail. Perhaps som 
officials near Reagan believe that the establishment of a dozen or so modern 


technological plants in Israel would contribute more to Israel's security 
than all tre territories it holds. 
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ISRAEL 





DROBLES TO REQUEST FUNDS FOR NEW SETTLEMENTS 
TAL91303 Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 19 Jan 81 pp 1, 2 


|Report by Jerusalem correspondent Mordekhay Basok: "Government Injecting 
Huge Funde Into New West Bank Settlements") 


[Text] The director of the World Zionist Organization's Settlement Department, 
Matityahu Drobles (Herut), will meet this week with Prime Minister and 

Finance Minister Menahem Begin, to request an additional 237.5 million shekels 
to reinforce the existing Judaea and Samaria settlements and to establish 

new ones. 


The nominal budget of the World Zionist Organization's Settlement Department, 
which operates across the green line, was 350 million shekels for the current 
fiscal year. That budget was updated from time to time in accordance with 
the increases in the consumer price index. As noted, Drobles is now asking 
for an additiona! 237.5 million shekels. In his meeting with the prime 
minister and finance minister, Drobles will stress that in view of the forth- 
coming elections solid facts must be created in the field. The establishment 
of new settlements, he says, must be accompanied by additional funds. 


As will be recalled, the joint Israeli Government-World Zionist Organization 
"Ministerial Settlement Committee" yesterday decided to establish two new 
settlements in the territories: Nili and Yaqir B. Drobles and Minister Sharon 
intend to establish four more settlements in the near future in Judaea and 
Samaria: Shavei Shomron B, in the Qarne Shomron Bloc near Tulkarm; Mitzpe 
Gubrin, west of Hebron; Teqo'ah, east of Gush ‘Etzyon; and Hinanit, next to 
Rehan B, north of Janin. Deputy Prime Minister Yiga'el Yadin is to appeal the 
decision to establish Shavei Shomron B. 


in the plan he presents to the prime minister, Drobles will call for the en- 
largement of all the existing settlements in Judaea and Samaria, up to 

60 residential units. This would entail an additional 430 housing units. 
Drobles says that part of the money will be taken from his department's regular 
budget. The rest, 45 million shekels, he wants from the government. The 
settlement department director's plan also calls for the creation of additional 
sources of employment for the residents of the settlements. tHe will propose to 
the prime minister that each settlement see to it that it has employment for at 
least 5O percent of its breadwinners. This will require an additional 42.5 mil- 
lion shekels. Of that amount, 150 million shekels are earmarked for the 
establishment of 10 new settlements, each costing 15 million shekels. 
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TZLPOR! DISCUSSES SECURITY IN WEST BANK, GAZA 





TAL21645 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 12 Jan 61 


{| Interviewwith Deputy Defense Minister Mordekhay Tzipori by military corres- 
pondent Sha'el Stav; time and place not given--recorded] 


|Text) ([Teipori] Perhaps the murders that occur in the Gaza Strip or, 
occasionally, riots in other areas, are a very good lesson in what a Jordanian 
option means or what the situation will be if there is no Israeli control over 
these areas. It would be very desituhle for everyone to remember this when 
Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip are discussed. As for the recent incidents 
there, we know that all the terrorist organizations have recently been making 
great efforts to stir up the arena or to carry out attacks in Israel. in the 
Gaza Strip, to our regret, they have had several successes in murdering 
moderate Arabs. Over the last few days there have been two cases of attacks 
against Israeli citizens. There is no doubt that the entire defense establish- 
ment is now deployed, first to guarantee the safety of innocent citizens, 

and second to expose those murderers. 


[Question] Do you make any sort of distinction between the terrorists’ activity 
in the Gaza Strip and their activity in Judaea and Samaria? 


|Anewer) Let us say that I make no distinction between these activities. I 
know that the aims of those who are inside Israel's borders and those who are 
on the other side of the border are identical. 


[Question] Nevertheless, it appears that the terrorists have been more success- 
ful in the Gaza Strip than in Judaea and Samaria. Is there any special 
explanation for this? 


[Anewer) I could say that | do not know exactly what missions they had in the 
Gaza Strip or exactly what their missions are in Judaea and Samaria. it 
appears that their primary effort in the Gaza Strip is directed at attacking 
the moderate Arabs. Perhaps this springs from the fact that, in the Gaza Strip 
it has been many months, maybe years, since there have been any demonstrations 
or riots, and this is very displeasing to all Israel's enemies and the 
terrorists. Perhaps they consider the moderate Arabs to be responsible for 
this, and so they have begun murdering them. By the way, the history of the 
Arab colony in Israel is full of such cases. 
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EMPLOYMENT SITUATION IN ISRAEL, WEST BANK REPORTED 
TA151606 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 15 Jan 81 p 8 
|Report by Yosef Tzuri'el: “In the Territories--Full Employment") 


{Text} Unemployment is on the upswing in Israel and its main victims are 
people from development towns. In contrast to this, the economic situation 
in Judaea and Samaria has suffered no real shocks and there is even a shortage 
of workers in several towns. 


About 1 year ago there was some talk indicating that the first to be sent 

away from places of employment in Israel would be workers from the administered 
territories and because of this no mass dismissals of Jewish workers were 
expected, 


Each month employment service reports have shown that this forecast was incor- 
rect. It is true that there has been a drop in the number of Arabs from 
Judaea and Samaria who are formally registered for work in Israel. But those 
who were sent away have not been registered as unemployed by the employment 
service in their places of residence and it is almost certain that they have 
found jobs in plants and workshops within Israel without resorting to state 
authorities for help. 


This month about 35,000 Arab workers from Judaea and Samaria are registered 
as being employed in Israel, about 7,000 of them in Jerusalem. However, it 
is known in the employment service that this figure is not accurate. It is 
estimated that some 20,000 more Arab workers are “circulating” within the 
green line each day and there is no governmental supervision over them. 


But it is not those persons who are worrying the employment service. It 

emerges that at the peak of ever-increasing unemployment in Israel, job 
vacancies in plants and workshops cannot be filled and, for lack of alternatives, 
requests for workers are being referred to employment offices in Judaea and 
Samaria. This month alone about 2,000 requests were passed on and all of them 
had Arab candidates. 


The employment services explain this phenomenon as follows: "Jewish workers 
do not want dirty or badly paid work.” This category included work in textile 








and spinning plants inside Israel. And when Jews do not want to work, the 
plant owners go to Bethelehem, Bayt Jala and Ramallah to find Arab workers. 


The military government is aware of this phenomenon, but in an “open market" 
situation they cannot regulate employment among the Arabs of Judaea and 
Samaria. The result is that there are thousands of unemployed in Israel, 
but there is full employment in the administered territ:. ‘s. 


The tangible expression of this reality is apparent in © local authorities, 
the village councils and building sites in Judaea and + ria. It is not 
easy these days for a municipality to find Arab workers. Villages are 
finding it hard to get local workers for construction foundation work. And 
anyone who is in need of construction workers is forced to surrender to the 
workers’ dictates, because, if he does not, they will turn him down and opt 
for employment in Israel. 
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ISRAEL 


WEST BANK CONSTRUCTION PLANS DETAILED 
TA251056 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 25 Jan 81 p 1 


|Report by Economic Affairs correspondent El'‘azar Levin: “Private Contractors 
To Build 1,800 Villas at Qarne Shomron"| 


[Excerpts] The Housing and Construction Ministry is currently conducting 
accelerated negotiations with groups of private contractors on plans for 
building about 3,000 apartments in the near future in three Samaria settile- 
ments: Qarne Shomron, Elqana and Shave Shomron. The construction jobs will 
be given without a public tender. 


At this stage it has already been decided that an association of nine private 
contractors will build 1,800 apartments, mainly villas, at Qarne Shomron, 
which is about 15 km east of Kfar Sava. The contract is to be signed in the 
coming days and construction will commence immediately. 


in the initial stage the association will build 600 to 800 villas, whose price 
will range from 250,000 shekels to 300,000 shekels, or about one-third of 

the price of similar villas in Ra'‘anana or Kfar Sava. The contractors will 
receive from the Construction Ministry an unlinked loan of 100,000 shekels per 
apartment, at a 72<-percent interest rate; in addition, the ministry will parti- 
cipate in infrastructure costs, as usual. The Construction Ministry has also 
undertaken to purchase 30 percent of the villas to be built, if no buyers can 
be found on the open market. These conditions are similar to those for the 
construction of housing for young couples elsewhere. 


The Construction Ministry is also conducting negotiations with a group of 
Ramat-gan contractors, headed by the Goldstein Brothers, to build 750 residential 
units at Elqana. Apparently, negotiations are also underway with a third group 
for the construction of 500 apartments i the settlement of Shave Shomron, 

east of Bet Lid. The ministry is also .eeking to sign contracts with builders 
for the construction of several hundred residential units at Giv'on. 


The construction in the settlements mentioned is being implemented within the 
framework of government policy and the resolutions of the ministerial settlement 
ommittee. A senior government source said yesterday evening that there is no 
connection between this accelerated construction and the Agriculture Ministry's 
intention to commence the construction of thousands of apartments in Judaea and 
Samaria in the coming months to create facts on the ground in the event that 
there is a change of government in July. 
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ISRARL 


NEW FINANCE MINISTER OUTLINES BOONOMIC PLAN 
TA201137 Jerusalem POST in English 20 Jan 81 p i 


Sepert by economic reporter Shlomo Ma‘or: “Knesset Vote Due Tomorrow: 
Aridor Nominated for Finance Post") 


|Excerpt) Communications Minister Yoram Aridor will shortly become Israel's 
yvoungest-ever finance minister and the firet with any formal higher education. 
Aridor, 4/7, af M.A. law and B.A. economics and political science graduate 

of the Hebrew University, was nominated for the post at yesterday's special 
cabinet @eeting. His nomination is expected to come before the Knesset for 
approval tomerrow. 


The new finance minister is an ardent proponent of a vigorous assault on 
inflation, advocating measures that will reduce this dramatically and rapidiy. 


On December 2 last year, Aridor presented the then Finance Minister Yiga'e! 
Hurvite with a paper outlining hie economic credo. in that paper, Aridor 
stated his belief that workers should be fully compensated for inflation 
through the cost-of-living increments, but that any wage increase should be 
entirely dependent on a comparable rise in productivity. This, he convinced, 
would .ay the grounds for industrial peace. 


Aridor also wrote that the practice of raising taxes on fuel in line with fuel 
price rises should be discontinued. it would even be preferable, he argued, 
to raise VAT: this would result in 4 one-time price hike, unlike the tax 

on fuel, which goes up every time the price of fuel rises. 


He went on to propose that government bonds and public savings schemes be 
made more attractive to the public as a way of sopping up expendable income. 


Finally, Aridor proposed that the policy of steadily devaluating the shekel 
should be reconsidered, He noted at while this policy does undoubtedly 
i@prove the country’s balance of payments, it contributes to raising the 
prices of commodities dependent on imported components, fuel and transport. 
Devaluation of the shekel should be curbed, he advocated, by offering the 
public foreign currency savings schemes, and compensating exporters--who 
would be harmed byw the move--in some other way. This, he said, would mop 
up billions of shekeils froe the pubiic. 
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if these steps afe taken, Aridor believes, infiation in the price of bawis 


Medities caf be siowed dowh within tifee onthe, in the longer term, he 
pointed out if his paper to Hurvité (copies wefe Made availabie te the presse 
steps, 


at the time), these Measures would have to be accompanied by other 
ew!) a8 Cutting the budget. Without budgetary cute, inflation cannot be 


brought undef control, he argued, 
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ISRAEL 


DATA RELEASED ON EXPORTS, IMPORTS 
TAISBiI0O12 Jerusalem POST in English 18 Jan 81 p i 
|Report by Shlomo Ma‘og: “Exports Rose Faster Than Imports in 1980") 


jlext) The trade deficit fell by 13 pe.cent in 1980-<and in real quantitative 
terms by some 40 percent. This is seen a6 4 significant improvement, 
especially in view of the steep rise in the price of oil last year. 


Figures just released by the Central Bureau of Statistics show that Israel's 
trade deficit in 1980 came to $2,645B, This compares with $3.0468 in 1979, 
The improvement wae due to the relatively small 8 percent increase in imports, 
which came to $7,918, up from $/.338. the year before, and the heal thy 

23 percent rise in exporte--up to $5.265B. from $4.295B. in 1979, 


The proportion of exports to the European Economic Community continued to 
grow, coming to 45 percent last year compared with 42 percent in 1979 and 
}) percent in 1978. At the same time, the proportion of imports from the 
FEC continued to fall and came to just 3O percent last year, down from 
45 percent in 1979 and 39 percent in 19786. 


As a result, lerael's trade deficit with the EBC fell to $300m. in 1980 
(excluding diamonds), compared with S900M, in 1979. 


in a notable development, israel's exporte to Africa rose 66 percent. 


From an analysis of the real changes during the first nine months of 1980, 
compared with the same period in 1979, it emerges that imports fell by 

ié percent, exports rose by 9 percent, the trade deficit fell by 40 percent, 
while lerael’s terme of trade deteriorated by 10 percent, mostly as a result 
of the increase in fuel prices. 


imports of consumer goods fell by 14 percent during this period, production 
inputs by 2 percent, investment inputs, by ¥ percent (in quantitative term, 
by 37 percent, 21 percent, and 25 percent respectively). 


Exports were boosted by particularily good performances in the following branches: 
chemicals and plastics, machinery and electronics, diamonds, textiles, wood, 
saper, minine and quarrving, and minerals. 


Agricultural exports fell by about 10 percent in real terms, and came to 
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BRIEFS 





GSH ‘ETZYON SETTLERS--Settlers from the Gush ‘Eteyon area on Friday began 
fencing off 770 duname of land which recently were allocated to them by 

the military government. According to local sources, the settlers were 
accompanied by soldiers and a representative of the custodian of absentee 
property. These sources maintain that the land is planted with vines, 
includes eight buildinge and belongs to a local clan, the (Abu-Suway). The 
military government sources said last night that the settlers were allocated 
tracts of etate lands for cultivation and not for construction. “The eight 
buildings are built on state lands, but their occupants will not have any 
problem of access," said an officer. Im the past 10 days the military govern- 
ment in the Weet Bank has issued ordere forbidding construction along the 
main roade in the area as well as in areas surrounding military installations 
and some Jewish settlements. According to local sources thousands of dunan 
have been “closed” in this way. Military sources firmly rejected the sugges- 
tion that the areas were being seized in any way, saying that in areas un- 
affected by local planning laws the military government was charged with pro- 
viding for the eventual widening of main roads. The orders forbid unauthoriz- 
ed construction for SO metres on each side of the road. The orders regarding 
areas around silitary installations and settlements have been issued for 
security reasons. The areas affected are Prini and Janin in the north, along 
the road leading from Bethlehem to Hebron and in the Teqo'a region south-east 
of Bethlehem. [Text] [David Richardson) [TA260917 Jerusalem POST in English 
26 Jan 61 p ij 


AN-NABI SAMU'IL APARTMENTS--The Ierael Land Administration intends to allot 
land at An-nabi Samu'il for construction of 650 housing wits, despite 
opposition from Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek to building outside the city's 
boundaries. Plans for the new neighbourhood, 2 kilometres past Ramot, were 
contained in the administration's 1979-80 report, published yesterday. It 
justifies the move as meant to meet existing demand for building by prospec- 
tive home owners themselves. Included will be 500 single units on 250 dunam, 
a further 150 @ulti-storevy units on 26 dunams and an area for public con- 
struction. [Excerpt] [Shlom Ma‘'oz) [TA160936 Jerusalem POST in English 

i6 Jan 81 p 2] 








1. AL GROLP RESTRICTION Nagareth==The @ilitars authorities have extended 


LA 
for eix tenths reatriction orders aga fet five membere of radicai Afab 
iat Aalist movetents such as the Abna Ol-kafr (sons of the village) and the 
National Progressive Movement, Similar efdefe agaifieat seven Rakah embers 

ave been caficelled, According to the orders, the five Muset stay at thei 
homer [from dusk te daw ane Bust Feport urheys Outside their permanent 
ree ident, The five afte Hasan (Jabarin), (hasean (ighbariva), (Raja ighbariva) 
snd Anmad Salam from Umm al-Fahm in the triangle, and Ibrahim Nassar, 
riginally from ‘Araba in western Galilee but currently of Jerusalem, 51x 

f ago the militam authorities impered a dusk-to-dawh curtew against 
l rabe. Sinmee then, orders have been removed against ij, most of them 

aval) members, [Text] [1A0/1249 Jerusalem POST in English / Jan 81 p 2) 
VLIAINED CLERGYMEN=--Among the 20 clergymen arrested in the territories on 


w#picion of having been recruited for terroriat activity are officials 
Oiding high positions in the religious establishment of the West Bank that 
i inewerable to the Supreme Muslim Council in east Jerusalem. Correspondent 
Pinhae "Inbari save that among the detainees is the director of the Judaea 
ani aMafia department in the coumeil, the supervisor of the preachers in 
equee of the Jamin Gistrict, his counterpart of the Nabuius district 
at 4is0 the Man in charge of Maintenance of mosques in the same district. 
it was preViousiy repotted that the suspects were recruited for terrorist 


tivity by the organizations of George Habash and Navif Hawatimah. An arm 


ache was also uncovered in a mosque in Samaria. [Text] ([TA221453 Jerusalem 

omestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 22 Jan 81) 

A ‘NK CONSTRUCT ION--A large-scale construction campaign for housing wiil 
launched in Judaea and Samaria in the near future. The Housing and 
struction Ministry is about to sign a contract with a conglomerate of 

private Sulidine mtractore for the construction of 1, 500 apartments in the 

arne Shomron bloc, about km bevond the green line. Our correspondent 
is oren has learned that the government will ioan the contractors 
1:i10N shekeis for the establishment of the firet 500 apartments. Another 

.? ipartments in permanent Houses are currentiv being buiit even outside the 

athe Shomron bioc. they are ,ocated in eight settlements and involve an 

inves tsaent f 70 willion shekela., ‘ ousine Ministry's rural building and 

» settiements department wii soon start constructing 600 housing units 
wit e framewors the “build your own home” campaign in the settlements. 
ni wils entail Aan investment f 3 miliion shekels. Our correspondent added 
that ¢ ofetruction Ministry Knows nothing about an alieged pian to reimburse 
ontractors prepared ¢ sik@ Gm Judaea and Samaria land in the center of the 
ntry. A senior source in Ghe ministry told our reporter that such an idea, 
= ave been intended ¢t dbypass a Sudget shortage, contradicts the 
iw on the israe. iand adr istration. [Text] [TA222102 Jerusalem Domes ti: 

é Vision Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 22 Jan 81) 

RN MRON ii PS=-Six new pianitese are shortiv to be moved to the new 
lustfrial zone near Jarte mron on the Oalgilvah-Nabulus Mighway. Deput: 
amaria fregiomi if ' ea Arwe "| fri eaid that he thinke the new industrial 
e wi t © mont ihe Judaea and Samaria region is 





fegatded as development area a=plus (ae published) and the local plants there 
receive Vafious types of benefits, the plants that are to be moved to the 
New industrial gone, which is to cover an area of 65 dunama, will be (Tzinkel) 
(for pipes), (Vadek) (textiles,, Palphot (scenic postcards) and also a plant 
for the manufacture of paint, a metal plant and a plant for cotton carding 
machines, A large flower=-packing piant has already been established there 
and a gas station and roadside cafe will soon be established, Arve ‘Ofri 
reported that a site has recently been located between Shevi Shomron and 
Homesh (Ma'ale Nahal) where another industrial zone will be established, 
Another settlement, Shevi Shomron B,will soon be established there, Small 
plants are presently operating in several settlements in Samaria, Telephones 
with 4 computer (as published) are being produced in Qarne Shomron, most of 
which are exported, A new plant is manufacturing parts for the computer 

and there is a plant in Qarne Shomron for tove and batteries. There is a 
metal plant in Qedumim and another that produces computer paper, mainiy 

for export. A metal pliant is already in operation in Elon More, in the 
settiement’s new industriai zone. [Text] [TA151037 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 
15 Jan 81 p 8) 


LIBYA OFFERS AlD--Libva has renewed its offer of financial aid to local 
authorities and to public institutions in Judaea and Samaria. Nabulus is 
the tirst town to have received the allocation from Libya. Arab sources re- 
ported that the Libvan offer stem: from the differences of opinion between 
the PLO and Libya, the increased Jordanian involvement in Judaea and Samaria 
attaire and the discontinuation of aid to public institutions from funds at 
the disposal of the Jordan-PLO committee. The possibility of getting aid 
directiv from Libva was brought to the attention of Nabulus Mavor Bassam 
il-Shak'ah while he was undergoing medical treatment in Britain. After 
reporting that to his colleagues on the sunicipai council, it was brought 

to the attention of other local councils in the region. Those councils have 
aiso found ways of asking for financial aid from Libya. [Text] [Yosef Teuri'el] 
[AO71 706 Tei Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 7 Jan 81 p 2 


FUNDS FROM JORDAN--Jericho Mayor ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ai-Suwayti has claimed that 
the military government is not allowing the municipalities in Judaea and 
amatia to bring funds from Jordan, In interviews with the AL-ANBA newspaper 
correspondent Muhammad (Nasariva), Al-Suwayti said that he was not permitted 
to go to Jordan to bring the funds deposited in the Arabic bank in Amman on 
behalf of the @unicipality. Deputy Ramallah Mayor ‘Awda (Antisi) told our 
‘respondent Pinhas ‘Inbari that the military government was making it ex- 
tremely difficult to bring funds from Jordan. Recently he was asked to prepare 
a detailed list of how the municipality intends to invest the Jordanian aid 
tunds and to date he has received no answer. The military government denies 
ivine banned the transfer of funds from Jordan. It savs that the mayor of 
eticho brought unapproved funds. [Text] [TA141219 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
\ Hebrew 1200 GMT 14 Jan 81) 


#ISE IN EXPORTS=-Net exports for 1980 quoted in current dollar prices totaied 
,326 million compared to $4,352 million in 1979 and $3,716 million in 1978. 
e Jl=percent rise in 1980 stems from a W-percent increase in industrial 
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exportts (excluding diamonds), a ioS=percent net increase in diamond exports 
ane a e=percent increase if agricultural exports, This was reported by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics and officials at the Ministry of Industry, 
Lommerce and Tourism based on temporary data excluding leraeli exports to 
the occupied territories, (Text) [TALI1928 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 11 Jan 4) 
p 4 TA) 


UNEMPLOYMENT UP=-The number of people receiving wemployment pay in 1980 
increased 9,5 times. The figure for last December was 12,305 compared with 
i,286 for December 1979, The total number of unemploved last year increased 
only 1.9 times, reaching 36,185 last December compared with 24,125 in 
December 1979, Although there were 4,000 people seeking employment in 1980, 
it should be noted that some 43,000 people from beyond Ye green line were 
still being employed in Israel. (Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARON T in Hebrew 6 Jan 81 
pp i, / TA] 


MURE WES) BANK SEITLEMENTS--in an urgent, extraordinary session, the | Joint 
lsraeii Government-Jewish Agency) Settlement Committee, headed by Minister 
Ari‘ei Sharon, today approved the establishment of two new settlements in 
ludaea and Samaria. One settlement will be established near the Arab village 
(Na‘alin), north of the settlement of Matityahu, about 4 km from the 

ereen line; while the other settlement wiil be established on the cross- 
amaria road, between Elqana and Ari‘el, and will be called Yaqir. [Excerpt} 
1A181955 Jerusalem Domestic Television Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 18 Jan 61] 


/EWLSH OWNERSHIP--A iand survey conducted by the land trustee general revealed 
that in all the Arab villages surrounding Jerusalem there are land tracts, 
extending over thousands of dunams, that were bought at the beginning of the 
century by Jews who wanted to settle there. The survey, which started / years 
ago, is now in its concluding stages. So far lands in over 15 villages 

were reviewed, There are large land tracts under Jewish ownership in the 
Villages of Abu Dis, Bayt ikea, Bayt Hanina, Hiema, Sur Bahir, Silwan and 
(Suwwarah). These lands were purchased mainly in the twenties through agencies 
that organized specifically for that purpose. The initiative of the trustee 
general in the Jerusalem district creates unexpected problems. it has been 
found that most of the land owners have died or are staying abroad. Their 
successors are still umaware of the considerable property at their disposal. 
Text) [Yosef Tzeuri'’el] [TAO090927 Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 9 Jan 81 p 12) 


«tST BANK SETTLEMENTS--Two new settlements, "Ma'on"” and "Karmel," have recently 
seen set up in the southern Hebron hills, near the Yattah village. in their 
initial stage the settlements will have the character of Nahal footho ids, 
and later they will be manned with Gush Emunio nucleii. These two settlements 
are expected to be manned shortiy. The two settlements form part of the ten 
ettlements approved by the cabinet and which were supposed to be the last ten 
ettlements to be established in the West Bank. Practical preparations recently 
started for the establishment of the "Mikhmash"” settlement, south of "Rimonim" 
and northeast of Ramallah. Land was also found for the establishment of 
™itzpe Guvrin” near Tarqumiyah and “Hinnanit B'” in the Rehan zone, in the 
wrthern part of the West Bank. These settlements are also included among the 
approved by the government. [Text] (Yehuda Litani] [TAO90632 Tel Aviv 
"ARETZ in Hebrew 9 Jan 81 p i] 
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FAST JERUSALEM POWER COMPANY «<The chairman of the board of directors of the 
Last Jerusalem Electric Company, Anwar Nusaybah, base returned from a short 
Vieit to Amman bringing with him further financial aid for the company. Our 
correspondent Gadi Sukenik was told thet thie aid will be invested in 
connecting more Arab villages to tie grid, The company is awaiting the 
Supreme Court's decision about the takeover by the Government of Ierael of 


the Arab company's righte. [Text] |7A081224 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 1200 GMT 8 Jan #1) 


WEST BANK CLERGYMEN HELD=-About 20 clergymen recruited to carry out acts 
Of sabotage by the organizations of George Habash and Navyif Hawatimah have 
recentiy been detained in the territories, Our correspondent Pinhas ‘Inbari 
reported that several detainees were prominent Muslim Brotherhood activists. 
An ame cache was also uncovered in a mosque in Samaria, Security elements 
believe that the terrorist organizations, in coordination with Syria, wanted 
to prevent the formation of independent Muslim Brotherhood groups in the 
territories and, hence, recruited the clergymen into their organizations. 
Nevertheless, the Muslim Brotherhood has been politically active in Judaea 
and Samaria, distributing manifestos in the mosques and acting against 
leftist activists in higher education institutions. The clergymen agreed 
to cooperate with the terrorists only in military activities. [Text] 
(-TA220920 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 08600 GMT 22 Jan 81] 


LOW WAGES--Hourly wages in Israeli industry, in dollar terms, are the lowest 
among 11 developed countries, at $3.30 per hour. By comparison, the pay in 
Sweden is the highest: $11.40 per hour in industry. While in the United 
tates it stands at $9.90, These findings emerge from a comparative study 
-oncucted by the Israel Institute for Work Productivity and Production. 
(TA2L1010 Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 20 Jan 81 p 6 TA) 


NUCLEAR REACTOR=--A nuclear reactor will be set up soon on the campus of 
Ben-Gurion University in Beersheba for teaching and research purposes. The 
power of the reactor will be low, and it will not be used for energy production. 
It will enable nuclear scientists at Ben-Gurion University to conduct 

research studies in the development of nuclear reactors and development of 

new types of fuel. [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 1) Jan 81 TA] 


1D CARD COMPLALINTS--A group of Druze from the northern Golan Heights appealed 

to the military governor of the Golan to take steps to stop the pressure by 
extremist elements in the community against the people who request Israeli 
identity cards. So far, 350 Israeli identity cards have been issued to men, 
women and children (who are registered on their parents’ cards but who are con- 
sidered, like their parents, to have Israeli citizenship). The military govern- 
ment is discussing some 1,650 additional requests for Israeli identity cards 
submitted by the Golan Druze. The remaining Druze, some 13,000 inhabitants of 
the Golan, are still hesitant about submitting request for Israeli cards, probably 
also due to pressure exerted on them by local extremist elements, who oppose the 
granting of Israeli citizenship. The Druze leader (Salman Kanage) of the village 
of Majdal Shams leads the opposition. He defines the Golan Druze as Syrian 
mationals in every way, who live in an occupied area and wish to reunite with 
"the Syrian homeland.” The extremist elements have recently stepped up their 
activity. They call the people who submit requests “traitors” and threaten that 
they will have to pay with their lives for the Israeli citizenship. [Excerpt] 
[TA201325 Tel Aviv MA‘ARIV in Hebrew 20 Jan 81 p 6) 
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Mil LLARY AGREEMENT wl’ Ph ' ’ vA — KuW iti ipet iay Be 


thal ⏑ ap, Lhd 0s tal » oigptint Gh GgreeMent of a Military 
fature by which the former would import lwraelt military and nonmilitary 
equipment and machinery valued at $2 billion, AR=RA'Y AL='AMM, in a despatch 


from Beirut attributed to “very senior diplomatic sources" adds that China 
| hegin to receive the equipment in the first quarter of this year. It 
save that the agreement, signed during a visit by the two heads of the israeli 
stries of defense and finance to Beijing last July, stipulates that China 
receive traditional Israeli weapons and inatructors, "and that the 
Chinese have shown great interest in the fighter aircraft Kfir" produced by 
the Zionist State, The paper adds that the agreement also stipulates that 
China be provided with electronic equipment, optical and telescopic lenses 
to the value of $2 billion as from the beginning of this year, in addition 
to lerael carrying our investments in agricultural spheres, the exploration 
of oil and cooperation in nuclear fields. It says that the Chinese, during 
the talks to sign the agreement, showed their support for the Egyptian- 
isnraeli-American Camp David agreements as a basis for settling the Middie 
East crisis. China does not recognize Israel and has no relations with it. 
lt has repeatedly denied reports about its intentions to recognize it or 
establish diplomatic relations with it. It also previously denied that 
israeli officials had paid a visit to Beijing to discuss relations between 
the two sides. [Text] [LD2113046 Kuwait KUNA in Arabic 0731 GMT 21 Jan 81) 
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BUDGET PUTS BAKE ON DEVELOPMENT, PUBLIC INVESTMENT 


Paris AN=-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 12 Jan 81 pp 4-6 


(Text) 


Lebanese budget figures for the current fiscal year — a 
yet unratified by the parliament — show fint and fore 
most a total brake on development and public invest 
ment expenditure, with a mere 12 per cent increase of 
the total budget between 1980 and 1981, from LL 
4.544 billion .o LL 5.12 bilhon. As thus newsletter 
reported in its October 6, 1980 issue. the deficit has 
been estimated at LL 1 48 billion, a 2 per cent drop on 
FY 1980 

Although it is not possible to give a final analysis 
of the current budget, partly because the figures are not 
definituve unt) ratificauon by parhament. and partly 
because no statustics have been released on revenues, ⸗ 
preiminary breakdown of budget allocations already 
points to certain conclusions 

Exceptionally, in 1981. the budget has been broken 
down into two instead of the usual three chapters, which 
are not the same as tranches. Budget chapters are the 
headings under which every minstry and agency classifies 
its financial needs in terms of current ecapenditure, 
equipment investment and development expenditure 
This year, the third chapter, development expenditure, 
has been totally excluded. partly reflecting the inability 
of government bodies to carry out development work, 


a 


Budget allocations by chapter (in LL millions) 





1980 1981 % difference 


2,656.675 3.393.718 +277 
1.351.266 1,059 282 189 


* tor the purposes of comparnon Chapters I and Il of the 
989 budget have been grouped togethe: The actual breakdown 
wm 1980 was LL 881 731 millon for chapter Il and LA 496.535 
milbon for Chapter M 


Chapter I 
Chapter 1° 
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official 
plus the increases in public sector salaries decreed in 
the seond half of last year, and retroactive to July |, 
1980 

The general budget for FY 1981 has been set at 


nomy has gone up from 21.7 to 23.5 per cent of Ge 
budget. Though the increase in absolute terms « not 
very big. the relative increase of each of these Ministnes’ 
allocations 1s considerable thus the Ministry of Education 
is being allocated 21 per cent more money this year than 
last, while the Economy Ministry is getting 31.5 per cent 
more in 1981 than in 1980. Only the Ministry of Health's 
allocation shows a far more modest rise of 7.8 per cent 

















Allacations Under the Dratt State 
Budget for 1981 
let Tranche 2nd Tranche Tota wn kb 
Premdency of the Republic 2,563,000 150,000 2,733,000 
Parhament 14,863,900 30,000 14,593,900 
Premverstup 103,470,100 20,460,000 123,930,100 
Mirustry of Justice 33,975,200 40,000 34,015,200 
Ministry of Foreign Affain 68 960,600 150,000 69,110,600 
Ministry of Intenor 227,968 800 46 088 800 274,075,600 
Ministry of Finance 64,927 600 2,954,000 67,58) 600 
Ministry of Defence 656,147,500 402,315,000 1,058 462,500 
Ministry of Education and Fine Arats 704 392,500 7,695 000 712,087,500 
Mirustry of Public Health 120,640,500 14,270,000 134,910,500 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affans 37,074,100 $4,444 400 91,518,500 
Minutry of Information 17,672,400 650,000 18,322,400 
Minatry of Public Works and Communications $2,860,000 436,215,000 489,075 000 
Misustry of Agriculture 13,061,300 40,776,000 $3,837,300 
Minstry of Economy and Trade 207,296,200 $0,000 207 346,200 
Mirustry of Posts, Telegrammes and Telephones 3) 087,000 2,550,000 33,637 000 
Ministry of Planning a ~ 
Minutry of Water and Electric Power 11,025,000 $4,687,000 65,712,000 
Minutry of Tounsm 25,124,600 9,327,000 34 451,600 
Minutry of Industry and Ou 2,701 900 735 000 3,436,900 
Mirustry of Housing and ( cooperatives 5,689 900 1 694,400 7,384,300 
Loans Outstanding 392,368 900 392,368 900 
Budgetary Reserves $99,827,400 $99. 827,400 
Darectorate General of Posts, Telegramunes 
and Telephones® 105,797 000 185,903 000 291,700,000 
National Lottery 84,980,000 20,000 85,000,000 
Cereals and Sugar Beets Office 344 500,000 1,000,000 345 500,000 
Tota 3,928,995 400 1,282,204 800 $211 200,000 
* Note The second tranche is in fact divided into two, with o first aocation of 139,300,000 Li and « second one of 46.60) ,000 LL 


OE Ee 











Apart from the budgetary reserves which in FY 
1/981 have gone up by 105.6 per cent over 1980, the 
biggest allocation mcrease goes to the Premiership, with 
62 & per cent more funds this year than last. Also, though 
in absolute terms its share of the budget has only gone 
up by 0.3) per cent from 1.09 per cent of total expen- 
diture in 1980 to 1.4 per cent this year, the Ministry 
of Electneity and Hydraulic Resources has seen its 
appropriation go up by 49.2 per cent from LL 44 
million last year to LL 65 milion thus year. 

AD in all, it is clear that the budget for FY 1951 
is neither particularly ambitious nor spectacular in its 
pronties, unlike last year's. which placed a great deal of 
emphasis on infrastructural reconstruction and develop- 
ment and on the upgrading of defence and secunty forces 
The reason for this s partly to be found in the inability 
of the state to establish its authority in any meaningful 
way. which can be ceen particularly in the figures for 
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revenue from indirect taxes These fell by one-third, 
contributing to 30 per cent of revenue in FY 1979 but 
only to 20.7 per cent in FY 1980. This has largely been 
the result of the proliferation of dlegal ports and smug. 
ging. as well as often insecure conditions in legal ports. 
including alleged pressure for protecuon money by pn- 
vate rrulitias 

Lebanon's fiscal structure is notorious for its im- 
balances. and despite recent legislation to correct for 
these — including increases in profits tax, fiscal stamp 
charges and higher-bracket incomes tax — state insutu- 
tions responsible for collecting revenue and enforcing 
the new legislation are largely incapable of doing so. 
Thus. even direct taxes, including incomes tax, only con- 
tributed to 18.6 per cent of revenue in 1980 against 23.7 
per cent in 1979. Incomes tax alone, represented only 
3.9 per cent of the ordinary budget of FY 1980 











OLL BILL LN 1980 REACHES $570 MILLION 
Paris AN=NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO in English 29 Dec 80 p 4 


\Text] Damage to Lebanon's largest oil refinery has forced the country yet again 
to import refined products, boosting its annual oil bill in 1980 by an estimated 

21 percent, or $120 million, according to recent figures, Statistics released 

last week indicate that Lebanon will be paying a total of $562 million this year 
for about 17,3 million tonnes of crude and refined products, The Ministry of 
industry and Petroleum is expected, however, to disburse around $570 million, owing 
to a fourth-quarter surcharge of $2 per barrel on oil imported from Saudi Arabia, 
Lebanon's sole supplier (An-Nahar Arab Report & MEMO, September 15). 


Of this total, $120 million will have been spent this year to import some 300,000 
tonnes of gasolene, which under normal circumstances the country's two refineries 
could have produced locally, The Tripoli refinery, in the north, has a capacity 
to process some 1? million barrels of crude annually; this year it has refined an 
estimated 11 million. The southern plant at Zahrani has, in contrast, been 
operating at full capacity, processing some 6 million barrels in 1980. 


Partly owing to frequently insecure road communications between the northern 
refinery and the rest of the country, and partly because of damage to one of 
Tripoli's cracking units, the Lebanese government has once more this year resorted 
to gasolene imports to avoid shortages on the local market, These manifest chem- 
selves periodically in the form of interminable queves of cars at gas stations, 

as soon as it is known that there is or may be the slightest disturbance on the 
main Beirut-Tripoli highway. 


It is estimated that the resumption of operations at the damaged cracking unit 
could raise Tripoli's gasolene production from 18 to 33 percent of total output of 
refined products, thus fulfilling local demand for petrol without additional 
imports, 


An oil industry source told this newsletter, however, that the cracker at Tripoli 
is not damaged but was closed by government decision. 
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LIBYA 


ITALLAN=LIBYAN RELATIONS, TALKS 
LD151521 Kuwait AL=-RA'Y AL~'AMM in Arabic 13 Jan 81 p 19 


[Report by Badi' Hasan: "Following Success of Shihatah's Talks in Rome, 
Al-Qadhdhafi, Expected To Visit Italy in Spring") 


[Excerpts] The Libyan chief of state will pay an official visit to Italy 

as an indication of the desire to improve relations between Rome and Tripoli. 
This has come as a result of official talks which Ahmad Shihatah, in charge 
of the External Relations Bureau, has had with his Italian counterpart 
Emilio Colombo. 


Shihatah held official talks with a number of Italian ministers and political 
personalities, including Andreotti and Italian Socialist Party Secretary 
General Craxi, it was agreed that Italian Foreign Trade Minister Enrico Manca 
will pay a visit to Tripoli. Italian President Sandro Pertini also expressed 
the desire to visit Tripoli. This desire was expressed during a meeting with 
Shihatah who gave the president a check for $6 million as aid from the Libyan 
Government for the victims of the earthquake that struck southern Italy last 
month. 


Shihatah also held economic talks with his Italian counterpart during which 
discussion dealt with the possibility of the Italian Government contributing 
to the Libyan 5-year plan (1981-1985) for which $80 billion has been allocated. 


On the political level the discussions between both sides dealt with the 
question of the 11 Italians detained in Libya on various charges. (The 
Italian Government asked that the charges against them should be specified 
and that consular contacts with them be facilitated. The talks also dealt 
with Italy's guarantee of Malta's neutrality (which includes Maltese obliga- 
tions toward Libya) and the oil prospecting question. In this regard Shihatah 
said that Libya and Malta will seek the arbitration by the Hague International 
Court of Justice in order to decide who has the right of sovereignty over the 
disputed area and, consequently, the right to extract oil from it. 


Shihatah praised the attitude of Italy and the Common Market countries toward 
the Palestine problem but reiterated that no peace can be reached without a 





comprehensive solution, including the establishment of a Palestinian atate in 
which all Palestinians, Jews and Muslim and Christian Arabs, can coexist, 
Failing this a third world war becomes a possibility. He also reiterated 
accusations against the United States=-that it is an imperialist country and 
that it is likely to threaten the oil routes between Libya and Europe. 


Speaking on Italian television about the Chad problem, Shihatah said: In no 
way did we intervene in that war. All that we did was to give technical aid 
to the legitimate government there and we will continue to give such aid as 

long a8 we find it necessary. We have obligations toward Chad since it 

is 4 sisterly and neighborly country and we will not hesitate to give it any 
aid it asks from us, 


CSO: 4a BO. 


76 








MOROCT( 


A) : APPR SFES "DANGEROUS PRECEDENT’ IN CHAD EVENTS 


> aaa wc A > MATIN in Freneh 14 Jan 81 pp i, 3 
Ae \2 | editeria) ihe Right te Sovereignty and Security’ | 
iene al ad afi’e fereese’ intervention in the Chad civil war 
re ne facet ive mon another and impose 4 bOeuUB Bereer sereement which is, 
t. ear i tantameunt t anne is a6 raieed the probler Of the utufre 
af bul Ale f a.. ether Afftican countries, 
' this slaved Africa, turepe and elsewhere an be @xpi aines 
Aes ’ €hie preobiem whierR could well represent 4 dangerous precedent 
ait a omp.ii were ¢t g0 unchecked 
et . 4% tries whi ave achieved indesendence oniv recentiy are, if 
ta ‘ ; ners af Guid become an easy Prev to ereed and expansionisee 
© : ah tut C2 eperia am Kae me ft a end. it has been replace: 
‘yy eT 3 
| ‘oA : F st Ate : atfaira 
‘ an ft ray 20% ; - s frem tre recent events ne case ; 
Ps si] ate : ‘ hat wnt? ,JeG 4 Getense agreement wit 
wine — res P< ome tf \emecera,. the Lagos nfrerence ask 
wit t 2 te #8 wii wae done Sut the agzoe nterence wae whadic 
re tance ' 1h asion bv Libyan troops This was irresponsible 
: ipante f the Lagos conference were taken ifn ané the same 
ta — rane tf “~ %»42ce 
; or es, @epecia.iv foliewine the Shabba affair, President 
J— s'est) fine Hassan , Gemanded that ah inter-Ali rican 
ent ree reated, Sut this prepesal was turned down following, ; 
me renew ‘ se who ae SOst to fear from euch an initiative 





t ia eis at to swee wa (0@Piexes remini ent a anether efa atid be aus 
igual ' sce Whe fs t hv mtinent— itite feet iis if ié6 Aecesaeafyv ti a hate 
i fea w i le whieh enaiate in desouncifie 4&2 COountt ‘« defeneaes if it were ; 
ct ft agvress ion What ie blameworthy and sust be combated | any means i tiv 
rea f aeefessi: and annexation of the few imperfiaiis® whieh ex uld w@ai 
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PROPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PRI NT APPRAISES PARTY CONGRESS, IRAQ-IRAN WAR 


Ads ‘ i\HABRIL iff Arabi ® Dec #0 8 3 


terview witt "Ali Nasir Muhammad, Chairgan of Presidiue of Supt ete People’s 
a c ; "Als Naeirt Muhammad ft Al. -HMURRI YAH Gull Wart Hae Served imperial ien; 
i " ldeoelceical Struggle Applies ¢t ve, Our Weapon ise Scientific Socialist 
i ent; Aioniet Step Between Svria and Libva Retiectse Our Arat Nation's lateresta”™ 
t eeti i what i¢ the fole ef the special genera: congress of the YS? 
eeeni § ialiet Party if mdgéeriining the part "s whity and cohesion 
2 ws ac an 22 with Niet ntidence that the sepeciai conareéss of our YSP has, 
wit ita t — af ite reselutions, fermed 4 new starting point tor centinuine 
the fe tionary rocess taking piace in the country in order to realize the tasks 
' the empcrati national revolution Our party hae emerged [roe 
sfeae at fronger at ~~ te Shesive and 411 the wagers of the forces hoetile 
emeni reve lut io ave been foiled | he utcome of the conafrfess has cote 
t ster the party's ideological, political and organizational uhity, to develo; 
‘ interna ife, ¢t strenaethen the sarty'« jeaderehin role in societ 
a : ‘ner entr« nm the puiat =4eee8" support tor the partys poi ix 
» af i rs re the netTess tna J 32 rere—— © a 
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rcer t safeguard the Yemeni revolution’s agar 
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that sea@teguafeine this afea & se rity afd peace faiian on the shwuidefa 
s's etate and pe. L« alone, 
jared {frankly that we afe againet the relinquishment of hational 
and a@g@ainet permitting the establishment of US Military bases, as is 
man al sofa iia we beileve that continuation of the ifaq-itan wat 
the elements of the imperialist @ilitary strategy in the area. ihe 
at presence iff Oman afd Somaiia is 4 part of this strategy. Vur posi 
Atinue to be against this war aod we will not waver in the face of any 
reatening our sation and our national sovereignty, regardless of what 
at era tame 
\rab Revolutionar rorces i8 Guarantee of Victory 
ahat i t sition vis-a-vis the Syrian=-Libyan unity and its foie 
tre an vi ' ‘rds and in strengthening the Steadfasthness and 
t Front a the ftront nfronting the Zionist enemy 
‘ it ft the Arab revolutionary forces represents 4 vitai ane urgent 
if ee the At wational liberation govement's strugpie. The 
etwee fia at ibya reflects essentially the national and pan-Arabd 
Ais 4 interests embodied in the revolutionary action taking place in 
é ; th irt ' the national Liberation struggle st Arak 
‘ c ‘ we exatiine the historical experience of the Ara mationa, 
- ot , we wi ecme aware ft the progressive vaiue rhe unionist 
‘ ati : ial stfuggie of it Arab peoples. Ai he stances 
" esi et we. the factions and forces of the Arab nationai iibdera 
‘ , 23 Ne 1 fien=-bevptian unit ii 956 and endina wit! 
faatne frontation Front, have reftiectec the actudi 
r< t rea.i f the pan-Arab liberation struggie of the Arat 
‘ atad fTevoiuti ary rces constitutes 4 guatantee 
‘ iberation, F feaa ani aprehensive unit 
thi : ; whit i progressive accomplishment that 
; eve “ i th« rahewor- tf the progressive gain: t the 











PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


EXPATRIATES CONFERENCE RECOMMENDATIONS, RESOLUTIONS PUBLISHED 
Aden SAWT AL~"UMMAL in Arabic 4 Dec 80 pp 6-7, 1/ 


Articie: "Final Statement, Resolutions and Recommendations issued by Second 
Expatriates Conference; Conference Reflects Expatriates’ Sentiments of Loyalty to 
Revolution and Homeland and Their Support for Glorious September and October 
Revolutions; Conference Declares Expatriates’ Readiness to Support Economic and 
Special Development Plans” | 


Text) The Yemeni expatriates second general conference, held from 26-27 November 
(980, has concluded its works with complete success and has issued a final state- 
sent and 4 qumber of resolutions and recommendations whose text we publish in the 


i; wine! 


oder the slogan of “let the expatriates’ bond with the homeland be strengthened 
for defending the Yemeni revolution, implementing the 5-year plan and realizing 


Yemeni unity. 


And voder the patronage of srother ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, the YSP [Yemeni Socialist 
Part sectetarty general, president of the presidium of the Supreme People's 
Assent and the prime Sinister, with the support of the party and of the state, 


in an atmosphere of enthusiase charged with love and loyalty for the homeland and 
the revolution and after extensive preparations, the Yemeni expatriates second 
general conference was held in Aden in the period from 25-26 November 1960. 
Brother "Ali Nasir Muhammad and a number of state leaders addressed the conference 
the \ference was thus fami’iarized with the sound policy adopted by t>e YSP 
the revolution government at the domestic and foeign leveis and with the 
‘ splishments realized by the revolution for the people and -specialiy wih the 
poitey fol.owed in dealing with the expatriates. The facts were revicwed 
with the spirit of the resclutions of the YSP's special congress. This congress 
stlimed the revolution’s course and its forward sovement and its documents 
ive lerlined concern for the Yemeni expatriates. The conference was attended 


le |\@gations of Yemeni expatr ates frome the following countries: 


iopia, Somalia, Djibouti, Kenya, Kuwait, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, india, indonesia, 
ifitain ane American |United States,. 


A delegation from the northern part of the homeland aiso participated in the 
fiference in expfession of the cohesion of our Yemeni expatriates abroad. in 
the ference, fepresentatives of the participat ing delegations delivered 











addresses expressing in particular the Yemeni expatriates’ appreciation for the 
revolution government's efforte to realize and entrench numerous accomplishments 

in the economic, social and cultural spheres in a manner that has made the benefits 
of these accomplishments affect the citizens, including the expatriates and theit 
families. The conferees’ admiration and appreciation was gained in particular by 
the successes which indicate that the number of male and female school students 

had reached nearly 250,000, that roads have reached most parte of the republic, that 
medical care has become available to all citizens free of charge, that the state 
secures the essential commodities to the citizen at low and stable prices through 
the tens of millions it pave in subsidies for the basic consumer goods, that the 
state of high prices and of inflation which burdens the life of citizens in the 
capitalist development countries is not known in our country and that unemployment 


Nas disappeared in our country in recent years as a result of the process of economic 
development. What is sore, the shortage of manpower has become an obstacle in the 
face of implementing many vital projects of the national economy. Many countries 

in out afea and in other parts of the world do not enjoy all these benefits that 

at ietv enjove. Moreover, the political bases on which our system is establ- 
Lishe ive proven that all our citizens enjoy full freedom and democracy and take 


rt 4 running state affairs and in exercising control over the various state 
wencies. The elections for the people's councils are nothing but a proof of this. 


‘ Ot Visits which the ference delegations made to the various 
’ proving gave the Gelegations the opportunity t see these tacts 


ses, 48 Weil a8 in the cabies { greeting received by the conference, 


gations reterfre t 111 these accomplishments that would not have beer 
iv. i? if De ® were not garching along an independent path of social 
th f the democratic national revolution proceeding towat 
e nder the SP leadership. in their words to the conference, the deie- 
2¢ sincerfrs« " eartteit a2reetines ft the YSP. 
rtant fre rt w rea t the conference reviewing comprehensive! aii the 
rea.ize i th r a< | impiementing the res iutiona of the tirat 
‘ it? at. niterence af the ifficult ie J an ah rtcominegs which accomoani« 
the i ementaticor t e conference emerged trom this report with the vital 
it the expatriate " bonds t their homeland are deine st renet hened 
F F ner 
si a i ai sec the benefit ef ved bv our society and embodied in the 
" t : \ mfe not adopnte ind approved until thev are presented tx nG Gis- 
wil th< itizens aft intil the citizens’ Pinione are tacen n thes A 
‘ te aa ipproac? is embodied in the tact that the second expatri- 
wt © examine the following laws and bills concerning the life of 
yt 
1 
‘ ‘ ern, sgeagce, itt ; Cust oF r ‘ r< 








The delegates discussed all these documents at length and presented their observa- 
tions for developing Chem on implementation. Moreover, the conferees were able to 
hold discussions and dialogues with the @inistere and with the heads of the govern- 
went agencies concerned with the problems of the expatriates and presented positive 
proposals Chat contribute to solving these problems and that generally strengthen 
the expatriates’ bonds to the homeland. 


The delegates’ observations and speeches expressed the expatriates’ readiness to 
participate more etfe.cively in bringing success to the economic and social develop=- 
ment plane, pointing out that the laws and regulations Organizing thie participation 
nave become capable of absorbing the expatriates’ and private sector's participa- 
tion in a better manner than in the past and of securing the interests of both the 
Participants and the homeland, especially since the revolution government has 
eliminated many of the past negative aspects which were entrenched by the opportun- 
istic leftist current and which obstructed the potentials of the expatriates’ 
participation in building their homeland and returning to it. 


ihe conterence discussicns proved that the factors leading to expatriation and 


nizration have disappeared and that living and work conditions are improving 
in the homeland at a faster pace than they are improving for our expatriates abroad 
w! ive under hard living and working conditions. in fact, many expatriat 8 have 


begun to return to the homeland and to establish for themselves an appropriate 
working lite with the care and support of the state. 


 gecot expatriates conference was heid on the eve of the i3th anniversary 
£iofious fationa. independence dav--the dav that was realized with the Loo 
rmous sacfilices offered generousiy by our peuple throughout the year of 
t ithe sd struegle of the immortal 14 Vetober revolution which was crowned witt 
kctot 10 November 1°%6/ 


mia feeting the liberation war heroes and the revolution martyrs, the conference 


ais tands® in esteem for those citizens among the expatriates franks who supporte 
© fre\ ‘tion and who were martyred for it, thus joining the people's sons ii 
the eland and freliecting the solidarity of the Yemeni expatriates with thei: 
se ia amd their revolutiot 
stile expressing the expatriates’ sentiments of loyalty to the revolution and t< 
eland and ot support fer the glorious September and October revolutions, 


‘etetce jgeefts that the subi imest goal to be resiized in this ohase is the 


tftone anc prospefous Home lanc. 


ferees believe that realizing the homeland’« unity is the main and decisi*e 


ition for bolstering the country's sovereignty and independence anc its social 
et 
eni expatriates secon Hterence is confident that the ieaders of both parts 
will continue the peaceful democratic dialorue sincerely, will exert 
iter efforts ¢ eveiop the relations of economic integration and will en’.ance 
process unifying th puilar and social organizations and of constant 
Pperation i rder to safeguard the homeland’s i.dependence and sovereignty an 
ighblight Yemen's role abroad a8 a supporter of the causes ‘{deration, pro- 
peace in this regard, the conferees laud the advance: t nai 





relations between the leaderships of the two parts of the homeland and the results 
produced by the work of the unification committees which will contribute to 
realizing the major goals and the supreme interests of our Yemeni homeland. 


The expatriates second conference has been held in a period during which the 
imperialist and Zionist assault against the Arab homeland is intensifying in order 
[to break] the solidarity of the Arab peoples and states, to entrench their dis- 
agreements, to drag them into subsidiary conflicts and to weaken their role in 
supporting the Palestinian revolution and in order to pass the Camp David accord 
and to subjugate the Arab position to the pressure of the imperialist blackmail. 


in this regard, the conference expresses its support for the YSP's and the revolution 
government's policy which supports the Palestinian people's struggle for repatri- 
ation and for establishing their independent state on their soil under the PLO's 
leadership. The conference also greets our country's support for the steadfastness 
and confrontation states and its efforts to preserve the solidarity of the forces 
hostile to imperialism and Zionisa. 


The conference condemns the policy of the pro-imperialist regimes which have 

Allowed their territories to become military bases of aggression posing a threat 

to the sovereignty and independence of the area's peoples at a time when imperialisa 
is threatening to occupy the Arab oil areas and is engaging in various plots against 
the progressive regimes, inciuding our Yemeni homeland. 


The conference underlines the determination of the expatriates to remain the loyal 
representatives of the revolutionary Yemen abroad. The conference has also asked 
its delegates to convey our people's greetings to all the peoples in whose countries 
they live. 


The expatriates second conterence has been convened in an atmosphere of full trust 
and democracy and the delegates have expressed their views in a manner that streng- 
thens their ties to their homeland and their participation in building it and 


returning tc it an has emerged with the following recommendations: 
|. The conterees approve the report presented tc the conference and consider it 
one tf its main documents. 


ihe conference appeais to the Yemeni expatriates, especially the skilled among 
them, to return to the homeland to participate in building it and to contribute 
to its social progress. 


}. The conference lauds the new investment bill and calls for developing and 
approving this bill and for enabling it to absorb the capabilities and contribu- 
tions of the expatriates, especially in the sphere of setting up various projects 
4 make it possible tor the expatriates to subscribe to them and to purchase 

in thet. 


+, he conference recommends the establishment of a joint invest@ent company to 
carry out development projects in the republic, including housing projects to 
ac - ate repatriated expatriates. 











. ihe conterence iuds the ministerial decree concerning petsonal luggage, giits 
and custotis procedures and underlines the importance of applying Chis decre: 
creatively while stressing at the same time the need for taking a firm stand against 
the phenomena of smuggling, cheating and of circumventing the decree. 


Alle 


l aw 


0. Law 


the conference lauds the new citizenship 
OdDBservations be taken into consideration when 
account the circumstances of 


their bonds to the homeland. 


the 


> 


ile conterence iuGs Che flexibility Waracterizing the new Crave: reguiali 
and recommends that the delegates’ observations, focused on the need to complete ry 
idide by these reguialions in practice, be taken into consideration. 
S « ihe lierfence recome:l the need for devoting attention to the activitis« of 
the Yemeni expatriates abroad and for encouraging the establishment of cultura 
ind social centers, of building schools for their children and tor eradicating 
jliiterac imong them. 
, e conterence lauds the contributions made by the expatriat« in the variou 
netes, ihe conterence aiso urges ali the Yemeni expatriates adroa@e to ont inue 
t advance assistance tor the establishment of development projects in the various 
rts of the republic by forming organized committees in this regard in cooperation 
with che authorities concerned. 
ame terence the expatriate Support tor the revoiutior vetnment s 
f iid a sports stadium in Aden, considers such support a contributi c 
‘ meland's athiet ic i calls for forming a special committee for this purpose. 
nterence ideriines the need for the continued issuance and development 
NiDA’ AL=WATAN iome ian Caial), for securing its reguiar delivery t the 
Kpatriates abroad and for exerting efforts to Support ‘t. 
‘ ;e€tence recotix Ss tne need i ening embassies anc consuiates it 
toe ite countries where \emeni expatriates are tound. it also recommends 
, " . ‘ 
that @cidas tficials be assigned for expatriates’ aftairs in the repudiic 's 
emdassies and consuiates abroad and that such iegations be instructed to take care 
the expatriates ane to tend thei: affairs. 
‘ erence ¢t amends that information activity among the Yemeni atri- 
. 1 — — 1 a 4 a * * Ae 
t e ec in orcer to he.id expiain the state s&s po.iicies and accompiishnments 
i t re then the expatriates’ ties to their homeland. 
rence er. ane it oncemmation f any ements tnat try ¢ uncer- 
‘ intry’ ws, especially the tamiiy law, to sabotage the national 
. i t resort ¢ iilega. means and considers whoever commits such acts a 
et . ifms the reputation of all the Yemeni expatriates. 
‘ ference .,aucs the rrent coordination an "se autnhoritis oncerned 
wit expatriates’ affair i ot parts of the homelar ind calls for developing 


AP 


recommends 


that the de ls zates 


is appiied, Caking ints 


the Yemeni expatriates abroad and strengthening 











coordination to setrenathen the unity of the activities and bonds of the Yemeni 
expatriates abroad, 


16, Ihe conference recommends the formation of a4 special committee to visit the 
expatriates and to take and explain to them the outcome of the conference and the 
laws and documents presented to it. 


\/. in view of the importance of holding the Yemeni expatriates conterences 
periodically in order to guarantee their effectiveness, the conterence recommends 
that the expatriates conference be held once every 5 years at the most. 


S494 


CSO: 4802 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


FACTS, RUMORS ABOUT THERAPEUTIC WELL EVALUATED 
Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 30 Nov 80 p 5 


[Article by ‘Isam ‘Abd-al-Badi' and Fahd al-Mas'ud: "What Is the Secret of the 
Sabtar Well in Ha'il, and What Are the Facts and the Doctors’ Opinions?") 


[Text] ‘UKAZ made a complete tour of Sabtar Well, which gushed forth 3 years ago 
in an almost uninhabited place some 217 kilometers from the city of Ha'il via an 
extremely rough road, near the town of al-Shamli, one of the larger, more densely 
populated villages of Ha'il. Here we relate the facts about this well, as opposed 
to the strange rumors which have cropped up, so that the reader outside the area 
can examine them as 1 saw them myself. 1 am setting down the facts and circum- 
stances about what is happening here, and the results of this well which was 
discovered by chance not long ago, in the hope that everyone will find a cure and 
well-being will come to my Moslem brothers. 


Sabtar Well 


The well’s name refers to the small town in which it is located. It was drilled 

as a |l0-meter deep artesian well 3 years ago for the farm owned by Salman 411-Rafdi, 
for the purpose of irrigating his small farm. When the well was drilled, the waters 
were found to be sweet, ordinary and plentiful. 


Its Discovery 


According to the well's owner, Salman al-Rafdi, Sabtar Well was discovered by 
chance only 3 months ago. A camel herder who had been complaining of a chronic 
skin condition on parts of his body stoppec at “he well. He stayed on as a guest 
of the well's owner, and washed and drank from the well throughout his stay. 
Suddenly the skin splotches and the chronic allergy disappeared. He could not 
recall having used any treatment except this water, in which he had continually 
washed. From that time on, stories began to be told, one after another, among the 
townspeople, about many people being cured. The tale of the well began here and 
spread throughout the Ha'il region. 


Development of the Weil 


When the facts about this well were confirmed--its curing of skin diseases and 
chronic allergies--its fame spread among the people. At that time, a month and 
a half ago, its development was begun. The first step ia developing it was 











deepening the well [fot 110 te «20 Getefs, after whieh the taste of the water 
ohaneed, Alter the well’s second stage wae drilled, the water become Dilter=tasting 
and OP¥iewsiy sulfufous, Wheteae It hat bees svvet before the well was 4fiiled 
decepet, The well's ownef @ade it inte a founteia for travellers aad paseefeaby, and 
devoted \imeelf te the people whe came to hie from 41) over the kingdom. He aise 
stopped iffigating Nie fare with thie well, 


A pool wae Gade te collect the well water, te enabie people toe bathe in it, 
Cyxafitable pefeone donated @oney to build 20 bathe for gen afd women, to enhabie 
evefyome to wash theif shin easily without being inconvenienced by the thousands 
whe were  oming te the well from aii ower, Here the pen is uhabie to *sefibe what 
is happening safound this well--all the people aspiring to find good Reeith. Al» 
though thie well wae developed by its owner, Whe then donated it ty. the public, its 
fesoufces ate inadequate fer everyone coming to the well==-for ali the people who 
travelled to the afea ead made it appear so whattfactive in 411 respecte. 


The Cases Cured at the Ha’il Well 


Prom af imwestiga:.om of the facets about the cases Which were cured at sabtar Well, 
we ‘ine that 60 percent of all these cases Which came to the well actually bene- 
fitted from it. These are skin diseases and allergies in general, and diseases of 
eve afé fOse Sefsitivities. According to prominent persons, it is said that «4 

few extremely chronic and hopeless cases, such a8 pataivyeis among oldet people, were 
cured. There was 4 blind @an Who sat sear the well for 2 weeks, and began to see 
hie way little by little. All these coming to the well stress that there has been 
a0 igptowement in theif watious conditions. They want to stay continually at the 
well fer @ lone time in order to use the water around Which they gather, and most 

of them do stay for 4 lone tine. 


The Well’s ingredients 


Some analyses have proven that the well contains a high percentage of bicarbonate 
and sodiw® afd is free from carbon and potessivue. Purthermore, some analyses in- 
dicate poisonous substances in the water, a6 well as 1,500 parts per sillion of 
suifur. 


Apalwees ate still beiag conducted to this day, and the officials ate very concerned 
abowt this well’ 


All Sationalities Around the Well 


Cpon hearing of the waters of Sabtar Well which burst forth near Ha'il, thousands 
came ‘fom watiouws parts of the tingdom and from neighboring Gulf states seeking 
health and vigor from the waters of this well. Approximate statistics about this 
well say that clese to 4,000 persons come each day, and even sore on Thureday and 
itiday. These people set up tents around the well and wisit it frequentiy in the 
forfhing and afternoon, to wash in the waters of Sabter. Most of those cases which 
frequent the well are persons with hopeless diseases, of who need long-tere 
treatment, a6 we have »2en. 














The Well is Vader Study 


The matter of the well ie etill ender sefious study, se that @ Final decision can 
be Gade a6 to whether it ie positive eof segative. The rumere which the people fe- 
late afe fot correct, afd the prowen, correct feeulte will be anmounred after the 
studies of thie well are finished, Hie Royal Highness Mugerran ibe ‘Abd~al~ ‘Asie 
ie giving 4 @feat deal of attention te examining the feal facets about this well, 


Services Afound the Wel) 


There ate abeolutely fo public services worth gentioning. The environmenta! 
comditions afownd the well are extremely bad, and the area is polluted with the 
refuse of the thousands Whe come te the well each day, | hope that the officials 
will find @ prompt selution. Alse, greedy eerchants are exploiting the need for 
food, and the people coming te the well are being taken advantage of in 4 fan- 
tastic manner. A chicken costs 20 fiyals, two loaves of bread cost one friyal, and 
a wery omall plastic jerryean of water costes 40 rivals. We hope that our brother 
merchants arownd the well will stop this, and we implore the Ha'il commercial 
branch te put an end te this faree. 


On the Lighter Side 


Huge cement trucks of watiows sizes have switched from carrying cement to bringing 
Plastic gallon cemtainers and barrels to the thousands massed around the well in 
ai-Shamli, which has led to 4 seareity of cement in Ha'il. 


The Scientific View 


‘URAL interviewed some people who affirmed that their health conditions had improved 
ot been cured. Meanwhile, medical and geological reports say that the water is 
ultimately wafit for human of animal consumption, and perhaps for some plants. This 


is 4 strange, amazing phenomenon. 


Television Announcer Khalid al-Yusuf, while carrying out his assignment, so similar 
to ours, of examining the real facts about the well, said, “The sick person is ali 
ready to be cured by using the water for washing and drinking, and, according to 
most people, the goodness of the water has actually cured gost of the diseases 
arownd here.” The skin disease statistician at Hail Hospital adwises that the 
water not be used, and said openly, “This is strange, what is happening here, and 
there is something fabulows about the way the water is being used.” 


in his preliminary reports, the Ha'il director of health affaires counsels that the 
watet is uneuitable, especially for @risking, and that the rumore which have arisen 
as to ite efficacy for diseases are untrue. Who knows’ 

What the People Say 


We asked Muhammad ‘Ali 4i-Jassas, 4 Sa‘udi from the Eastern Prowince, “When did you 
come and what were you complaining of? 


He said, “I and ay family arrived 3} days ago. “ty complaint was an allergy and 4 
blockage in @y nose dating back 7 years. i was treated everywhere, but when I 
heard of this well i came here seeking 4 cure.” 














[\Queestion) Were you cuffed’ 


|Anewer) Praise God, i spent } days hefe shuffling the waters up &y foee cont inualiy, 
fome very email particles flew out of ay sese~=i felt them@--and fow, praise God, 

| feel comfortable and am completely cured, This came from God, Also, ay somali 

sen has Gany Spets on his skin, whieh bothered hie very @uch. Now, praise God, he 
hae improved, the spots have begun te peel off, and he has become guch heal thier 
(Question) When de you intend te leave? 

|Anewer| God will, the day after tomorrow, Praise God for his blessings. 

Nate: ‘Abdallah Nasir al-Harbi, from Medinah, whe is working in Riyadh 

(Question) When did you come’ 

|Anewer! Yesterday. 


[Qwestion| How did vou feel? 


|Amewer| I felt constant pain in ay head from sensitivity and dandruff, and |! 
was constantly digegy. 1 had some pimples, said to be adolescent acne, on ay back. 


|\Qvestion) You wsed the water. How did you use it? 


|Anewer! I! hawe bathed in it twice so far, and have washed @y head, and have drank 
a lot of it. 1 experienced 4 feeling of comfort, as well as 4 redness on ay back. 


(Question) Did you feel anything when you drank it? 


|Anewer| I hawen't felt anything yet, and i will stay here 3 gore days to wee the 
water. 


[Question) Are you by yorrself? 

jAnewer! So, @y brother Salih is with @e, and he is right here next to awe. 
(Question) What was your probles, Salih? 

jAnewer| I had a lose of appetite. 

(Question) Did you drink the water’ 

|Anewer|) Yes, | drank the water four times so far, and now, praise God, i felt a 


eoticeable improvement in gy meals yesterday. timagine--i ate 4 whole chicken and 
two loaves of bread, and this is 4 lot for ae. 





(Question) Did you experience any difficulty’ 


|Anewer) None at aii, on the road from Hail to the well. 1 was expecting the well 
to be near Ha'il, and when I reached Ha'il I hitched 4 ride in cars which were 
going to the well, 


9) 








Newe ‘AbdwaleRahman ai -Nageal, @ Kuwaiti, 
(Question!) Are you working here in Saudi Arabia! 
|Anewer) | work in Kuwadt, 

(Question) When did you learn of the well, and how? 


|\Anewer) | learned about the well from @y cousin, whe lives sear ge in Kuwait, whe 
heard of it on television. | and ay family came here by car, 


|\Question! What is yout malady, ‘Abd-al-Rahman’ 


|\Anewer’ | hawe @ skin allergy and epote on ay |iabe, ®other, who hae been 
bedriddin for 4 long time, is with ee. 1 could newer find any cure for her, and 
the massages recommended by the doctors did not help her any. 


[Qvestion| When did you first visit the well’ 
|Anewer) Four days ago. 
|Question| Have wou felt any improwement during thie time’ 


|Anewer| Praise God, there has been an obvious iaprovement in ay skin. fven the 
spots have unexpectedly peele off. As for ey aother, she speaks of her improve- 
ment. | hawe sewer felt thie wey, and God willing, relief ic near. 


|\Question) I see that your «» ‘#8 jerryeans of water in it. 


|Anewer| Yee. I want to take them with ae to Kuwait; perhaps they can be used 
as cures later on, 


The "UKAZ interviewed Muhammed 41-'Abdallah ai-Shaeri, 64 years old, who lives 

near the well, tf had an opportunity to ask hie questions in order to arrive at 

the real facts and incidents which took place here, so that the reader can peruse 
them. He said, “Il will frankly relate the facts about this well, about the waters 
of Sabtar to which people from ail ower, of a11 nationalities and warious conditions, 
ate coming=-patalytice, the bedridden, persons afflicted with skin diseases, bi ind- 
ness, deafness and so forth, all of thes hoping to be cured by their Lord. A agonth 
ago, 4 @an paralyeed im hie right hand and leg, unable to walk, came here. He sat 
in the watere of the well 4 long time, and began frequenting the water continually. 
He began mowing hie hand and leg slightly, and contiqued to improve, until he 
became able to walk with a cane and raise his hand. There was another person who 
had no desire to eat, and if he did, he womited. He drank 4 iot of the water, 

and } days ago his nephew said that the aan's condition had changed and his appetite 
had returned. As for skin conditions like allergy, sene and so forth, as well as 
blemishes, most of those afflicted with these problems hawe been cured of thea, 

and thie is what we hawe witnessed. The skin disease statistician who visited us 

4 While ago says that the water is sot safe, but it has become clear to us that 
most allergies are cured by it, a8 you have seen vith your own eves here.” 


[Question] Has anyone been hurt by using or drinking the water? 








lAnewer| Ne one has been hurt, except fer « few people whe drank it and spurned 
it because it wae wndr intable. 
l\Question| Are there any problems’ 


lanewer|) There afe fe problems except for the cfowding and disordet atound the 
water. Everyone wants te stay wader the water ai) the time, 


(Question) Have any bedridden of paralysed petsons been cured’ 


lanewer! | have fot witnessed any, but i hawe heard of some, 26 | Gentioned to 
vou. Sut one by one, most of the shin diseases are being cuted. 
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WAR THREATENED IF ISRARL ANNEXES GOLAN 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 1 New 80 p 25 





[Article by Lowle Parie: “Syria Saye tt Has No Choice but War if lerael Annexes 
Golan; Syrian Government Sends Memorandum to International Organizations Warning 
That Annexation of Golan Poses Danger to International Peace and Security” | 





[Text |) “Regarding information that the leraeli Knesset intends to discuss 4 
plan to annex the Syrian Arab Golan area, the government of the Syrian Arab 
Republic wishes to call the attention of the international community to the fact 
that the mere consideration of such a plan is considered a blatant violation of the 
principles of international law and of the charter of the United Nations which 
made (the principle of | respect for the sovereignty of nations and the inviola- 
bility of their regional safety one of the primary rules of international lav.” 
Thies was the introductory statement to the official gemorandum that was sent by 
Syria last week to Dr Kurt Waldheim, the secretary general of the United Nations; 
to the chairman of the UN General Assembly; to the chairman of the UN Security 
Council in New York; to the secretary general of the Arab League in Tumis; to the 
secretary general of the Islamic Gonference in Jiddah; to the chairman of the 
current session of the Non-aligned govement; and to the secretary general of the 
Organization of African Unity in Addis Ababa. 


The Syrian memorandum directed the attention of the international community to the 
fact that “lerael scorned international laws and refused to acknowledge the rights 
of the Palestinian Arab people. It disregarded the legitimacy of the United 
Nations and its resolutions, beginning with its seizure of the land of others, its 
establishment of settlements on occupied land, ite coercion of the Arab population 
to leave their land and then its annexation of Jerusales and its declaration the 
capital of lerael. This would not have happened ha the Security Council gone 
beyond criticizing these measures and imposed on Israel the penalties that are 
afforded by the UN Charter.” 


Obeervers considered the tone of this statement severe because the semorandum was 
not satisfied with the request that penalties be imposed on Ierael. It blamed 
and reproved the UN Security Council severely for not having imposed those penal- 
ties yet. In other words the semporandum etated that the Security Council was 
responsible for the extent of lerael's scorn. 


The Syrian memorandum also stated that "As the Syrian government closely observes 
Ierael's new aggressive intentions in the Golan, it can only remind the 




















international community, and especiaily the Security Cowneil and the General 
Assembly, of the serious dangers to peace and security in the area and if the 
world that thie sew lerael! plan herbers, The Syrian government is re-emphasizing 
that it is necessary for the international community (to take the practical 
measures that would put — decisive end to Israel's aggressive and expansionist 
practices, The international community @ust take action to implement UN resolu- 
tions in this regard.” 


The leraeli Knesset had previously covsidered two draft laws to annex the Golan. 
it became clear that the purpose behind thie action was to prevent any future 
leraeli government from withdrawing from any part of the Gelan. ft became quite 
evident that lerael was carrying out thie action as part of a considered pian 
that would intensify the uproar in the @edia about thie @easure, thus enabling it 
to create the justifications for the annexation decisions and to present them to 
the world public opinion. 


The first drat reselution was proposed by about one-third of the ruling Likud 
bloc, which suggested to the leraeli press in the meantime that it would be diffi- 
eult for Begin’s government to remain in power if it lost the support of a third 
of its representatives in the Knesset. Begin in particular announced that he was 
opposed to annexation. He made the announcement when extremist representative 
(Geula Cohen), author of the resolution to annex Jerusalem, proposed the second 
annexation resolution. 


Syrian officials noticed that President Carter and President ai-Sadat had each 

used this situation in his own way so as not to lose face, especially since 

numerous Arab newspapers had taken up the subject and were raising many quest ions 
about the reality of the U.S. position. A few dave before the U.S. elections it 
became clear that what the aan in the White House feared gpet was Israel taking 

that step before election day on 4 November. Syria would then accordingly embarrass 
the Unite. States by [forcing] some vote in the Security Council on the resolution 
in thie regard, especially since Carter's weak administration was not able to ask 
israel for anything at ali. 


Washington therefore issued 4 brief statement whose purpose was no gore than 
propaganda. It suggested that the U.S. press mention the fact that the statement 
was issued at 4 time when Carter needed Jewish votes. The U.5. press described 
this action a8 courageous. 


Syrian officials also noted that officials in the Egyptian regime criticized this 
Israeli step in their desperate attempts to disclaim responsibility for the 
israeli annexation decisions. It is known that al-Sadat relinquished 411 his 
cards to lerael and that he signed 4 peace treaty with it, leaving the Syrians 

and the Palestinians without 4 single military or political paper. It was this 
that encouraged Israel to carry it haughtiness and its settler expansionist policy 
too far. 


A Syrian official commented on the statements al-Sadat made in that regard by say- 
ing, “He who brought lerael into the center of Cairo will not reprove it if it 
annexes the Golan and Jerusalem a few months after the capiiulation treaty was 


signed.” 

















hut the important question is this: What will Syria do about this? Will it be 
satiefied with the gemorandum it sent to the international community’ 


AL@-MUSTAQBAL asked this question, and a leading Syrian official merely said, "The 
reason why there is no other alternative to the military solution is self- 
explanatory.” 


Awother official said, "We will take gany measures, and we have many of them." He 
did not wish to elaborate. 


t te self-ewident that due to the lack of balance between Syria and lerael, 
Damascus will avoid involvement in a battle whose time and place would be determined 
by someone elee. But it » |!) use thie matter=-the @ere consideration of annexation 
in the Knesset, as the Syrien memorandum stated--as a political weapon against the 
United States and againet those who go along with it. It will aleo use it against 
those who criticize the friendship and cooperation treaty which Syria signed with 
the Soviet Union. Regaining the Golan, whether it is “occupied or annexed,” can- 
not come about without the use of force at the appropriate time. 
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PRIME MINISTER RECEIVES IRANIAN MINISTER 


Al-Kaem's Statement to Minister 
INL71418 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1215 G¥T 17 Jan 61 


[Text] Damascue--Prime Minister ‘Abd ar-Ra'uf al-Kaem received today Musa Kalantari, 
iranian minister of road and transport, and his delegation. 


The visiting minister explained the stand of the Islamic revolution in Iran against 
Zioniem and U.S. imperialiem and its support for the Palestine cause. He affirmed 
that liberation of occupied Arab lands, foremost of which is Jerusalem, and fighting 
the defeatists and those who collaborate with the United States and Zionism are 

the duty of every Muslim. He aleo affirmed that the Iranian people are prepared 

to fight alongside the Arab people in ite conflict with Ierael and U.S. designe in 
the region. He also expressed his appreciation and his country's support for the 
sincere struggling course which Syria is faithfully and courageously leading to 
support the Palestinian people and to liberate the occupied Arab lands. 


Dr al-Kaem thanked the guest minister for his appreciation and support for Syria's 
stands in the Arab and Islamic arenas. He also asserted Syria's support for the 
Islamic Iranian revolution in its struggle against the designs of the United States. 
Al-Kasm explained that the Iraqi-lranian war serves no one but the United States 
and that it must end at the earliest possible time so as to unify the forces of 

the Arab and Iranian peoples against the main enemy, embodied in Zionism and the 
United States. 


Dr al-Kasm also said that the shah's policy which sought to create a distorted 
concept of Iran for the Arabs has failed, as did the attempts of che defeatist 
Arabs and those collaborating with the United States to create a distorted concept 
of the Arabs for the Iranian people. 


At the end of the meeting, the prime minister stressed that the Arab and Iranian 
peoples must stand in the same line with all the forces opposed to Zionism and U.S. 
imperialism and those forces struggling to free the peoples. 


The meeting was attended by the transportation minister and the Iranian ambassador 
in Damascus. 
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Gulf islands Discussed 


LOL71 308 Kuwait KUNA in Arabie 1245 GMT 17 Jan 61 


|Text}] Damascus, i? Jar (KUNA)=«Informed Syrian sources report that Syrian Prime 
Minister Dr ‘Abd ar-Ra'uf al-Kaem today discussed with a visiting Iranian ministe: 
the question of Iran's occupation of three Arab islands in the Arabian Gulf, 


The sources informed KUNA that Iranian Minister of Roads and Transport Musa 
Kalantari made it clear te Dr al-Kasm that Iranian oficiales recently held talks 
with the United Arab Emirates about greater and lesser Tunb<e and Bu Musa. He 
added the lranians warned the Emirates that Iran's withdrawal from these islands, 
occupied in 1971, will open the door to “American intervention” in them. The 
Iranians pointed out they were staying in the islands in order that they will not 
be used as permanent military bases against the peoples of the region. 


Official sources have said that during the meeting, Dr al-Kasm called for a speedy 


end to the [raq-Iran war “to unite the forces of the Arab and Iranian peoples 
againet their main enemy, Zioniam and the USA.” 


C80: 4802 
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TUNISIA 


PROGRESS TOWARD MORE DEVELOPMENT; SUPPORT OF POLITICAL, SOCIAL STABILITY 
Tunis AL=SABAH in Arabic 18 Nov pp 3-5 


[Interview with Muhammad al-Nasir, Minister of Social Affairs, by ‘Abd al-.atif 
al-Furati, date not given) 


{[Text! How does Muhammad al-Nasir, Minister of Social Affairs, see the affaires in 
this ministry and the social affairs sector 1 year after his return to the same 
ministry which he resigned from 4 years ago? 





We asked him questions and he answered frankly. Did we embarrass him in some instances’ 
The result of this interview was that we gave our readers some important political 
stands--since social life is primarily political, other important news on the rela- 
tionship of capital to business and customary law and the workers to social insurances, 
how to face the waves of newcomers in the wage market (not to call it the work market) 
and the new outlook on this subject through the actual data on our economy and its 
potential to create work after the doors of emigration were closed in the face of 

our citizens. 


The minister answered 15 major and secondary questions over a period of over 2 hours 
during a thrilling press interview. 


[Question] Your excellency resigned from the cabinet in 1977 when the social situation 
seemed to be changin,, then returned to the cabinet after 3 years. After your return, 
political life .as overcome by changes, creating a certain spirit in which debate 
became dominant again. Is this a coincidence, or have you worked toward that and 
succeeded in achieving it’ 





[Anewer) I recall that, upon my return to the government, you published 4 commentary 
in AL-SABAH in which one wondered: “Has Muhammad al-Nasir changed or has the govern- 
ment changed and made him return’” That was in November 1979 and I leave it to you 
to deduce whatever you choose from the incidents that took place so that you can 
anever jour own question. 


[Question] Optimists say that solving the syndicate crisis will give another forward 
drive to the economic development movement in the country. Pessimists say that the 
situation will go back to what it used to be in late 1977. What does the Minister of 
Social Affairs say’ 
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Avwiding Secial Tension 


|\Anewer! | say that solving the “syndicate crisis” is an important matter in iteell 
and @ purifying element in the secial and political environments in the country, tt 
could actually help push the development eevement forward, 


| alse say that solving the “syndicate eris’s’ is net enough in and by iteeil to 
provide the secial too! and push the wheel of progress. feonomic development, pro=- 
arese afd tools are contingent upon a group effort and an overall atmosphere created 
through the cooperation of ali sides, All efferte gust come together to reach the 
desired goal, 


The syfdicate problem is not an end in itself. The gain objective is still the 
strengthening of the secial tools and the provision of a suitable atmosphere to 
achieve complete and continuous development. In our pursuit of nationalistic objec= 
tives, we are actually working on implementing a basic and firm decision, Which is 
avoiding tension in social relations, 


This requires — social policy that is in harmony with the workers’ ambitions, which 
takes into consideration the social status they deserve ae an element of production 
and development. 


These principles are still standing. On the one hand, workers’ buying power gust be 
protected and strengthened continuously. On the other hand, there gust be 4 fair 
distribution of development results se that ai! social groups benefit from them. We 
are intent on having our social policy take both these major principles in to 
consideration. 


Ac much as we seek to deepen the harmony between our social policy and the workers’ 
aspirations and ambitions, the workers’ aspirations gust, at the same time, be in 
harmony with the development policy in the country, beginning with accommodat ing 
both urgent and deferred interests, and present needs and future requirements. 


These meeting points bring out the interaction between the social plan and the citizens’ 
desires for a suitable and respectable living standard, 4 strong and continuous 
purchasing power, « statue worthy of the worker and his representatives, and an actual 
participation in making basic decisions related to future development and planning. 


(Question!) Whom do you think is right; pessimite or optimists’ 


|Anewer|) If the solution to the “syndicate crisis” carries 4 common ground agreement, 
which ie the grounds that are our starting point fer formulating the society which 
we + wld like in this country. 


And if thie agreement emanates from a deep feeling of belonging to the national group 
ant holding on to national unity which we also consider as the unity of the future 
and destiny. 


And if the dream is that of protection of and care for ambitions as well as 4 feeling 
of responsibility toward achiewing the desired goals that seek social progress. 


if this is the complete outlook, then the situation brings nothing but optinaicn. 








| am alee naturally optimiatic and | have areat confidence in our people whe are 
full ef the “Beurguiban” spirit that fellows the @ind and net the heart. Tunisia 
hase been known to everyone a6 being the country of balance, 


i thiek thie balance makes 41) sides look at probleme in an objective way, favoring 
fational unity and the country's highest interest. 


Maybe the important thing ie net in favering the pessimists or optimists, in my 
opinion, it ie impertant to reach an objective analyeie of what we expect ae 4 solu- 
tien te the “erisie”. Workers faver the existence of an organization that represents 
and defends them and fulfille their requests of guaranteeing their rights to work and 
to professional prometions and offere them secial protection and supremacy of law. 
Thie te the workers’ concept of eyndicate work, 


On the other hend, some see that the solution te the “syndicate crisis” lies in the 
existence of an organization that acts a8 4 speaker on behalf of tradition, This end 
hee interests and business that guest be taken inte consideration. With a1! these 
comsiderations in ind, the public expects that the solution to the “ewndicate cricic™ 
will result in 4 new forward drive in development and will support political and 
social stability in the country. 


This contract policy requires 411 sides to agree on common grownde that guarantee work 
stability, imprewed production and protection of the workers’ standards of living and 
future, While at the same time securing the capital ownere of their leafe) investments 
and flow: ching establichmente. 


Power te Not in Defeating Othere 


As for ws, 46 4 gowernment and 4 regime, it is important that the epirit of the 

vatious social groupe is fet that of enmity and competing powere at the execution 

grounds. Power ie not in defeating of overcoming another side. The power we want 

is that which facilitates our journey toward our ambitious goalie, especially since 
unless are 


t 
out weeds and realize the goalie of future generations, the syndicate quest consider 
the needs of ite membere and also the needs of the generations that have sot joined 
the production wheel wet. The same is true of traditional syndicates. Aside from 


working for the progress and flowriehing of their 
new work areas and participate in édeweloping the 
the worker's own rights and legitimate sepirations. 


F 


We think that those two stands are sot conflicting and can led. 
requires 4 comprehensive look at the present aed future needs and an excel 
to waderstand the @otives of the opposite side. 


Thie ‘6 the real geaning of the dialogue on which our social policy is based, started 
by the greatest freedom fighter and enriched through hie productive experience and 
shrewd wiedom. The dislogue that President Bourguibs believes in and approves of as 
4 @eans of commmmicationse is the underetanding of the other side, 4 feeling of 
responsibility and regard for welfare and wnity. 














l\Question) There is secial development in Tunisia and there are several matters fo: 
consideration, the firet one being the feesamining of basic lawe and joint ventures 
with a possibility of reeensidering social regulation especially of the work gasette, 
What has been done relative te ail thie’ 


Opening Nerizone for Workere 





|Anewer|) We are entering 4 few phase and have started evaluating the experience which 
we had relative te the joint ventures and basic lawe that are new, since they were 
recentiy introduced, The resulte of thie eva’ vation will undoubtedly draw our fur ure 
lines that will be the basis upon which negotiations will begin te review the basix 
lawe and joint ventures. 





Joint ventures, for example, hawe provided several positive benefits, such as 
Classification of workers, promotion, wage development, protection against penalties 
and the formation of joint committees, They were 4 reassuring factor for the workers 
relative to their future and work conditions. However, we noticed some shortcomings. 
The same observed relative to the basic lawe. While the molde differ, the direction 
is one. We also noticed that gost of the social tension resulted from the fact that 
the workers’ and employees’ professional developments were not compatible with their 
aspirations, We find aany workers and employees reach 4 certain step on the pro- 
fessional ladder=-i.e., the tep--while they still hawe 10 of 15 years before they 
retire; whereas the salary scale gust gurantee each worker and employee cont inuous 
development in professional life, because there is nothing gore difficult for a human 
being than losing hope. Thus, horizons gust be open for 411 aides and workers. Joint 
ventures and basic laws gust guarantee and provide such horizons for each employee in 
order that he will hawe 4 chance for upward sobility. 


We also noticed the lack of bonuses at certain specialized levels, although we know 
that bonuses are the factor that encourages an employee to improve his skills. for 
example: The upward salary scale is divided into several grades, each of which is 
related to a special level of professional competence. But the difference between 
one step and another is sot important and sufficient to gotivate the worker to exert 
the needed effort to acquire the competence needed for his promotion to higher grades. 


Thus, it becomes necessary to adjust the salary scale and adjust the levels of 
competence in 4 manner that will push 4 person forward toward more and cont inuing 
Aevelopment . 


Relating Wages to Productivity 


The third element is that these agreements quest guarantee relating wages to productivity, 
which will encourage the dewelopment of production. Therefore, it is necessary to 
evaluate the joint ventures and basic laws and their review date will be set after our 
megotiations with the concerned parties in the near future. 


As for social legisiation, we have been reviewing the labor gazette since 1977. An 
order had been issued relative to the formation of 4 review committee, consist ing 
of representatives from the concerned departments and national organizations. The 
new project will be presented soon to the cabinet and later to the National Council. 
I believe that the changes in the labor gazette will aake it up-to-date and enable 
it to avoid certain shortcomings and find suitable solutions to certain problems 


which we have noticed during the past years, the gost prominent being providing the 











workere with the fRecessary assurance for theif future and permanency of theif jobe 
and protecting thee from termination, tt te alee neeeseary te ensure that the 
ofganizations’ by-laws are respected and to encourage production and productivity, 


Reviewing the Labor Gagette 


There is another element under study in the new project for the gazette, It aime at 
protecting syndicated work and eynideate officials, 


This does Hot mean that the syndicate officials can de what they please, We will 
formulate the revisions in a way that protects the eyndicate officials from being 
exposed to penalties because of their responsibilities in their syndicates, However, 
the latter gust be the [iret ones to be committed te their work and respect the law, 


The third element under consideration aigs at giving job priority to some people with 
special secial circumstances, reserves certain job areas for the benefit of citizens 
with especial secial circumstances such as heads of households who have no other income, 
handicapped persons who may aiso be heade of househoide or others with especial social 
ciroumetances and who feed special care and job priority. 


Another element is represented in finding 4 national structure to arbitrate when 
certain group disputes arise between supervisors and workers. At present, when a 
dispute arises, the state arbitration committee is sought to mediate. But these 
committees’ role is purely arbitrational, since they try to bring different viewpoints 
closer, Strikes often take place a6 a result of the obstinacy of one of the sides 

due to the lack of 4 structure to resort to for a final effective decision in favor 

of either side. 


we aleo aim at enabling job inepectore to hawe 4 gore effective role to quickly 
intervene in the event 4 dispute arises. Thies is different from the inspectors’ 
present role of recording violations aad reporting them to the government agent. We 
have also reduced the court martial procedures to expedite their work unlike now, 
when 4 person may sometimes have to wait for 4 whole year [for 4 court decision). 


There is also the matter of enabling employment offices to intervene more effectively 
in employing and utilizing foreign labor in our country with the intention of iaprov- 
ing the Tunisian work force. 


Toward More Social Security Benefits 


(Question) Some groupe of citizens were affected by the withdrawal of social security 
while such insurance was increased for those currentiy enjoying it, in the fields of 
health, housing, and single-family wages. Sut there ie still 4 lot to be done such 
as the standardization of work aethode to offer public services to the employees of 
both the private and public sectors. Have such coordination operations begun in 

thie area’ 


|Anewer) Our program has several provisions which we will present to the cabinet soon, 
some of Which is related to the withdrawal of social security from sew groups (farmers) 
as well as raising such insurance for other groups. 

















There afe Provisions intended for coordination between benefits which the eer ial 
security program browght the private seeter and these brought to the public sector, 
There is alee 4 prevision te revise the sectal seeurity law to offer ite members 
some financial benefite, such ae leans, and te have complete coordination among the 
structures and the contents of the two funde at 4 future stage, 


All thie is in the area ef balancing, We will continue te take care of fathers and 
jineage afd bring few insurances, Sick leaves will be increased and the retirement 
selaries will be tied to standards of living, and the pensions of widows and children 
will be imereased ae well, 


Loatte 


|\Question) There are certain privileges which the retirement fund gives ite members, 
such a8 home and car leans and annual leans, Will social security include such 
joanes ” 


|Anewer) The idea of loans is actually under study end it is fot necessary for it te 
be formulated the same way the retirement fund loans are. It could be limited to 
special cases and alse te assist those whe create projects to make more work available, 


Social Security Pund Te Be Subdivided 


|\Qvestion) is there 4 need for an old age fund deapite the existence of the social 
security fund, and is there an intention to serge these two funds’ 


|Anewer) The intention is to have 4 epecial structure for each of the social security 
systeme, because each system hase its own accounts, technicalities, and administrative 
procedures that require 4 special structure, Moreover, same thought is being given 

to subdivide, at 4 later stage, the social security fund into several funds, such as 
the sickness fund, the family grant fund and the old age fund, 411 under one national 
structure that coordinates and directs then, 


The future of the Pund 


|Question) tn 1974, a dewelopment took place in the benefits of the social security 
beneficiaries, such a6 retirement, old age, disability, housing and gedical treatment. 
how wae the social security fund able to meet all these requirements” And how do you 
see the fund's future in the light of ite present and future concessions’ 


|Anewer! The fund did not give the abovementioned privileges until after studies that 
specifically reviewed ite balanced budget, not to gention that these studies vere 
conducted by International Labor Office specialists. 


Retirement Crant 


westion) When the retirement grant decision was signed for private sector employees, 
a special amount was agreed upon, considering it experimental. This has not been 
onsidered for 5 years. Has this amount been finally confirmed, or is it going to 
change’ 


\Anewer!) There ie no change at the present time in contributions because there is 
no feed to review it again. 
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What the Current Decade will Be Like 


jQuestion| Despite some difficewlties, failures and crises, the past decade was 
one of development and dialogue amang various social groups, under the government's 
supervision, What will the current decade be characteristic of ? De you expect new 
improvements in employer/employee relations’ 


|Anewer| We actually started trying social dialogue during the past decade, 
epecifically simee 197), of after Chapter 52 of the labor gazette was cancelled, 

That chapter stipulated the freesing of salary negotiations although salaries were 
previously set by 4 central wage committee, that is, by the government. Since that 
date, we began 4 few experiment which is social negotiations that lead to joint 
agreements and @inimum salaries in industry and farming. In fact, this new kind of 
social relations is accompanied by 4 more liberal kind of development that gives the 
private sector 4 prominent statue and relies on investments to reglize economic growth. 
Thue, it ie based on continuous dialogue among various social groups, under the govern- 
ment's supervision. This experiment, which was the firet of ite kind in independent 
Tunisia, created 4 basic change in social life and gave social groups, i.e., workers 
sytdicates and businesemen, a role they did not have since our independence. This 
added 4 sew activity te social life which activated eyndicate life and gave it a 
forward push. 


All thie data and these changes explain the difficulties which Tunisia faced after 
it chose the policy of contracting and dialogue in the social field. These difficul- 
ties are simple considering the importance of the changes that were taking place. 
All important, basic experiments cause various probleme and difficulties at the start. 


The gowernment had to continuously intervene in order to bring the various groups 
closer, and arbitrate among various interests. its role was not easy, especially 

since it sometimes appeared like another social group, considering it rune the biggest 
portion of operations in both the public economic sector and the general administration. 


The dual role, Which sometimes makes the government appear like another group, being 
employer and arbitrator at the same time and the general authority at other times, 
further complicated the situation. 


What Will it Be Like in the Coming Decade’ 


i think choosing social dialogue a6 4 geans to reach total development; that is, 
achieving economic development a6 well as social progress; is a basic, undisputable 
choice. The probleme which the Tunisian society faced and overcame in the 1970s 
were related to both parties and structures. 


This experience guest teach ue to avoid problems we faced in the past, and to also 
treat their estructural causes. This particularly gseans that national goals gust be 
comvincing to all sides and 411 these sides @ust be committed to achieving thea. 


This commitment requires a feeling of joint responsibility which is supported by 
actual participation in setting up the developmental plan and seeing that it is 
implemented. Thie leads us to emphasize the necessity of the social groups’ progress 
from the role of continuous demands to the role of responsible participation in 
eetting up goale for each phase and joint commitment in realizing these goals. 
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The government's role will remain as arbitrator and the authority responsible for 
the success of the overall developmental plan, 


The coming decade will be marked by the existence of many social pressures, considering 
increasing demand for jobs, the workers’ aspirations for continuous improvement of 
their buying power, and the haope of citizens in general for a better life, Against 

all thie, the developmental plan's goal will be ambitious so that the Tunisian society 
will be reassured about ite profite and eo that new horizons will be open for the 
youth, Furthermore, the expected effort by all Tunieiane will be equivalent to 

their ag@bitions, These considerations assume that a1] social groups are able to 

cope with this heavy responsibility; the responsibility of a continuous, civilizational 
structure, 


|\Question| You called gere than once for the necessity of providing a fixed minimum 
wage for each family and the methods to guarantee this, such as increasing widow and 
orphan allowances, What are the other means that can lead to achieving a fixed 
minimum wage for every family’ 


A Fixed (Minimum) Wage for Every Tunisian Family 


|Anewer!) The traditional concept of wages must be changed. When we talk about wages, 
of ®inimum wage, we should not forget that a wage is an econemic element. It is the 
economic cost for effort, and it is a source though which a human being satisfied 

his needs. This economic factor is what gust be taken into consideration, while 
taking the social side into consideration as well. This is where the idea of guaran- 
teed minimum wage comes from. Thua we cannot consider the minimum wage as only 4 
means to satisfying the citizen's [economic] needs; it is particularily aimed at 
satisfying the head of a household's needs. This brings us to the subjects of family 
allowances, single-income allowances, and salary increases. Today, after 25 yeare of 
independence, our society must actually achieve this minimum level: A respectabie, 
moderate way of living for every family. We may not be able to provide work for 
everyone in the near future, and there may be differences in income. But it is 
necessary to provide 4 sinimum income for every Tunisian family. In many cases, we 
find a woman with children and no supporter, which creates many social problems. 


As for methods that provide solutions to such situations, i have already ment ioned 

the necessity of giving priority to one family member who has a large number of depen- 
dents, and also encouraging family production. It is necessary to provide production 
means within each family and these means depend on the environment and climate; 
whether it is rural or urban. In rural areas, we can find waye to create farming, 
cattle raising and clothes-making jobs in a manner that will provide enough income 
for every family. This is in addition to what I previously sentioned about increas- 
ing wicow and orphan allowances and giving job priority to one family member who has 
many dependents. In addition to pointing these situations out to social workers, we 
must also control proverty, chase it away, recognize it and find solutions for it. 

I would like to sention in this area the continuous attention that HE the President 
has been and still is giving to such conditions since our first day of independence, 
and his continuing instructions to raise the Tunisian family standard so aii Tunisians 
can enjoy the fortune of a happy life. 


(Question) Then building large factories is not enough to absorb the extra work force? 


[Anewer) Factories alone are not enough to solve ail these problems. 
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[Question| is there a new idea to save unemployed and college youths by doing away 
with unemployment, especially since the unemployment of the educated youths poses a4 
dangerous problem, even politically’ 


Reployment: Everyone's Problem 


|Anewer| The unemployment problem is our primary concern at the present time. The 
results of dealing with thie problem up to thie time, since many work areas have been 
opened due to the policy of promoting investments, industry and exports in addition 
to the godernization of farming. We achieved good resuite with these accomplishments, 
since we were able to provide an annual rate of 40,000 jobe in addition to employment 
provided by emigration, But the future will see an increased demand for jobs, 
reducing emigration, and maybe bringing back some of the immigrant workers. The 
employment question will remain one of our most important problems. in our future 
plan, we will pursue 411 the possibilities that may help put an end to unemployment. 
But we gust not consider that the unemployment problem will be over by creating work. 
We also have to solve the unemployment problem in industry through the participation 
of all economic sectors. Then we gust depend more and more on the citizens’ initiative 
and on the local bodies, such as municipalities. As for personal initiatives, the 
government should net be the only one who thinke of the unemployment problem. fvery 
individual must seek to find the chance to earn 4 suitable income. We must go beyond 
the traditional concept of work, a6 4 job for 4 wage into a broader concept that 
could be translated inte this equation: Work = A means of livelihood. If this con- 
cept is the correct one for work, then every individual gust cooperste with us to 
solve this problem which we, of course, include within the framework of economic 

and social organization, and depend on their creative powers and citizen participation 
in reducing unemployment and finding productive means that provide suitable income. 


Work: <A Means of Livelihood 


Although providing etre: tures to help create industrial projects that employ workers 
by giving these projects 4 lot of concessions and incentives is important, we must 
also begin encouraging emall establishments, help businesemen to pull out and protect 
family production so that the ginimum wage is available to every Tunisian family. This 
ie, of couree, in addition to the continuous efforts of industrialization, aoderniza- 
tion of farming, and exploitation of existing natural resources. 


Industrialization requires some though relative to the use of technologies. At the 
present time, we find that the work place in industry is very costly. According 

to studies available to us, there is a tendency in the industrial sector to use modern 
technologies. This is necessary to realize higher productivity and facilitate 
competition in the foreign market. Sut these technologies incur investment costs in 
addition to limiting the employment capacity since they depend on automation. I am 
hot against modernization and che use of technology. But it is necessary to reconcile 
limiting production cosets on the one hand and the requirements of the employment 
policy on the other. 


As much as we encouraged investments in the past, we must in the future encourage 

financing that creates the highest number of work opportunities and the technologies 
that balance between production requirements and attract the highest number possibile 
of male and female workers. There is an adjustment and evaluation in this area which 
we will undertake, relative to the use of technologies in industry and production areas. 
Therefore: 
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1) A few employment concept @ust exist, considering the work area a6 4 meane of 
livelihood and that employment means providing a decent income, 


2) All sectors are required to create work areas! industry, commerce, agriculture 
fishing, ete, 


3) Technologies that can provide the gost number of work areas at the lowest cost 
must be encouraged, 


«) We must depend on personal initiatives and provide incentives for people to 
create work even for one person, and aleo encourage emall establishments and 
craftemen, 


5) Relative to public groups, they can participate in planning work and service 
programs in their areas. These probleme will provide employment for large numbers 

of workers. These groups must cooperate with the government in offering the necessary 
loans and financing. 


Emigration and Employment 


[Question| Relative to stopping emigration and even expecting some emigrants to 
return, can we adopt emigration development [instead]? 


j|Anewer!) it is obvious that Tunisian workers are in great demand. We have certain 
requests in this area from sister and friendly nations, to select employees for 
educational and administrative and technical specialties. Based on the educational 
and training policy and the availability of qualified personnel, we can participate 
in the development of some sister and friendly nations through loaning them employees. 
The Technical Cooperation Agency is responsible for this area. 1 believe that the 
coming monthe and years will enable this agency todevelop ite work, and our plan for 
technical cooperation will become more vital. 


[Question| Can this agency compensate for che (local) employment probles through 
utilizing emigrant employees’ 


|Anewer| The employment of hundreds of employees by the agency outside [of Tunisia] 
cannot compensate for the problem of employing thousands of workers. There is a new 
form that emigration could take in the future which will control workers’ immigration 
to other countries on individual bases to work according to contracts between them 

and foreign orgafiizations. The idea under study is that Tunisian organizations would 
participate in outside contracts and the Tunisian Government would give them all the 
necessary facilitations, and Tunisian workers would be contracted for specific periods. 
That is, Tunisian organizations would be working inside the country, with branches 

and contracts in foreign countries. We have enough qualified employees and contractors 
to enable use to invade thie field and open new work horizons for the benefit of the 
Tunisians. 


9455 
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TUNISIA 


MINISTERS RECEIVE RSFSR JUSTICE MINISTER AND DELEGATION 
RSFSR Justice Minister Received 


LDL20953 Tunis L'ACTION in French 8 Jan 81 p 6 


[Unattributed report: “RSFSR Justice Minister Received by Party Director and 
by Mohamed Chaker” | 


["ext|) Mongi Kooli, director of the Destourian Socialist Party and minister 
attached to the prime minister had 4 meeting yesterday afternoon in the La Kasbah 
barty headquarters with the Russian delegation headed by Viadimir Blinov, RSFSR 
justice minister and chairman of the Soviet-Tunisia Friendship Society, which 

has been in Tunisia since Tuesday in connection with the Tunisian-Soviet friendship 
celebrations. 





After *he meeting, which took place in the presence of USSR Ambassador to Tunisia 
Boris holokolov and Tumisia-USSR Friendship Association Chairman Noureddine Glenza, 
Viadimi, Blinow told the TAP representative that he had informed the party director 
of the various cultural events planned for the celebrations. 


Those events, the sinister added, will probably help to strengthen relations 
between the (wo countries and the two peoples. 


Justice Minister Mohamed Chaker had 4 seeting in his department yesterday afternoon 
with Viediair Blinov and members of the delegation accompanying him who had come 
to pay his a courtesy visit. 


The meeting took place in the presence of Tunisian-Soviet Friendship Association 
Chairman Noureddine Glenza and USSR Ambassador to Tunisia Boris Kolokolov. 


Premier Receives Blinov 
L0231059 Tunis L'ACTION in French 15 Jan 81 p 4 
[Unattributed report: “The Prime Minister's Audiences” | 
|Text) At the Kasbah Government Palace yesterday afternoon Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali received the USS®#-Twmisia Friendship Association delegation headed by 
RSFSR Justice Minister Viadimir Blinov, in the presence of Tunisia-USSR Friendship 


Association Chairman Noureddine Glenga and Soviet Ambassador to Tunis Boris 
Ko loko lov. 


ile 





After the audience Mr Blinov told the Tunis=Africa Press Agency that the USSR- 
luhisia friendship Association is making 4 visit to Tunisia to take part in the 
first fuhisia=Seviet friendship celebrations in return for the visit made by the 
Tunisia=USSR Friendship Association delegation to the Socialist Republic of 
lad#hikistan in December 1979 for the USSR=-Tunisia friendship celebrations, 


These friendship celebrations which have a very varied and ambitious program are 
Organized each time on the basie of participation by one of the 15 Soviet socialist 
republics, he explained, 


The events taking place in the Tunisia=-Soviet friendship celebrations in which the 
city of Dushanbe has taken part because it is twinned with the city of Monastir, 
have been held in Tunis, Sousse, Monastir, Sfax and Kairouan. 


They have demonstrated the great, sincere and deep friendship which exists between 
the two peoples. 


Mr Blinov said he is convinced that such celebrations will strengthen that friend- 
ship. 


in conclusion he thanked the Tunisian people for their warm and cordial welcome, 
On this occasion Mohamed Mzali asked Viadimir Blinov to convey his greetings and 


good wishes to his counterpart Nikolay Tikhonov and to the Soviet Union's political 
and sports leaders. 


CSO: 4400 
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UNITED ARAB EMLRATES 


PROBLEMS IN HIRING, EMPLOYMENT OF DOMESTIC MANPOWER REVIEWED 
Sharjah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 20,21, 22 Dec 60 


ey ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Iama'il: “The Crisis of Employees Who Are Citizens -- 
To 
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“However, in 1974 and following years, 
increased several times over, crea 
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that it will be feasible to promote those 
grades. 


“However, when high positions are assigned to people 


a bad effect when it appears that this 
level and his grade cannot be lowered nor can he be 
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These are excerpts fram a letter sent by 

ministry to the minister in which he explained the reasons for his resignation. 
It is not, of course, important to know the name of the empl 

or the ministry he resigned fram; the obstacles mentioned in 
Confined to one ministry to the exclusion of others, and he 
thousands in the employment system who are suffering from the sam problems 
and share 4 common view in diagnosing the crisis. 


The crisis therefore exists. The reasons for it may be summarized as the paralysi* 
of the Enployment Statute, the suspended promotions, and who 

fail to reach higher positians, especially since the leadership positions are too 
f@w in number to accammodate them, now that most of them have been filled with 
recent graduates. Salaries are still stabilized at existing levels, while the 
price level is constantly escalating. 


Ail these reasons have pranpted citizens who are employees to seek other areas 
where they can acquire greater benefits and higher salaries, or to camplete their 
studies in the hope of improving their conditions in the future. 


Ore can state that the flight of employees who are citizens from their positions 
is oriented toward four areas, the Ministries of the Interior and Defense, the 
University of the Bnirates, and the private sector. 





Thus the movement of employees seeking better conflition assumes two basic ten- 
dencies: the first is to resign and work in the private sector, which is the 
that of the majority, is to transfer 
fram the ministries where they work to other ministries and departments. This 
e were not satisfied with their employment conditions in 
the ministries they had been working in, for numerous reasons which vary fran 
person to person and fram 


i 
i 
: 


mi 
Although transfers among the various government ministries are continuous, these 
employees do not depart from the framework of the government systen. However, a 
state of instability is created in this system. 


Perhaps figures alone will provide clear indicators of the extent and limits of the 
crisis. 


During just 6 months of this year, from March to August, the total employees who 
were appointed to the Ministries in the government came to 520, while the total 
citizens who campleted their service in this period, both those who resigned 

and those who transferred fram another ministry, came to 329. There is no doubt 


that this figure, which accounts for about 70 percent of appointed persons, 
represents a startling amount. 








What are the causes of this phenomenon? What are the solutions to it? 


This is what we will try to elucidate through the views of employees who have 
transferred from one ministry to another, and some officials and public per- 
somalities. 
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Agreed, Not Agreed 


The resignation of Yusuf Khalifah, who resigned fram the Ministry of Labor ani 
Social, Affairs to work as an iwestigator in the Accounting Bureau, was 

@ number of resignations fram the ministry given for numerous 
describes by stating: 


“As far as I was concerned, I was working in a position which was not canpatible 
with my specialization; I am a jraduate in foreign trade fran Egypt and worked 





totally remote fram my specialization, starding between me and the campletion of 
my studies, as it gave me no expertise in my field of stuly. In 

was monotonous by nature, being just confined to the mere signing of ‘agreed’ ar 
‘not agreed’. Would that the matter had just been confined to the 
the job, but it went beyond that and was worse. The Inspection Department was 
Camposed of a department manager, two assistant managers (one for visa 
and the other for labor inspection affairs) and two section heads. Coordination 
was lacking among them all, an! sanetimes even same contradictory decisions 
were mate which it was impossible to carry out because they conf 

many tines I was surpirsed by a decision on the part of the second assistant 
manager conflicting with another one fram me! For example, I would assign an 
imvestijzator to go to Sharjah, then was surprised to learn that the other assis- 
tant manager had asked him to go to Dubai. There is nm doubt that this kind 
Situation caused the investigator to be confused, because he did not know whi 
of the two orders to carry out. The chaos especia 
when the manager was absent. These camplications created much confusion in 


the job and caused many problem, all at the expense of performance ani output.” 
I Refuse Bribes! 


fl 


& 
: 
Z 
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/Question7 All the reasons you mentioned for your resignation are related to the 
Conditions of your former jobs; are there other reasons in general? 


/Arewer There wes the low salary and the fact that it did not correspond to the 
prevailing prices. This is themost important reason for all resignations and 
transfers which occur in the various ministries in the goverrment. The salaries 
remin as they were set by the Civil Service Statute 10 years ago, while prices 
are making big leaps in every period -— indeed every day. This prompts e@- 
ployees to seek higher salaries and better conditions, either in the 

system itself or in the private sector, in order to maintain a specific standard 
of living below which the citizen cannot live. 


There is another aspect which had its significance in my resignation from my 
previous position. One cannot consider this aspect peculiar to me alone. It 
is well known that the employees of the Ministry of Labor occupy positions of 

& Special nature which makes it Likely that they will be expose! to attempts at 
bribery on same people's part. Since my salary was low and my morals and values 
did not allow me to accept bribes, I preferred to resign an’ assume my current 
position, where I get a higher salary. 
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it is fot absent [ah @ fie «yn i should @ention samething of extreme ite 


portance Which happened in Wie Ministry of Labor to me and other atployees be- 
Sides me, I! often discussed matters with officials where | considered their 
api nions , but they insisted on their validity, This created constant 
touch i nen. friction between me avi then, which wore me dam psychologically, 


to the greatest extent 
i Have Realised Peyeholajical Peace 


/uestion/ Is there another reason for yaur resignation Which is related to you 
personally? 


— f Yes, after we offered 4 group resignation, 4 decree was issued trans- 
erring me to the ition of 4 section head in the Social Care ani Deve 
Organia@ations in Dhabi. i! did not protest against working in Abu Dhabi; 


rather, I protestel against oS The anawer was that this de- 
cree was in ieation of the C Civil Gervice Statute ani returned things to 
their proper . Nowever, the decree itself contained things which contra- 


diccal this claim, Same persons were appointed to positions which were not their 
basic ones, in fact to positions which were more than they deserve’ 


/Puestion] Are you satisfied with your current position? 


(\eeuee/ The salary 1 receive now is greater than the salary in my previouw: 
position, and I am working within my field of 














epecialiaation, raising my work 
prauctivity so that a new day done not pass by that { do not feel thet « t | have 
learned samething new. It is to point to the ensouragement ar! appre- 
ciation I have received fram officials; more important than 1 have 
mentioned is my deep feeling of psychological peace, which is the gain. 


Three Attractive Flamwents 


Hamid ‘Ubayd al-‘Mtrushi was working as director of the ‘Ajman hospital, then 
resigned fran his job in order to join the ‘Ajman police at the rank of lieu- 
tenant . 


On the reasons for this step, which moved him t 4 job wipse nature is Wolly 
different fram his previous job, Mamid says, 


"My probler is 4 classic example of all the problew of graduates, and it is not 
restricted to m alone. Graduates ordinarily start fram sero and aspire to 


ronlize great atbitions; if there is np point of attraction, they are beset by 
frustration People are always striving for what is better and resorting to 
comparisons to Getcrmine what is better. As far as we are conperne’, the best 
Se ee ne —— —— ae 


Interior. This is what pranpted me to resign fram the Ministry of Health. If 
we want to specify the points of superiarity, one cin mention three essential 
points: 


“The first is that people's jobs in these tw ministries are given 4 proper evalu- 
ation because they have 4 set pattern. In the civilian ministries, 4 person wp 
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works 4 great deal is equal t© sa@meone whe does not work, I do not knew the 
reason for tat, Is it He ministries theme) 










“The secand point is relate! to the breakdawn 
in Interior and Defense, everyone is 
a& kind of peyeholajical —~y ore 

that situation Goes rot responsibility for 
‘earile, in civilian Ministries everything is 


work i6 Geficient Gan be rewarded, whereas if there were 


wards, sate people who still have not been pranoted for § years would have been 
orate), 


F 


“The third anil most important difference ic the miterial one. This is natural, 
bepause everyone strives to improve his inaa..” 


Two Laws, for the Citizen ar! the Expatriate! 


/Saestion/ Were the negative aspects of the civilian ministries reflected in 
your situation when you were a director of the ‘Ajman Hospital? 


/Reewer/ The director of the medical region was a good man and no digputes 
gocurred between me and him. Indeed, At,» he recommervie! that | 






— by stating that I should wai 
Civil Service Law stipulates, 


/Question/ What solutions % you consider would guarantee that the paralysis 
in the P&ployment Statute would be remedied? 


‘pawet/ it is necessary to awn the Civil Service La so that the requisite 
sod fication will bring about a reduction in red tape ani set forth 

sive solutions for the employees at all levels. This law has gram old ani 
sterile and is not in keeping with our current confition. 

wnich is developing rapidly and it is necessary that the lave conform t the 
epeed of develomments. Hamid a@is, "Wy 

sust one wait for 4 specific pericd set 
he is campetent? 


“Same axployees have spent sore than the period stipulated by lav and have not 
yet been prampte?; is there any justice in this? 


“The Ministry of Health, for instance, says that it is comected to the general 
ployment staff. in this case, everyone's pramption is subject to the Civil 
Service Statute. Nonetheless, we see people in the Ministry of Health who have 
fot been pramote? for a number of years, although the regional director reco 
werdie’ that they be prampte. 


“In another area, the suspension of pramptions and naw positions in ministries 
Mich complain of a glut of e7ployees, wile acceptable and justifiable, is 
mot acmeptable in ministries which camplain of 4 shortase.” 














fair that the law should make the tj equal, 
The Prablem of Puture Graduates 


/Question’ Will the problems of new graduates differ in mature fram the obstacles 
you have faced? 


creasing year after year. They wil 
“ore so, ami it is most important 





First is to realize financial stability for graduates 
selves, as Nappens in Qatar, where the graduate, 
given the am of 250,000 Qatari riyals. If you 
material situation, he will say that he is still i 








The second thing is that the graduate should work in the f 
to his Specialigation. This aan be realised by agreament between the Ministries 
of Planning and Bduoation so that gradustes will be distributed in accordance 
with the requirements of the state. 


iiamid al-<Matrushi concludes his notions by saying: 


“Ip loyees here are oppressed, be they citisens or expatriates, because their 
salaries are limited whereas inflation is constantly escalating. The result is 
that they live empty-handed ar have np function exept to work and eat!” 


/2i Dec 8 p 5/ 
ex.’ in every issue or problem, there will perforce be a difference in vies 


between those suffering fram the problem ani officials, however partial this 
lifference may be. 


In the crisis of domestic amployees, their views almost correspon! totally with 
those of ministry officials, as far as diagnosing the reasons for the crisis 


ada 





a) Ueir Gomplusions af) seivlions are cormmerned, 
proves the existe of He crisis ami its scope, 

fact that the position of the ministries thanselves 
resigned is preot that the officials in these mini 

Wich pratpte! these auployees to resign avi 

in © Ministry have officials stam! as an ahetacie 
his resignation, This is natural as lony as te officia 
Eeployment Statute an evaliuatian whidh dose not 
whe Nave resignel, 


The ploytent Statute, in brief, has been afflicted with 
far outetripped by the cavalcade of develawment. The whe heve resigns 
are uainow on this. let us now see Wut the officials say. 








Most Peaple Who Resign Are Meter Readers 
Hamid ibn Nasir al-‘(ways, minister of electricity ani water; 


“mp loyees who have resigned since the beginning of this year number 27, including 
22 eter readere and five clerks. The reasons for these resiqnations may be 
attr ibutel to the following: 


“The low salaries they receive when aampare’ with the salaries in the Ministries 
of jefense and the interior, in addition to other allawmances and privileges which 
are "Ot available in the ministry. 


“The abeense of such endburagaent imentives as pramotion®, bonuses and - 
jomal raises, The ministry previously requeste) new positions for raises in its 
budyet for 1979-89, but they were not approved by the Ministry of Piname and 
industry. 


"The ministry's failure to respomi to these ap ’ 
@ployrent comiitions in the light of positions 

tion, in view Of the sterility of the rule applied in this case, 
that it i¢ ot permissible to prampte an awployee or worker for more than 
grade to positions which are vacate! by pramtion, 
ampointment of naw amployees to positions vaca 
grade may be. There is no doubt that the nav 
than the old one. His appointeert to a higher 
psychological frustration on the part of the old esployee or 
treatment, because he has not been trested! fairly 
The inevitable result of that will be 4 search for 








“The failure to resporsl to the ministry's statement 
allocate a nature-of-jab slicwance for meter reaters 
service. We previously presented a mappramium to the 
requesting that they be qrante! this allavanme, in an 
modify their cordlitions ani keep them at their jas. 
jected our rejpupst.” 











The Sinister adds, 


“Por all Uwese feasoré, tagether of separately, Ue resignation processes kept 
aeourring, the ey lost these Wained! personne) ani the ee 
Gonstitute af wwiatural situation with 4 negative effect on 
oranization of work in the field of colieetion.” 


The Muvistries and Absent Powers 


(Question What solutions a you cons.der proper for your ministry and the minis- 
tries of the state in general? 


(Neawet/ Me fat a6 Our Ministry goes, we recommend, as an solution, that 
a nature-of = ay yy - 8 for meter readers 
and coupon ¢ Ae for government ministries in general, including ours, we 


consider it apprapt iate to 


lower the minimum number of years for staying in a grade. Thraugh actual practice 
with ody EE may ying the Civ Service law, 
Obstacles, especially as 


we have 
in the grade, 

has set that at 4 years for ap 
is that the 4-year iod 
ia “as fot citi 












vio have completed the minimm 
will be autamatic when the ministries’ budgets are dram up each year 


The sanistries, represented by the ministers, should be given greater powers as 
rejerds pramotions, encouragement boruges ani exceptional raises, in order to 
reward campetent a@xployees who express good ideas that result in increased 
matt . 


The minister of electricity anid water ends his statement by ing “It is neces- 
Ne eee sO that we can limit grave phenomenon, 
which does not stap with meter reasilers and clerks alone but will go beyond them 


to other personnel who are Gamestic amployees.” 
The Gap in Salaries 


“There is no doubt that there are a@tployment probles in the goverrment. These 
orob lame say be ascribed to the big gap Which coourre’ in swlaries when the 
;pvernmment declare’ an increase in police and Geferse salaries but did not take 
the general civil staffs and other especial staffs into corneideration at the saw 
time.” 


Natwad ‘Abdallah al-Mutawe’, assistant uviersecretary of agriculture, aids; 


“Thies procedure has engendered 4 sort of employment differential among sembers 
of the oate government, and thus we oan say that it has been a cause for 


ids 





the amergence of a problem anong a broad segment of amployees who have grumbled 
about differences in salaries,” 


Quest ion What are the reasons for the resignations in the Ministry of ri- 
ture? 


—e— A 22 of Agriculture included mmerous citizens ande’ 4 
; these were agricultural guides whan the ministry strove ass..u- 
uous ly to train in order to prepare 4 good technical nucleus which could bear 
the burdens of agricultural development in the future. We considered than the 
first brick for develapment in the agricultural area. However, for material 
macone <= which we hold to be the basic element in creating incentives for these 
technical staffs -- these young le proceeded to desert the 
Agriculture, one after the other. headed toward the Ministries 
aml Defense! It is clear franthis that they did so in order 
material situation. Same others also 

Situation and went to university. Paced with 

Agriculture did not try to stand in the way of 


ditions. 
Ramining but Threatening! 


/Questi Those who have not left the Ministry of Agriculture: are they happy 
with tr conditions? 


Anewer / are enilessly knocking on the doors of officials in the ministry 
requesting t their conditions be improved and asking when it will be possible 
to isprove these comlitions. In fact, many of them are threatening to leave the 


ministry if their conditions are not rectified. 
al-Mutawwa' ards, 


“Tt is necessary to hasten to fini a solution to this problem, which is giving 
them sleepless nights, and creste 4 suitable forma to quarantee that they are 
reassured and improve their oprdition.” 


/Question/ What is the formula, in your opinion? 


It is necessary to modify the Employment Statute to r 
fegative aspects, and it is necessary to inclute special staffs in 
staff, then give campetent people the material an! moral incentives they deserve. 


1 Am Ashamer! To Pace Exployees! 


The resignations which the goverrment ministries are witnessing may be attributed 
to 4 number of reasons, anon the most important of which are the absence of 
mterial and moral incentives, as ‘Abdallah Hamid, deputy undersecretary of 

labor for financial ani administrative affairs, says, adding, 


“In the absence of incentives, I an e@tharrasse’ at assigning any anployee to per- 
form a job. If such incentives existed, the situstion would be different, 























because the desire to work is there, On another hand, the freezing of pramptions 
has wal a very important effect on employee perfomance, since it is reflected 
materially and morally on the @mployee, which is natural, An auployee who has 
apent a number of years ani rewiine! inthe grade to which he was assigned wil! 
undoubtedly feel persecuted, aml will live in 4 bal psychological state, which 
will be reflected in his output; this is a general phenamenon which exists in 
the whole goverment system, although the Civil Service Law has determined the 
periad in which employees met ramain in the grade, meaning that there is fo 
legal abstacie preventing pranotions. 


"Most employees who are to be pramote! have leted the period for remaining 

in the grade to which they were appo_nted and r chiefs’ reports on them are 
good, These reports recommend that they be continuously pramoted but nonetheless 
they spend a number of years in their positions without pranwtion; sane of tham 
have even gone without pramotion for 8 years. What really pranpte amazement is 
that the positions create! for promotions costs the goverrment only 4 modest 
amount of money, because the creation of promotions takes place along with the 
elimination of the previous positions of the employees whose pramption is to take 
place. Thus it is clear that the requisite sum is the difference between the grate 


to which the employee is to be prampted ani his current grade.” 
/Question/ You have not talked about salaries as a reason for the resignations! 





‘pewer/ That is a ionj story. However, in brief, the costs of living have now 
became exorbitant and balance between the constant rises in prices ami salaries, 
which remain fixe’, is totally lacking. 


A Private at Higher Salary 


‘Question’ What groups have resigned from the Ministry of labor? low have you 
dealt with the resignations? 


‘Anewer’ The mumber of people who resigned fram this ministry this year cam to 
35; their categories are as follows: 


Pour @yineers, three overseers, an administrative officer, a clerk, 1) drivers, 
a eervant ami a quard. 


To these one should add the farmer assistant undersecretary, who resigned then 
went to the Unite! States to continue his higher stutlies. Thus we find that the 
greatest percentage of people who have resigned are drivers. They are always 
looking t© improve their situation and aspire to better confitions. After the 
sxlification of wages in Deferse ani the Interior ani the t ministries’ en- 
souragement of Citizens, many people went ani applied’ for work there. There is 
sothing strange in that. Drivers who work in Defense, for auample, are appointed 
at the rank of private an! receive salaries higher than those in the ministry. 


Most of the other people who have resigned, besides the drivers, resigned in 
accordance with their wishes, in orler to omplete their higher stulies. Most 
of them are engimmers and ventured to resign because compelting their studies 
is better fram every aspect than their current e=ploysent ariditiors. 
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Ne goes Of W Say) 





"Regarding Uw ministry's pn fh 
the ministry has been totally understanding of the circvmetances of of 
them ani has not tie! to cbetruct any of them fram getting what he wanted, 
When the employees submitted their resignations, we 
for they if the reason lay with the ministry ami could be resolved, we did 

not hesistate to @ so, If the person resigning found a better opportunity 

elesfhere, we did not stam! in his way. Ministry officials did everything in 








their power to create ineentives for the employees, but that did not cam to 
pass, because there have not been adequate financial allocations for such 
imeentives, sudh as the creation of new promotions, over the past 2 years. One 


should bear in mind that the ministry ineluied creation of new pramwtions 
the last two budjets, tut that aqremment wis notqiven to that and we know no 
reason for it,” 


(Question, The reasons and results are almost campletely clear; what are the 
lutions? 


/eaeer/ The most important step in yoy ae Paployment Statute, which 
has been afflicted’ with paralysis and has fai to keep abreast of develap- 
ments, lies in stabilizing prices. If this is done, we will return to our 
former status, since salary increase will be followed by an increase in prices. 
it would be better for the goverrment to intervene in setting the prices of 
essential consumer goose, ot least; at that point, we will have made a scien- 
tific, practical etep. The process of setting prices requires the promilga- 
tion of an exact, effective system for oversesing the imple wntaion of the 
resolution an! for apprehending violators. Herein lies the role of the muni- 
Cipalities, wiicn will play a basic role in surveillance when such 4 resolu- 
tion is taken, 


The secon! necessary step for correcting the explant situation is related 
to pramptions. Beployees who have spent the legal period in their grades ore 
supposed to be prampte’ autamaticaliy, as lon, as their chiefs’ reports on 
tiem are positive. 


‘22 Dec 80 p 5/ 
“ext/ Laborers anid Restrictions in the Statute 


"If we look at the goverrment sector, we will find that it is broken adam into 
‘~~o carte. One part is governed by the Civil Service Statute an! the other 
oart is qoverne’ by 4 epepial statute, in the sense that appointment to 

texlies include! in this part take place without reference to civil service. 
These balies also Nave special staffs. I can give examples of that in the 
Minietries of Defense and the interior, the University of the @nirates and the 
Accounting Bureau. These organizations Nave 4 special character, on groumis 
that the work in them refuires additional efforts wWiich need incentives. Por 
thie reagon, apecial statutes have been set out for than.” 


Niwaad al-Juweyri, adersecretary of labor avi sovial affairs, adds, “The crisis 
of dameetic aployees ic a@texlied in the entities Wich are subject to the 








Civil Dervice Statute, This statute, which governs te hiring of @ployees, was 
set Out if 4 manner if Keeping with conditions Wich prevailed 4a number of years 
ajo, but are nm longer in keeping with the new conditions an! variables the 
government has face], Anon te most important of the newly arising circum 
stances is the fact that the private sector and the 011 companies have managed 
to attract many sectors of the saviety in light of the benefits they contain in 
ters Of salaries an) allowances.” 


Question/ Laborers account for a large percentage of people who have resigned, 
few do you explain that? 


/Anawer/ There are many pramotion restrictions on laborers in the statute. This 
statute is broken dawn into four cycies. A specific perial of time has been set 
out for the pramption of 4 Laborer or @tployee fran one grate to 
fram one cycle to another. This period varies as the cycles and 
in the lawer cycles, 4 years must elapse for pramption of an 
rejardiess of his sincerity or work performance, or the goa! 









If we have an @mployee at the grade of clerk ani officials cons 
yoo! inippendent judgment, is competent, and can perform the 
hin if he is promoted to a higher position, the officials will 
ee 
the . 


The Crisis of the Flight of Drivers 


al-Jumayri adds, “Pram another stanipoint, the ministries are restricted in 
hiring and pramptions by the Chapter One amounts allocated to than, in the 
sense that no ministry can deal with appointments exept within the limits of 
the ammount allocated to it and consequently this amount determines the mumber of 
posi tions. 





“There is an element which is no less important than the freezing of promptions, 
and that is @tbodied in the Lack of inpentives, which aggravates the poor con- 
litions of the laborers. There are to which the statute gives incentives; 
joctors reseive an oocupational hazard allowance, labor inspectors get 4 nature 
of work allowance, anid engineers get a technical boms.” al-~Jumayri goes on 

to say, 


"Tt is true that inpentives are of grest importance, but they are not as 

ae salaries, which have been the basic reason for the resignations, especially 
aor laborers. In the ministries, they receive salaries which are much lower 
than those they can get in other sectors, and this has induced than to join these 
sectors. Drivers in the Ministry of Eduction, for instance, have mostly moved 
over to the Ministries of Defens and the Interior, creating 4 crisis in Educa- 
tion. The high inflation rate has lei to an increase in prices and thus 
salaries are mp lorgjer adequate © cover the obligations of individuals. Here 
we must note that we are nmpt the only country which is facing this phenamenon; in- 
flation is 4 worldwide phenamenon and we are affected by the events that are going 
on in the world, because we have investments in it.” 
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tion What is the increasing foreign labor forces’ contribution to in- 
tion? 


the country, while transferring the of it to th countries. This means 
that Liquidity is drained out of the country, and thus the effect of foreign 
labor on inflation is minor. In another area we, as a developing country, need 
labor to carry out the various development plans, ani here I must emphasize that 
cheap manpower is not the basis of development — what is important, rather, is 
Campetence and trained technical personnel. Thus Arab manpower is more feasible 
ami beneficial in carrying out the development plans. 


Decentralization of Appointment 


— What moxlifications do you consider necessary in the Civil Service 
tute? 


/Nnewor] It is necessary to set forth a new civil service statute, or amend the 
existing one in a manner which will be in keeping with the prevailing circum- 
stances and will bring about the necessary flexibility in the statute. Here I 
Consi ler it necessary to create an incentive system, particularly as far as 
pramotions are concerned. We, as officials, are not against improving anyone's 
Situation, but there must be a regular system permitting the transfer of offi- 
cialis fram one grade to another and one cycle to another = that we can prevent 
them fram being drained off fram the ministries into other areas. Any competent 
amployee who is entitied to pramotion aniwhose ministry agrees to his pramotion 
must be pramoted immediately, and this process myst not be encumbered with 
numerous maasures ard obstacles. Thus we will have retained excellent amployees 
in the various departments. This is as far as promotion goes. As regards ap- 
pointment, it is necessary that the principle of decentralization of appoint sent 
be eniorsed, because every ministry in the state is more aware than of 
Own re@juirements. This decentralization also will save mach effort and dis- 
Gussion and will permit the ministries to carry out their plans. 





There is another aspect which must be taken into acoount. It is 
appoint graduates to positions which are in keeping with their fie 
ization. This aspect has great influence on jab performance. Whi 
stances of the state when it first came into being required that emp 
appointed without consideration to the extent to which the position conformed to 
the graduate's studies, these circumstances no longer st 

Game necessary to reform the situation an! put the right man in 


lds 
le 





al-~Jumayri adds, 
“The a@wall number of graduates in the past was 4 reason why recent graduates 


for graduates to start fram zero and start gradual ly acuiring the necessary 
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expertise. There is no doubt that that to a lange extent will depend on the 
level of the citizens' consciousness in understanding the role imposed on than 

in serving their country.” al-Junayri supplements his statement, in concluding: 
"Por the graduates to start at zero does not mean that their sa should be 
linked to the grade they are appointed to. They should receive a salary 
even if they have not heen appointed to positions which will make then deserve 
this salary. This is in order to keep graduates fran fleeing to other areas, To 
achieve this, I compider it necessary to appoint graduates to grades higher than 
those existing in the current service statute.” 


Personal Influence in Appointment and Pramotion! 


"The current @nployment statute has obvious discrepancies, in appointments and 
pramotions both. The discrepancies also arise fran the differences in terme 
amor ministries. The Ministries of Defense and the Interior, for , have 
many benefits which constitute an element attracting citizens. This has caused 
us to observe many people breaking off theira@hucation or resigning fram their 
positions in civilian ministries in order to work in one of these two ministries. 
This situation must be remedied by the Ministry of Bducation, in participation 
with other ministries.” 


This is what ‘Abd-ab ‘Aziz Salim al-Mulayhi, manager of the asbestos plant in 
Umm al~Oaywayn, says. He adds, 


“There is also the problem of personal influence in appointments and pramtions. 
This Gauses people to cocupy positions they do not merit, while others remwin in 
positions they do not deserve. For example, we often see graduates spending 5 

or 6 years in an ordinary position in 4 ministry, and then 4 new graduate came 
and receives a big position through inf’.nce. 


"in another area, the system of raises increases the severity of the crisis and 
the feeling of persecution within broad sectors of amployees; there is no doubt 
that this feeling has 4 great negative effect on jab performance and output. 
There are specific raises for certain groups and open raises for others, 

there is an Gbvious discrepancy in this.” 


/Question/ Does the Exployment Statute alone bear the responsibility for these 
resignations and constant transfers among various ministries? 


/Anewer] The Employment Statute bears great responsibility for this problem. 
fowever, the ministries are not exempted fran the responsibility. Many employees 
nove fram positions which are compatible with their fields of specialization to 
other positions totally removed fram their specializations; here the responsi- 
bility lies on the shoulders of the ministry fram which the employee has moved 
and on the shoulder of the ministry to which he has transferred. 


The Problem Lies in the Prices 


/Question’ Will raises in salaries bring about the requisite stability in the 
@ployment systean? 
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r/ The high cost of living is the chronic problem which the employee 

© guarantees, I consider that constant salary increases will not bring 
in confronting any solution unless the government resorts to stabilizing 
ices arm! overseeing them through an effective system. If the situation re- 
ing as it is, every salary increase will be matched by an increase in prices, 
as long a8 merchants are free to impose the prices they wish. 


Our problem is not silaries but prices. The claim that high prices are a world- 
wide phenamanon is not acceptable, because the government can help subsidize 
certain cammodities. While the experiment of subsidizing certain canmmodities 
was not 4 suceess in the past, because of a lack of awareness and the presence 
of a black market, that is not to be considered adequate justification for the 
failure to venture to apply another experiment. If we lock at the countries 
adjacent to us, we will see that the problem does not exist. Why should it just 
continue here and grow day by day? 


In Saudi Arabia, the prices of foodstuffs have been set and the government defrays 
the differential in prices. Consumers there buy at uniform prices fram all 
stores, and this may be attributed to intense surveillance on merchants to ensure 
that they are carmitting themselves to goverrment pricing an! to the prosecu- 
tion of those of them who violate the law. Kuwait has pursued a different ap- 
proach; there, the goverrment subsidizes consumer goods through cooperative 
societies for which government provides everything. Fram these examples, we find 
that the fault is not in the experiment itself but in its application, and the 
most important part of this application is the presence of price surveillance. 


The Flight of Fishermen and Farmers 


/AQuestion/ Isn't the flight fram ministries matched by another countervailing 
migration into them? 


/Kegewer/ There is a serious problem which is occurring before our eyes and we 
are not moving to set out appropriate solutions to it. It is abserved that 
fishermen and farmers are fleeing the cocupstions of farming and fishing ani 
moving into government positions. There is np doubt that their motive in this 
is clear — people in positions drink tea, real newspapers and get a salary 
which is greater than wheat they get fram fishing or farming. More important 
than thet, for a fishermar or farmer the position's salary represents a stable, 
fixed income, while his income from fishing or farming is subject to many fluctu- 
ations. Proof of wat I am raying is the fact that all people engaged in fishing 
now are Indians, whereas this cocupet.on had once been one of the components of 
our society. Since agriculture ani fishing represent a basic element in the 
attainment of self sufficiency in food, the state must set forth urgent solutions 
to guarantee that the farmer remains on his Lani arm! that the fisherman remains 


in his profession. This can coour only through the provision of support, encourage- 
ment and material incentives for than. 


There is ftw 4 Concern over the agricultural an! fishing sectors on the part of 
the state, tut the means for providing aid are not effective. The fisherman 
Wp asks for a machine from the Ministry of Agriculture might give it to an 
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Indian to work with, but the Ministry of Agriculture is supposed to follow up on 
and observe the way he uses this machine. What goes for fishermen goes for 
farmers as well, 


(Question/ How able is the private sector to absorb citizens? 


/Knawer/] The private sector has its well known laws, which are based on profi 
arm) loss. I consider that it is not in the power of this sector to help absorb 
citizens to a large extent. This may be attributed to the fact that the govern- 
ment sector is stabler and its salaries higher, although there are same @xep- 
tions. ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Mulayhi, concluding his statement, adis, “Our Civil Service 
Statute has become obsolete and does not conform to the situation which exists 
now. It is necessary to review it so that it will be more flexible and realistic. 
In any event it is not just the Civil Service Statute that must be amended; 

most of the statutes we have were trangmitted to us from other countries whose 
circumstances are totally different fram those prevailing in the state of the 
emirates.” 


a 
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UNTTED ARAB EMIRATES 


VARTOUS PNORMDUS PROTECTS ITN NATION SCANNED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 6 Dec 80 p 69 


‘Article: “Between Duplication and Unrealistic Ambition -- 60 Intustrial Projects 
for Four Bnirates*/ 


‘Text/ What projects will the General Committee on Industry in the state of the 
emirates be likely to list in the section bearing on industry, in the draft 
S-ymir development plan of the state for the years 1981-85? 


if it is possible to deduce the context of these projects, or a large portion of 
them, from the list of industrial projects which the competent authorities in 
och emirate of the General Committee on Industry presente’ for inclusion in the 
dratt industrial plan, the projects presented or proposed so far will be as 

fo) Lows: 


in the first place, the Bmirate of Abu Dhabi, or the competent bodies there, have 
requested the inclusion of 17 various projects ranging from heavy to assembly and 
light transformation industries. These are: 


‘Iwo assembly projects, the first a project to assemble air conditioners, refriger- 
ators, and household refrigeration equipment and the secon! a project to manu- 
facture an! assemble truck frames. 


ixpansion of existing plants and increases in their productive capacity. There 
if 4 project to expan’? the Silo and Mill Organization and the project to expand 
the limestone tile plant 


Two projects in construction industries: a project to manufacture plaster and 
another to manufacture light concrete. 


Pour clectrical industry projects: a plant for electric wire ami cable, a plant 
for clectric motors ani transformers, a plant to produce liquid ani dry batteries, 
ania plant for electric lights and fluorescent tubes. 


iar metal industry projects, the iron ani steel plant, the steel pipe mill, the 
mil, serew and bolt plant, and the aluminum mill. 


Three various projects, the first calling for the construction of a ship repair 

dock, the second concerning glass manufacture and the last based on construction 
of a vocational training center to prepare manpower and accredit the local work- 
foree in particular. 
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The list presented by Abu Diabi also included the construction of 10 projects 
ui the O11 and qas and petrolews produets industry, ineluding two projects to 
enlarge the Umm al-Nar refinery and expand the al-amys refinery, and eight 
few projects =— the project for 4 new refinery in ai-Maways, the onshore gas 
project, the power and utility project, the salt and chloride project, the 
Aitragenous fertiliser project, the basic aramatic prevlucts project, the pro- 
ject to produse basic lubricating oils, and the project to produce ether, 


The Bairate of Ra's al-Khaymah sulmitted a list of jects in which it requested 
eig' diverse projects to construct the following ' 


The Limestone tile plant, 

The stone quarry. 

The Culf cement plant. 

The asbestos plant. 

The giass factory. 

The aluminum mill. 

The iron mili, 

“he Gulf pivarmaceutical manufacturing plant. 


Nine projects to establish variow: factories have been presented by the Pmirate 
of al-Pujayrah in the following sectors: 


The clay products plant project. 

The project for a factory to produce fiberglass. 

A plant to produce glass. 

A plant to prooess chrome ani 4 plant to process copper. 

A plant to protuce electric lams. 

A plant to produce selamin. 

A plant to bottle sinerai water. 

A plant to produce milk ami fruit juice. 

Por ite part, the Puirate of ‘Ajman has presented 4 list of 4 member of projects: 
A project to expand the marble industry for export purposes. 


A project to exploit natural clay for the fired tile ani porcelain products in- 
dustry. 
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\ galt preluetion pro we 


Nowets to pehew poultry, Oattle an! proheote, 
Neo) $9 praeess ar ir vltural materials, 
\ projeet t© produve cement. 


‘yom theee lists, a duplication is to be observed in the projects listed or pro- 
jowal by cach of the emirates in isolation for the first time, ami it will be up 
to the General Committee on Industry to study them first fram the stanminoint of 
ihe eaonamic an) commercial feasibility of each project an! second fram the anple 
{ agreement to 4 epecific project in an q@nirate in exchange for, or for the 
(allure to accept, a similar project in another emirate lest the emirates fal! 
\otum to probleme of high production costs in @nall units or probleme of pro- 
cing at 4 capacity higher than the market's absorptive power or available 
oxport capacity, that is, above the resources which make it manmilatory wt in- 
lustr ialitation ambitions stop at intelligent Limits within realistic programe. 
This mean that the cammittee assiqne! to stully the projects fram the technical 
im! econamic angle must aleo take into account the touchy feelings existing in 
oa amirate in ite desire to gain the greatest number of projects, wWiich the 
snore | Committee on Intustry might fail to resolve ani be campelle! to abanion 
to the Ministry of Planning or the Pederal Council of Ministers -- wich will then 
have to adept @ decision combining political facts with technical ar! esondic 


ivy Wee i tian, 





hile thie problem exiets among the lists presente! so far by four of the seven 
irotes comprising the federation, it will be greater, if only slightly a, when 
(he other liste which are expected are collected fram the three remining emirates 
(Shar jah, (sp al-Qaywayn art Dubai). 


expectation of that, it might be benefitical quickly to read over the titles of 
the projects the General Cammittee on Iniustry has agree! to, which were con- 
‘ain! in the report prepare’ by the Ministry of Plamming on the statewide level. 


Those are: 


‘he autamebile tire project, the of 1] coal project, the carbon black project, the 
late and fiber qlass project, the salt-resistant cament tile ani brick projtuc- 
tion project, the project to bottle eos water for melical purposes, the auto 
wtrs! slaughterhouse an! meat preservation project, the animal fodder project, 
wy! the project to construct unite to produce light concrete. 


"1 be 4nn wh 
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